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SERMON I. 

DELIVERED AT THE STATE HOUSE AT ANNAPOLIS9 8th OF 

FIRST MONTH, 1826. 

The most popular institutions of human wis- 
dom have carried in themselves, the seeds of 
their own destruction, and the emblems of their 
own imbecility and consequent ruin. The glo- 
ry of Rome is fallen — Greece is ruined, and 
thou whole Palestina, art dissolved. The con- 
tinent of Europe is in confusion ; and what rea- 
son have we to conclude, that the seeds of our 
own destruction are not sown also. The hu- 
man body has been in all ages subject to varia- 
tion and change ; and in all ages,* mankind hav*^ 
ing fulfilled their course have returned to their 
native dust It is an examination not unwor- 
thy a rational being to see what causes have 
produced these effects. I apprehend that under 
all these circumstances, and in all these cases, 
it has been a total dereliction of the principles 
which brought those nations into eminence, 
that has produced their ruin: And hence the 
necessity of referring to first principles* I am 
not about to direct any of you in matters of re- 



ligion, but to tbe experience of ages that have 
past, and to our own individual experience. 

When luxury and pride were introduced into 
Rome, that power which had brought her into 
eminence became enervated; discords and dis- 
sentions were introduced, and hence was pro- 
duced a separation from the source of purity^ 
and also from the source of power. It was this 
which caused whole Palestina to be dissolved. 
Apd this may become a lesson to us, not only 
as individuals, but as members of civil society, 
and as members of religious assoGt9.t|op$ ; for 
in any of these, where purity gives way to im- 
purity, where any of those passions which cor- 
rode the human heart, gain the. ascendency over 
the soul and relative virtues, here . the ^oeds of 
corruption that mar domestic, socia}, civil sM^d 
everlasting happiness, are brought i^to action, 
generate and ripen ; and this readers it neces- 
sary for us, in a subject of so much conse* 
quence as that in which tbe salvation of our 
souls is allowed to be involved^ tQ become think- 
ing beings; and not to place our dependence upon 
the dogmas of men — ^upon systems built up and 
imbibed by ediication and tradition. The reli- 
gion of forms and education is not the religion 
of our own experience ; it is not the religion of 
conviction; but it i3 a religion imbibed while 
our minds are weak — It is a religion which we 
receive ae; imitative creatures, and not as re- 
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fleeting ones- But if we ever eome to expe- 
rience the power of that religion which leads 
mnto salvation^ it niust be the religion of convic- 
tion^ by a revelation immediately from heaven. 
I am aware that this is a ground which has long 
been disputed — I am aware also, that the gene- 
rality of professors, of the christian name, have 
denied the idea of immediate revelation to man 
in the present day; and they have concluded 
that all the revelation which we are to receive 
is contained in the Scriptures of truth, which 
have been accordingly, though corruptly, digni- 
fied with the title, of the word of God ; and the 
rale of faith and practice. 

Now the Scriptures are not the word of God, 
neither are they the rule of faith and practice ; 
for the Scriptures declare, that the Word was in 
the beginning, but the Scriptures were not till 
Moses. "In the beginning was the word and 
the word was with God and the word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with God. And 
the wotHi was made flesh and dwelt among us 
(said the Apostle) and we beheld his glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth. Now that which Was word in the 
beginning, remains to be word in the present 
day, snd also the rule of faith and practice. 

Religion, I apprehend^ may be divided into 
two kinds, viz. That religion which proceeds 
from an emanation, or revelation of the power 
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of God, immediately upon the mind of each in" 
dividual of the human family; and secondly, 
the religion of the Bible. The latter has been 
generally adopted; and what have been the 
fruits which it has produced? They are obvi- 
ous to every reflecting mind. We see that out 
of the religions now extant there have arisen 
contention, confusion, hatred, envy and a variety 
of evil passions, among all the different classes 
and denominations, who are professors of the 
christian name. Yet all these professors have 
been governed by the Scriptures as their rule of , 
faith and practice. Their doctrines have be^n 
supported by inferences therefrom ; and they all 
justify their various discordant proceedings from 
this source: and in the high profession of reli- 
gion, with which the world abounds, it is equal- 
ly obvious that wickedness has increased in 
proportion to the increase of this religion in the 
land. There has been a ^at increase of reli- 
gious profession within my recollection ; and we 
must acknowledge, that instead of a decrease of 
wickedness, it has been found to increase 
in regular proportion — ^And thisre is no effect 
without a cause. It will therefore be well 
to examine a little into the causes which have 
produced these effects. 

It has been considered as an essential of the 
christian religion that mankind should fulfil a var* 
iety of rites and ceremonies, better adapted to the 



legal dispensation than to that which is spiritual. 
Baptism^ by water, has been imposed upon us; 
«nd with it there has been another symbol, an- 
other type ; that of partaking the bread and wine 
as an emblem of Christ^s death till he come. 
We have been led into a great variety of per- 
formances, which have been called public wor- 
ship; and there has been a great deal of preach- 
ing, praying and singing: And to what do these 
things lead? To a nominal belief in those 
things which are declared to be mysterious and 
cannot be understood; but certain opinions^ and 
doctrines, and dogmas of men, have been pro- 
posed ; and it is required that we should sub- 
scribe to things unbecoming rational beings. 

I want it to be impressed on each of our 
minds, that opinions are not religion, and that 
declamation is not gospel. These dogmas which 
we cannot understand, we can never believe. I 
have neve^ been able to believe any thing of 
which I could not form an idea. We may have 
opinions and prejudices, and may adopt this or 
that position in which we have been educated ; 
but t^is cannot give to a being, saving, opera- 
tive faith — a faith which will overcome the 
world, or any one evil propensity or any one 
proposition which we cannot understand — ^this 
is an absurdity, it is an impossibility. 

I believe that baptism is essential to the souPs 
salvation — I believe it is necessary to partake of 
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the body of Christ--— I belieVe there are thre6 
who bear record in heaven^ and that these thre6 
are one — I believe that none are saved oiit of tho 
pale of the holy Catholic Church. I belieVe 
with another society in God the Father^ Al- 
mighty, Maker of heaven and barth, and in JeF- 
sus Christ his only son, our Lord; who wail' 
conceived of the Holy Ghost, bom of the Vir- 
gin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried. But that He de-^ 
scended into Hell I dare not believe^ because^ 
he declared unto the thief on the cross, this day 

wik thou be with me in Paradise. I believe iti 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, and the life everlasting. And I apprehend 
that I cQUld subscribe to almost all that is call- 
ed doctrine bv the Christain churches: but this 
has been subscribed to^ by drunkards, thieves^ 
whoremongers, and the worst of men ; hence there 
is nothing in it of a saving nature— the greatest 
infidel may declare that he believes all these things^ 
and still remain an alien from the commonwealth 
of Israel, having no hope^ and be living without 
God in the world. Therefore, it is necessary for 
us to take another view of the subject, oeside 
that of giving our assent to the popular doctrine 
of men being saved by this nominal belief. 
Now baptism, whereby many gain admission, 
and are initiated into those churches of which 
they are members, is the baptism of John, this 



Wa^ hot only a type of the Gospel, but ^ pr^pa- 
rtitory dispensation. The design was to lead 
the minds to something more spiritual than 
that which came by Moses — that law which 
had made nothing perfect. The law made 
liothihg perfect, but the bringing in of a bet- 
ter hope did, by which we draw nigh unto 
God. And John, who was the minister of that 
baptism— thatpreparatoryoperation,declaredthat 
it should not cotttinufe; for when speaking of 
€hrist, he said^ he shall increase, but I shall * 
decrease ; and he also made a perfect declaration 
of his mission and office when he said,M am the 
Voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare 
the way of the Lord, as said the pro][)h6t Esaias. 
It was a preparatory work, to break down th6 
partition walls of prejudice, and to enable the 
Jews to advance to la more spiritual dispensation. 
I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
prepare ye the way; and when this way is pre** 
pared and the paths made stl^aight, the inevita- 
ble consequence is, that eveiy valley shall be 
exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be 
broiight low; the crooked made straight, and 
the rough smooth. Now what are we to un* 
derstand by ' this regulation of the hills and vaU 
leys, by which all are to be brought to their pro- 
per level. It has an unequivocal allusion to the 
inequality of the human mind, which is as v&* 

rious as the faces w^hich we wear. Each dispo- 

2 
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tioti requires a different kind of baptism. £ach 
povrer of the human mind requires to be regu- 
lated and brought into consonance with the 
spirit of divine truth. The mountains here spo^ 
ken of, the rough and crooked places, have allu- 
sion to those passions and dispositions, which are 
^stinguished by pride, highmindedness, atar 
bition, fierceness, cruelty, revenge, &c These 
soar above the witness for God in the soul, 
above the word of God and the rule of faith and 
* practk^e. These must come under the baptism 
testified .qf by the forerunner of Christ, who 
also sairf', ''I baptise with water: but there stand- 
eth one among you, whom ye know not He 
it is who coining after me, is preferred before 
me, whose shoes latchet I am not worthy to nor 
loose^ he shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire: whose fan is in his hand, and he 
will thoroughly purge his floor and gather his 
wheat into the garner: but he will burn up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire.'' There are lione 
of us, who have not experienced the operation 
of Ibis very baptism. Some of us may be com- 
pared to mountains, who have lifted our spirits 
up over the witness for God ; these have often 
times felt distress, trouble and confusion, because 
tbey have given way and submitted to the feel- 
ing and ebulitions of their temper, and have 
thereby brought themselves under the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost Are there not many of us 
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who have been brought under feelings of sorrow, 
confusion, trouble, despair, horror and every feel- 
ing of torment? And this is symbolical of that 
place of punishment, commonly described as a 
lake burning with fire and brimstone, into which 
the wicked are turned, and punished with the devil 
and his angels. This will do to frighten child- 
ren; but we are not afraid of their consuming 
one immortal soul. It may be an instructive al- 
legory, of a spiritual punishment adapted to the 
nature of the spirit. Such feelings as are of a 
spiritual nature, must consist in joy, sorrow, 
peace or wo ; and the punishment for wicked- 
ness being of a spiritual and intellectual nature, 
is often experienced while clothed upon with 
mortality. Not being willing to submit to thi^ 
baptism, we bring trouble, sorrow and confusion 
upon us for evil, and abide there till unfeign- 
ed repentance not to be repented of, work our 
forgiveness; then shall we experience the joy 
and consolation, and know that there is no joy 
equal to the joy of Gk)d's salvation in the soul. 
Many of us, who have experienced the power 
of this salvation, have, in some proportion, been 
redeemed from our evil propensities, and restor- 
ed to the state in which we were first created, 
and into which we must eventually return^ be* 
cause in this way only can we be renewed up into 
the divine likeness of God, by the spirit of Christ 
and the operation of the Holy Ghost brought 
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forth; and thus we shall know a birth of ChrisI 
-^we shall know that he is come in our flesh—. 
we shall experience this birth^ and know that he 
has appeared, not only in Jerusalem, and among 
the Jews, but that he has appeared, and remains 
to be Christ manifested in your flesh, which is 
the power of God unto salvation, to every one 
who believe, whether Jew or Gentile. There 
are others who are desponding, and ready to 
despair, and who have adopted the language^ ^^a 
Saviour or I die, a Redeemer or I perish," The 
passions of these are weak ; , . they have more 
need of a cup of consolation, than of a reproof 
for evil — ^e loinds of these are comforted—^ 
there is a stay, and this power becomes a stay 
and a staff: And thus it is that the valleys are 
exalted to a proper level ; the rough, the haugh-^ 
ty, and the fierce, are reduced; and those who 
are despairing, are raised into firmness-- 
the crooked and perverse dispositions become 
straight, and the rough places smooth. And 
hence the necessary and irrevocable effect of all 
this purifying operation, will be that these weTl 
regulated minds will be filled with the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 
Now this is a baptism which cleanses the af- 
fections, rectifies the passions, and crucifies the 
lusts. This baptism is of a spiritual nature, 
and there is none other essential to our salva^ 
tion. It is written, ^Hhere is one Lord, one 
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faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in you 
all.^' And it is this baptism alone which can 
introduce you into the one true, saving and living 
faith ; for without this experience of the power of 
God operating upon the mind, we never can come 
into possession of that faith which overoometh the 
world. For it is written, ^*And this is the vic- 
tory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 
Who is it that overcometh the world, but he that 
believeth that Jesus is the son of God? This 
is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus 
Christ; not by water only, but by water and 
blood: and it is the spirit that beareth witness, 
because the spirit is truth. ^^ 

That faith which overcometh the world is of 
a spiritual nature, but that faith which is over- 
come by the world is that spurious iaith re- 
ceived by education and tradition, and stands in 
opinions, and leads to the performance of exter^, 
nal rituals ; but never regulates the passions or 
lusts: And hence, notwithstanding the high pro- 
fessions of this religion, it may bo no bettev 
than that of the Jews who betrayed Chirst iu 
his outward manifestation, and which crucifies 
him in his inward and spiritual appearance, m 
which he- ^^ornes a second time without sin unto 
salvation, and puts him to open shame. There- 
fore, the first step in religion is baptism ; and as( 
we attend to this, wbiph is the ministration oi' 
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condemnation, glorious in its season , it leads 
not to believe that which we cannot under- 
stand, or to attend to those matters which are 
daily preached unto us. We are often informed 
that there are matters in religion which we 
cannot understand; but still we must believe it; 
this is a palpable absurdity. But when we come 
under the influence of this faith, though it be 
small as a grain of mustard seed, if we say un- 
to any mountain of opposition between us and 
our God — ^any difficulty which may interfere, 
if we say unto them, be ye removed and xast 
into the sea*, they will obey. 

Now this faith that works by love, proceeds 
immediately from the operation of the Spirit of 
God upon our spirits; and here is communioa 
between God and man — here is a link formed 
which unites man with the divinity. We are 
not mere animals — we are not placed here to 
eat and drink, and to pass away as the dreams 
of a night vision. There awaits us a more 
noble and dignified destiny, even to be united to 
our God, and when unclothed of mortality, to 
be received, and become partakers of the joys 
of Heaven, and the glories of eternity in all 
their fulness. Here we can enjoy but a fotv- 
taste — there, all will be full and complete. 

Now this faith has a progressive growth, 
therefore, we must first become babes — we 
must be willing ^ become fools — we must be 
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willing to attend to smalt manifestations of the 

Kin^om of Heaven, which may be compared 
to a grain of mustard seed. Are we to look at 
a great distance and beyond the grave? Christ 
told his followers, Hhe Kingdom of Heaven is 
within you;" and there only ought we to look 
for his appearing ; and there experience his pow- 
er, and there know that beautiful and prophetic- 
al declaration fulfilled. ^^For unto us a child 
is born, unto us a son is given, and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulders ; and his name 
shall be called wonderful, counsiellor, the Mighty 
God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end ; upon the throne of 
David, tod upon the Kingdom to order it, and 
to establish it with Judgment and with Jus- 
tice, from henceforth even for ever." 

This Kingdom of heaven has been likened ' 
to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took 
and sowed in the field — which if it is cuUiva- 
ted will grow, and though the smallest of seeds, 
will produce one of the greatest of herbs, so that 
the fowls of the air may lodge in its branches 
— ^and these fowls may be compared to the vain 
imaginations of the human mind. 

Again, the Kingdom of heaven has been liken- 
ed to a little leaven which was put into meal 
till the whole was leavened. We all know the 
nature of meal, and many of us know the na- 
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tUre of leaven. In meal there is no oppositioti — 
it is passive under the operation ; and therefore 
the leaven, though small in quantity, finding no 
opposition to overcomife, feoon brings the whole 
into its own likeness. Such is the operation of 
the spirit of God, the grace of God, the bap^ 
tism of the holy Ghost (or by whatever name 
you may call it) though weak in its fitst appiear- 
ance, if attended to, the power of opposition 
will be directed from the mind; and it will grow 
Bti'onger and stronger in the divine life till God 
shall be all in all. And this is the very extent^ 
to bring us ifito a heavenly state, and beget a 
new heart and a new mind, through the opera* 
tion of a living faith, which will overcome this 
corrupt influence into which nations and men 
have fallen. And when we come under the in- 
fluence of this faith, then we shall come to 
know what it is to eat the flesh of the son of 
man and to drink his blood; not to take the 
bread and wine as symbolical of that which is 
to come, for in so doing we deny the coming of 
Christ in the flesh, and content ourselves in the 
use of those things which perish in the using. 

Baptism, with water, may cleanse from the 
filth of the flesh; and bread and wine may nour- 
ish the body; but all the waters of the sea can 
never cleanse the soul of one sin, and all the 
bread and wine can never nourish up the soul to 
eternal life. We now need none of these types 
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ami figures and carnal rites and ceremonies. 
We do not want to. go back to former dispensa^ 
tions, but to come more ftilly to that of which 
we make a profession, and to experience its re- 
generative effects. And what is the blood of 
Christ? It is the life. I have a hope in Christ, 
and a hope in solvation through him, but not in 
the unparalleled act of malevolence in the Jews ; 
I have no hope of salvation in any act of wick- 
edness — It is in his life, and in the power of his 
resurrection. His death being a legal offering 
under the law, by which they fulfilled and fin- 
ished their charter, lyhich had been broken and 
abrogated, it is a beautiful type of the substance 
into which we should come. The blood is the 
Kfe, the circulating medium, which gives vitality 
to the whole system. When the life of Christ, 
of holiness and obedience to our heavenly Fa- 
ther, comes to rule and reign in us, we shall be 
supported by the life of Christ Then we shall 
know what it is to drink his blood, and to have 
our souls nourished thereby into eternal life. 
Now, in what does the blood circulate ? Does 
it circulate in the body.^ So the life of Christ 
as it circulates in the soul^ brings all our angry 
passions and perverse dispositions into accord- 
ance with its own nature. There is one kind 
of flesh of men, another of beasts, another of 
fishes, said the Apostle. Now as we come un- 
der the inf -^iice of anv of these particular pro- 

8 
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petisitiies, we maf be considered as partakers of 
their flesh or nature^ for this is equally emblematr 
ieal and symbolical as that of Christ Thougli 
I lead the lif^ of a beast under the influence of 
beastial passions, and debase myself^ yet I partake 
not of their flesh — I have still the form, natuf*e 
and flesh of a man ; if I partake of the nature o| 
Christ, though I continue in this mortal body^ yet 
being regenerated and bom again 1 am notasham*' 
ed to call such brethren, for he ivas begotten of 
God and bom of the virgin; and the same pow-* 
er brought forth in us in the same virgin purity, 
we shall become partakers of the same nature, be- 
cause we are of the same seed, and hence grow 
from strength to strength, from stature to sta- 
ture, and we shall be brought out of the bond- 
age of sin and cormption, into the glorious \\h&y 
ty of the sons and daughters of God. The funda- 
mental power of these operations, baptism, brings 
living faith and holy confidence, unshaken love. 
Now this faith, which works by love to the puri- 
fying of the heart; has .nothing which is not es- 
sential to salvation; no dogmas which are in- 
comprehensible ; neither are we called on to be^ 
lieve i^ the dogmas of any sect or society oC 
the vaurions divisions which we meet with in the 
world; which, instead of giving an united ap- 
pearance, has caused us to split and divide, so 
that even in the present day, Christendom, so 
called, is more like the blasts with mai^y I^b^b 
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and horna smiting against ote another, than like, 
the Lamb^s wife, as the chureh is represented to 
be, clothed in pure and white linen, which is the 
righteousness of the sainte. Is it^the design^, of 
was it ever the design*, that mankind should bd 
thus split and divided? Np^ it never has arisen: 
from the gospel dispensation, but from a dene*- 
Uctiofi of those first principles which lead ta 
obedience to its manifestations. If we cast our 
eyes on this christian world, thus divided* 
and separated from the first cause of all wisdom; 
and knowledge, we may discover that we have 
assumed unto ourselves^ the power of studying, 
and lastly have delegated that power to others* 
We have appointed unto ourselves ministei^sahd 
professors of the Gospel^ a^d preachers of righ* 
teousness — These must preach in accordance 
with our own views. Here a door is opened' 
which has produced incalculable mischief among 
men ; for having chosen our own dogmas, opin- 
ions and ceremonies, and having determined to 
have these preached, we have imbued their 
minds with the dogmas which we have chosen,, 
and have not only called them, but have remu- 
nerated them for their labours, contrary to every 
part of the Gospel ; which says, ^freely ye re- 
ceive, freely give.' Here is introduced the very 
worst of passions, the love of money, which 
the Apostle Paul calls the root of all evil; cor^ 
rupting that ministry which ought \» be pure 
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as emftnating from God. Now while this world- 
ly interest prevails among those who are called 
ministers of the Gospel, the consequent corrup- 
tion immediately tends to our ruin. The num- 
bers of jarring religious sects will grow, and the 
seeds of discord will generate, till pure religion, 
and undefiled before Gkid and the Father^ is lost 
among us. For as this religion has increased 
wickedness has increased in the* same ratio. 
This is a mournful view of the subject; but it is 
a view which we must necessarily take if we re- 
flect upon it 

By thus encouraging a mercenary priesthood, 
we never need expect them to preach the gos- 
pel other than in accordance with our own views, 
or the views of the particular society for whom 
they are chosen to preach. While these indi- 
viduals are receiving their one, two, or three 
thousand dollars a year, will they speak the 
truth plainly and explicitly.'^ I fear many of 
them would not. And what is the religion 
preached by these ? Is it to bring to the teach- 
ing of him who is minister of the sanctuary 
and true tabernacle.^ No verily. They deny 
the very existence of revelation — they tell us 
that refvelation has ceased, and that all revela- 
tion is contained in the scriptures of truth, call- 
ed the Bible. They declare themselves to be 
th^ vicegerants of God, and, that unto them is 
committed the explanation of that word which 
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id essential to salvation. Thus they become 
mediators between God and maa; but I know 
of no mediator between God and man, save 
Christ Jesus — neither do I believe that there is 
any other mediatorial power by which we can 
be brought into communion and union with 
God. This mediatorial office is carried on in 
each of us by faith and baptism ; for these are 
the ground-work of all true religion, and there 
is one Lord, one faith, and one baptism ; and 
when baptised into one true and living faith, 
we are brought into the nature of our Lord, 
our God and ^Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in you all." But now in- 
stead of this, spurious religion is causing divi- 
sions and dissensions — splitting mankind into a 
thousand sects and parties, instead of regulating 
the affections, and crucifying the passions and 
lusts, and bringing down the vain mind, as lof- 
ty mountains to their true level, thus binding us 
together in a bundle of love — There is no inter- 
ested motive, but man becomes united to his 
fellow man, so that God is above all, and through 
all, and in you all. We shall then have known 
what it is to experience that declaration fulfill ^ 
ed, ^There was war in heaven: Michael and 
his angels fought against the dragon; and the 
dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed 
not; neither was their place found any more in 
heaven.'' 
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Now I want it to be remembered that the 
Kingdom of heaven is within you. Then rights 
eousness must become predominant, and rule and 
reign in us, and govern by its own laws. There 
was never any one individual prince, who gov- 
erned by the laws of another nation ; but each 
one has laws of his own, adapted to the circum- 
stances of those whom he governs. And should 
he in whom dwells all knowledge and wisdon^*^ 
from whom emanates all good and all power, be 
governed by laws dictated by man, or by wis- 
dom which is corrupt. Now "there was war in 
heaven: Michael and his angels fought against 
the dragon ; and the dragon fought and his an- 
gels, and prevailed not, neither was their place 
found any more in heaven." 

And what are these angels.^ They are all 
jformed on the platform of Homer and Milton. 
We have been led to look upon them as certain 
external beings; as women with win^ have 
passed for angels. What are these angels? 
They are the heavenly dispositions — they are 
all ministering spirits^ sent forth to minister unto 
those who shall become h^irs of salvation by a 
life of obedience and adherence to those dispo- 
sitions; cherish them, and they become the an* 
gels of God, ministering to them who are heirs 
of salvation. "He maketh his angels spirits; 
hb ministers a flaming fire." But on the con- 
trary if we pervert this disposition, . the oppo- 
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come our governors. These are the angels 
which will torment us as certainly; every virtu- 
ous disposition and fNractice will become a com« 
fort to the mind, and every evil disposition a 
curse. 

Now if the angel of love takes possession of 
the miud, and even under the former dispensa- 
tkm this was essential. Here Israel, love the 
Lord your God, and serve him with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and mind, and 
strength. This saith Jesus Christ, is the 
first and great commandment — ^^thou shalt 
k)ve the Lord thy God with all thy heart, thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these 
two commandments, hang all the law and the 
prophets.^^ God has said I will dwell in them: 
and here is a near unity and communion; and 
when the angel of love takes possession of the 
mind and casts out its opposite, and though this 
enemy may straggle severely, and may desire 
to indulge in hatred and malevolence, and enmi- 
ty of the mind, yet if the spfrit of love be obey- 
ed steadily, it will cast out its opposite and ad- 
versary. The mind being under the influence 
of love, . will cast out a number of evils, and 
put an end to all wars and fightings among na- 
tions, dissentions in neighbourhoods, and squab* 
bles in families. No man ever fought from love ; 
Ao nation ever fought from love; no man in 
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his own familj ever encouraged squabbled, from 
a principle of love. When love becomes pre*- 
dominant in the mind, hatred must be cast out) 
for they are as opposite as light and darkness, 
heaven and hell. And thus, when the angel of 
love, casts out the devil of hatred; and the an- 
gel of mercy, the devil of cruelty ; the angel of 
temperance, the devil of intemperance; and the 
angel of hope, the devil of despair; and the an* 
gel of faith, the devil of infidelity — ^when every 
heavenly disposition comes to take possession 
of the mind, darkness and all its angels every 
tiling impure, and unholy, will be no more found 
m heaven. This is the end of true religion ; 
and when the mind is brought under the influ- 
ence of this regulating principle, where is the 
necessity of ministers of man^s ordination ; see- 
ing that all those who submit to this baptism of 
the spirit, come under the faith to the purifying 
<^ the soul, a witness for Christ, a minister of 
Christ All that a minister can do for his 
brethren, is, to call them to this selfsame gos- 
pel, which will enable them to testify what their 
ears have heard, their eyes seen, and their ^ 
hands handled, of the good word of life and pow- 
er of the world to come. 

Election is not a foreordination from the 
foundation of the world. It is an absurdity to be- 
lieve, that some of the human family are doomed 
from eternity to misery, and others to sing prais- 
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es in endless bliss. It is an absurditjr and al- 
most amounts to blasphemy. All men are 
placed in a situation, and endowed with a capa^ 
city of arising into the state of the elect, or of 
descending into a state of reprobation. 
Now as we attend to the little leaven it wiH 

leaven the whole lump, and the spirit will grow 
stronger and stronger by cultivation: and as we 
attend to tiiis, we shall come more and more 
under its influence, and these heavenly disposi- 
tions will become more and more our govern- 
ors. And by attending thereunto we shall be- 
come elected, for the election stands not in any 

^ thing but in our own obedience . AH souls are 
mine, saith the Lord. As the soul of the mas- 
ter, so is the soul of the servant, as the soul of 
the mistress so is the soul of the hand maid. 

And therefore we have reason to believe from 
this, that the gift is universally bestowed. But 
we have other evidences in the Scriptures, that 
election is not a foreordination of God. This 

^ would make him unjust, which is contrary to 
all the attributes of divinity with which we are 

* acquainted. But as we attend to this manifes- 
\ tation, though small at first, it will grow in us 
' and increase: And as has been observed, it 
will grow till it overcome all opposition, and be- 
comes the greatest of herbs, so that every oppo- 
^ site disposition will lodge Jn the branches ; and, 

4/ 
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we eball Jbecpqoe heirs of God, ai^ joint; hmi 
mth (/hrist, though obedience to the manifesta- 
if,on wherewith we have been favoured from 
<Bod, But on the contrary, if we disregard tbe 
law written in the heart, and run counter to the 
{tender intimatidn® of Divine love, w^ shall invi)lve 
oursel/es w the guilt and misery of reprobation. 
I want this to be impressed upon a»ll our minds, 
that if we do not come under the influence of 
this divine principle, and if we "will not have 
this man to rule pver us," but remain under 
the influenpe pf our own passions, and unsub- 
d^^d lu,^t3 — thi|3 little. leaven, this divine mani- 
feslation,;,'^his baptism qf the holy Ghost^ will 
^^ad uaUy -become wpaker and weaker, and our 
hearts more and more b^de^ed; till we expe- 
rience a loss of its power, and we shall become 
ready to wound and inflict injury, with impunity, 
upon our brother without cause, and we shall 
thus become reprobates in every thought, word 
9j^d action. This is the true ground of election 
9njd reprobation ; and it is not from a foreordi- 
nation trom the foundation of the world. Those 
therefore who . attend to this manifestation, will 
become holy, apostolic and catholic — they will 
be catholic in spirit, catholic in principle, and 
holy in pi:ajctice; and these can say, "I believe in 
God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth: a/id in Jesus Christ his only Son, our 
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost^ 
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boM of the Virgfiti Mary, &c. because they have 
experienced that it took place not only formerly, 
but believe that he is conceived of the Holy 
Ghost, and bom and brought forth in virgin 
purity, and that it is he that yet suffers under 
Pontius Pilate, as we become willing to resign 
l!be heavenly dispositions by yielding to the 
domination of opposite passions. 

Therefore I want us to be individually care- 
ful lest we bring ourselves under the punish- 
ment due unto sin, fori presume that, many 
things proscribed by men are not unlawful; nay^ 
are not many things prescribed by man, sinful? 
There is a great variety of things, which are 
considered comnendable among men which are 
atrociously sinful. Has not this been the case 
within the times which many of us can recol- 
lect? Has it not exalted the greatest enemies 
of mankind to worldly honour and glory, even 
the blood thirsty warrior, and a variety of others 
under the influence of the infernal passions, 
their {^de and ambition ? There have been 
hosts of these devils who have been enemies 
of tiie human mind. In that quarter of the 
world from which I came, they have spread 
ruin and destraetton; nay, every evil of whieh 
we catn conceive. Women have been made 
widows, and children fatherless, the ruin of ci- 
nl societies, and the downfall of nations have 
been produced by the same, and yet these have 
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been staymped with the niune of glorious; but 
in the eye of that wisdom which is pure and 
holy, that which is above the wisdom of man, 
and which is easily recognized without out-* 
Ward preaching, and confers that Uessii^ which 
will unite us under the government of divine 
wisdom, and lead us certainly into the gospel 
dispensation, this is exceedingly wicked. 

These heavenly virtues emanate from God: 
whereas, every thought of the imagination of 
the worldly minded, the literal believer, if suf- 
fered to be engendered in their minds, prompts 
to join in religious society. It becomes al- 
most necessary for an individual to become a 
member of some religious society, th^t he may 
have a fair character in the world. Religion 
notwithstanding all its corruption, is consider* 
ed honourable. If a man be not a partaker 
in the rites and ceremonies of the day, he will 
scarcely pass for a Christian. But if he ful- 
fill the rituals of any one of these various 
churches of the present day; if he be zeak>u8 
in the performance of public and family wor* 
ship, so called ; if he gives liberally to the min- 
isters, misaionaries, bible societies, and other 
institutions which are charaetoristie, I hope, 
only of this age, he passes for a good Chris- 
tian; and in the view of thousands, be passes 
for a saint; when perhaps his mind is under 
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the influence of those vile passions which sep- 
arate from the source of all purity, and from 
the enjoyment of heaven. 

It is not a profession of religion, hut the en- 
joyment of the peace of God, which constitutes 
thristians. This it is that has constituted 
Christians in all ages of the world, not only be* 
fore Christ came in the flesh, but through all 
time; for we have never been under any other 
dispensation — ^we were never Jews — we were 
always Gentiles, and we still remain to be Gen-* 
tiles, and the law by which we always were, 
and always must be governed, is the law of 
<jrod in the heart. And yet many are brought 
tmder these particular associations, under the 
influence of a religion which is part Jewish, 
part Christian, and part Pagan, a kind of he- 
terogeneous commixture, which never leads any 
to the knowledge of God; and we shall never 
come out of these prejudices and opinions till 
we begin for ourselves; till we begin to be gov^ 
erned by our own experience; till we read 
for ourselves the woii: of nature and of na* 
ture's God. We remember that the . Apostle 
wept much on a certain occasion, when he. saw 
a book sealed with seven seals. But was it a 
bible? No, it was the hidden mystery of the 
kingdom of heaven, hid ftom the wise and pru- 
dent, and revealed unto babes. 



90 

And he wept nmch because no man waa 
found able to open and read the book^ neither 
to look therein. It is a truth that no man cait 
open the book unto his fellow ttian, ^^for the 
things of God knoweth no man but the spirit 
of God.^^ The rational man can understand 
raticHial things ; but it is the influence of the 
spirit of God, which alone can enable htm to^ 
discern spiritual truths. ^^And one of the el- 
ders saith unto me;, weep not: behold the lioft 
of the tribe of Juda, the root of Davids hath 
prevailed to open the book^ and to loose the 
seals thereof : and I rejoiced much; and the 
same lion of the tribe of Juda, the same man-^ 
ifestation of the power of God will open 
the mysteries of the Kingdom of heaven in our 
own souls, thus giving us to distinguish be* 
tween truth and error. It is the word of a king, 
and where the Word of the king is, there is 
power to overcome those things standing in 
opposition to his government 

Now there is one thing that spurious religion 
has introduced: I mean the observance of the 
Sabbath. Now what is the Sabbath? Is it to 
keep one day in seven in idleness ? No ; for 
I verUy believe, that according to the present 
institution of the Sabbath, there is on this day 
more sin committed, than in all the other six, 
in which we labour for our support. This is 
obvious: there must therefore, be something else 
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to constitute &e Sabbath besides, spending one 
day of the week in idleness. It is a state in 
which we must come to be like that which the 
Almighty experienced when be hpid finished 
the creation and found that all the works were 
good — He hallowed the seventh day and sanc- 
tified it. But there is no command for us to 
keep the Sabbath; there is no precept in the 
Scriptures, nor nothing which has been handed 
down to us that can be called a command, to 
keep the Sabbath. Neither is there any injunc- 
tion in the Scriptures to keep the Sabbath. It 
was typical of that w|^ich was to come ; but it 
is pot till ouf works a^e finished that we ape in 
this situation, regulated by the power of God, 
that we can kjeep the Sabbath anjd sanctify it 
^^BIow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call 
a solemn assembly; gather the people — let the 
bridegroom go forth of his chamber., and the 
bride out of her closet: let the priests, the min- 
isters of the Lord, stand between the porch and 
the altar, and let them say, spare thy people, O 
Lm*d, and give not their heritage to reproach, 
th^t the heathen should rule over them: where- 
fore should they say among the people, where is 
their God.'' 

What is a Sabbath? It is a state of rest in 
our minds; and in order to experience this state 
of rest, we must give up our own workings and 
prostrate all our- affections — we must wait with 
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redign&fioti thcr power and will of the Lord, i» 
whom is the Ailuess of all wisdom and knowP 

edge. When we come to this state, we shall 
be prepared for that rest which remains for the 
people of God. It is tiot to keep one day in 
seven ; for every day is a sabbath. It will not 
constitute every day devils and snnday saints^ 
whether we be engaged in our daily avocations, 
whether we walk by the way, whether we lie 
down or rise up, there will be a living con- 
cern on our minds to fulfill his righteousness— 
his righteous law, the law of Christ inwatdly 
revealed ; this is the daily and the interminable 
sabbath which shall never end. And it is unto 
this state that all are called; and it was unto 
this state, it was designed that all should come. 
The election is within ourselves — we may 
choose or refuse. "Why will ye die, house 
of Israel,'^ said the prophet — ^life and death^ 
good and evil are before you, therefore choose 
life and live ye. 

When our minds are under the influence of 
this regulating principle, we come to the fenjoy- 
ment of heaven — we come to experience a for- 
taste of immortality and eternal life. There 
is begotten in the soul through the operation 
of this light, an holy confidence, which all the 
powers of death, hell, and the grave can never 
prevail against. There will be no more doubt- 
ing, fear, anxiety and despair in our souls — 
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Our situation will be similar to that of the 
Apostle^ when he was about to be offered up — 
at the time of his departure, when his time was 
near at hand, he said, ^^I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished my course*, I have kept the 
faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
oir righteousness, which the Lord^ the righteous 
Judge, shall give me at that day ; and not to me 
only, but unto them also, that love the appear- 
ing of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ'^ 
When the mind is brought under this regulating 
influence, under that powerful baptising influ- 
ence, which is the spirit of Christ, the power 
of Grod unto salvation — they have not only this 
holy confidence, buj; their life and conduct are 
regulated by it Preachers are led by it to be 
preachers in life and conversation, as well as in 
word and doctrine; — ^settjng a worthy example 
in all things; not as men making a high pro- 
fession of religion, and acting inconsistent with 
their profession; but as faithful disciples labour- 
ing by example as well as precept to lead us into 
universal confidence and bonds of brotherhood 
—thus all discussions would eome to an end, 
and differences would no more abound among 
men; but we should all be united in one great 
family. This brings in a millennial state, which 
has long been looked for by the Jews, very im- 
properly to be brought about by some great 
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miracle. But if we ever come into that millen- 
nial state, we must know it by an obedience to 
this manifestation, which brings us into union and 
communion with God, under the influence of 
those angelic dispositions. This millennial state 
is now in the world ; and blessed be the name of 
Israel's God, there are those who have experi- 
enced the enjoyment of it, and know what it is 
to reign with Christ on earth: having come unto 
God through the liberty of the Gospel; not vain- 
ly expecting to attain it by submitting to the 
priestly tyranny exercised by man over his fel- 
low men, for this results from a disposition at 
enmity with God, and stands as a wall of parti- 
tion between us and the « life of Christ: And 
therefore seeing that all men are capable of sal- 
vation, and that all men may come equally under 
the influence of this divine principle, let us be 
encouraged to come unto that Teather which 
can never be removed into a comer. "Though 
the Lord shall give us the bread of .adversity 
and the waters of affliction, yet surely our teach- 
er shall not be removed into a comer, but our 
eyes shall see our teacher, and we. shall hear a 
voice saying, this is the way walk in it, when we 
turn to the right or left" 

But my mind has been often grieved in see- 
ing those, who are well disposed, and who are 
endeavouring to come into a state in which their 
minds are brought under these convictions, and 
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under condemnation ; instead of abiding under 
them, and following their influence, which lead- 
eth to a repentance that needeth not to be re- 
pented of; and instead of attending to that which 
passes in their own minds, they have gone and 
united themselves with some religious society; 
and instead of waiting for the finger of the di- 
vine instructor, to give direction, they have, un^ 
der th^ feelings of those excitements, joined 
themselves to sects; and become very zealous in 
the performance of supposed religious duties, 
by which they have been led into various absurd- 
ities. In the land of my nativity strange ex- 
travagancies have appeared, jumping, dancing, 
and shouting, as though the God of heaven and 
earth could not hear the sighing of the poor and 
needy soul, without all this tumult and confu- 
sion. These absurdities have been a disgrace, 
and will continue to be a disgrace, in whatever 
society they may be practiced. Grod dwells with 
man, and he needs not all this outward show to 
cause him to hear us. He looks not to the posi- 
tion of the bodjii or to the form of words ; but 
he searcheth the hearts, and trieth the reins of 
the children of men — ^he knows the inmost re- 
cesses of our thoughts before they are brought 
forth. 

I have been instructed in the remembrance, 
and perhaps it may be instructive to you, to re- 
member the situation of an eminent prophet. 
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who was once placed alone, after he fled from 
the king, and bad wandered in the wilderness 
for forty days and nights, he came to mount Ho* 
reb, the mount of God. And he came thither 
and lodged there: And, behold the word of the 
Lord came to him, and said unto him, what . 
doest thou here Elijah? And he said, I have 
been very jealous for the Lord God of Hosts: 
for the children of Israel have forsaken thy 
covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain 
thy prophets with the sword ; and I, even I only, 
am left; and they seek my life to take it away. 
And he said, go forth, and stan4 upon the mount ' 
before the Lord. And behold, the Lord passed 
by, and a great and strong wind rent the moun* 
tains, and break in pieces the rocks, before the 
Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind: And 
after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was 
not in the earthquake: And after the earthquake 
a fire; and the Lord was not in the fire: And af* 
ter the fire a still small voice. And it was so, 
when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his faoe 
in his mantle, and went out^nd stood in the 
entering in of the cave: and behold, there came 
a voice unto him, and said what doest thou here 
Elijah ? Here . was a calm — ^a quiet^ and he 
had an om)ortunity to cast all his cares, and 
sorrows, ^d afflictions before hi3 Almighty 
friend, and to receive assurances of protection 
and comfort. They had thrown down the altars 
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and slain the prophets with the sword, and he 
was the only one left, and they sought his life 
to take it away, but instead of being alone, he 
received the comfortable assurance that there 
were yet 7000 in Israel, all the knees which 
had not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth 
which hath not kissed him. 

Now if we would wa^it till the whirlwind 
has passed by, till our minds, which are under 
condemnation have become calm, the light of 
God would bring life into our souls; and we 
should experience a state of quietude, and a 
state of peace in which we could look as did 
Elijah formerly. We could cast all our cares, 
all our troubles and affections upon the bosom 
of our Almighty friend ; and then we should be 
able to receive a solemn assurance, that there 
are ^'7000 yet in Israel, all the knees which had 
not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which 
hath not kissed him.^^ Again, many of those 
who have been convicted for sin, have rushed 
into religious performances, like the horse into 
battle, and have not only been zealous in their 
families and in public, but have listened to the 
cry of those daughters of the horse leech, 
which are never satisfied with their abundance, 
but continue to cry give, give to suppOTt benev- 
olent institutions, bible societies, mtissionary 
societies, and a variety of associations of this 
kind, the object of which is stated to be the con- 
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version of the heathen. But unto what are thejr 
converted — into the power of Go4 which sav- 
eth the soul? No, these poor heathens are 
converted to the dogmas, opinions and ceremo* 
nies of those missionaries, or the societies to 
which they belong ; and often into absurdities 
not inferior to their own. The missionaries 
who have been sent, have gone with great pomp 
and parade; and have endeavoured to bring 
the hoathen of a foreign land, into their parti* 
cular views, dognias, and doctrines. And I am 
verily afraid, that in so doing, they have been 
building, both for themselves and the hear 
then, upon a false foundation — ^making them 
two fold more the ^children of hell than: they 
were before. For many of these beings are ful- 
ly partakers of the divine blessing, that salvation 
which will really and substantially save. They 
have very just ideas of God — He is considered 
by them as a being who knows all things. He 
is all eye, and ear, and mind, and he under- 
stands all things. This was a description giv- 
en by a native of your own forests, an Indian 
not long ago. Can there be a more definite 
idea given of the Deity, than that he sees all 
things, hears all things, knows all our minds, 
thoughts, words and actions? They not only 
believe fill this, but they believe in the operation 
of the spirit upon the mind of man. When 
the good Indian dies, he will be happy, accord- 
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ing to their views; and their views are many 
of them, not more absurd than ours — ^they 
are even less absurd in some respects, for they 
have not a fixed place for the souls of the wick- 
ed ; neither have they a heaven filled like Ma- 
homet^Si^ with sensual enjoyments. Neither are 
they, so far separated from the ideas of recti- 
tude as we have been. And again; it is said, 
that one of these savages who visited a library 
in one of your cities, discovered a copy of the 
Scriptures in very elegant binding. He was 
told that it was the word of God. He saw 
another book, which was one of those commen- 
taries, which have long darkened council, by 
words without knowledge. He was informed 
that it was an explanation of the word of God. 
The poor Indian said, white man^s God, poor 
God, need so much explanation — Indian^s God 
speak here, laying his hand on his heart. This 
shews that the Indians are not altogether igno- 
rant of God. Yet we send missionaries to con- 
vert them from their superstitions, to our vari- 
ety of dogmas, which are many of them, more 
superstitious than any thing which they have 
before known. 

But with respect to these Bible societies, 
i^hich are making such great exertion to send 
the scriptures to the heathen, as they pretend, 
without note or comment — whom do they com- 
mission to this office 1 They are missionaries 
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who are like the daughters of the horse leech, 
crying give, give. There are three things that 
are never satisfied ; yea four things say not, it is 
enough: The grave, and the barren womb; the 
.earth that is not filled with water; and the fire 
that saith not, it is enough. I have never heard 
of any of these societies being satisfied with 
gifts and donations. And can we believe that 
the gospel of Christ can be built on any thing 
which is so corrupt as the love of money, which 
is declared to be the root of all evil.^ And from 
whom is this money obtained? Is it from the. 
righteous-^from those who are willing to build 
up the Lord^s house above the tops of the moun« 
tains, and above the hills, that all nations may 
fiee unto it? Are not < their subscriptions an4 
donations received from the blood thirsty war- 
rior, the oppressor of his brother, the drunkardi 
the whoremonger, the adulterer, and from those 
engaged in eveiy species of evil? It is not vir- 
tue they are asking from them, it is money: 
And can we believe that the Lord^s house is to 
be built up with materials so corruptible as these ? 
No, verily; for the scriptures declare, that the 
vessels of the Lord^s house are holy ; and sure- 
ly they are all holy, for "there shall in no wise 
enter into it whatsoever is impure or unholy, or 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie.'' There- 
fore I want us all, individually, let our name 
and our profession be what they may, to examine 
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these things for ourselves. I want you not to 
take my word with respect to any of these 
things, but I want you to bring this testimony, 
to the witness for God in your own consciences, 
that you may know whether these things are so 
or not; for the witness for God is placed there — 
I want you to come into obedience to it, and to 
experience the*,, joy of God's salvation. If they 
are not so let them pass for what they are worth. 
I desire to Lord it over no man's conscience. I 
have no interested views or motives — I only seek 
your everlasting happiness; and therefore, I 
have spoken unto you with freedom, but I hope 
no more than becometh the gospeL 

The root and ground of the ministry of the 
gospel, I apprehend, stands not in a legal know- 
ledge of tongues and languages; but if we ever 
become members of the church of Christ; and 
if ever we become members of the gospel, it 
will not be by study ; it will not be by human 
learning; for the natural man, can only under- 
stand the things of a man. All the knowledge 
that we can obtain, by the aid of the arts, sci- 
ences, and philosophy, with a knowledge of rhet? 
oric, elocution and the elements of theology, so 
called, can never prepare, can never form or 
instruct one single solitary minister of the gosr 
pel. And therefore, if we ever come to be 
ministers of the gospel, in faith and unity, it 

6 
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must not be tbrough literary knowledge, but by 
an education in the school of Christ. Know- 
ing therefore, the terror of the Lord, for 
sin and disobedience, we persuade men to be 
reconciled to God. I well remember when my 
soul was in the depths of his judgments, and 
when I was willing to be, to do, and to suflfer^ 
any thing that was required at my hands; when 
I was even willing to give up my natural life, if 
I might have an assurance of peace with God. 

I have not had a theological education, nor a 
classical education — I am not a prophet, neither 
a prophet^s son; neither was I trained up in the 
school of war, to enable me to make merchan- 
dize of the souls of the people. I was trained 
up to labour; and I yet labour for the support 
of myself and those dependent on me. But 
when my soul was thus brought into the depths 
of judgment, so that I was willing to submit to 
any thing, there was begotten in me a love for 
the whole human family ; and I earnestly desir- 
ed their preservation from evil, and that they 
might enter into the city of our God. And un- 
der the influence of this love, my mind was en- 
abled, as I believed it was right, to speak a word 
of caution unto my brethren and sisters where 
I resided. It was well accepted, and this was 
my first beginning. These were the motives 
which led me forth ; and these are the motives 
at the present, which have brought me from an 
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a£fectionate wife and family, and led me, though 
an alien and a foreigner in a strange land, to 
this place, that we may be edified together, and 
God be glorified ; and that by the mutual faith 
of both, instructed together in wisdom, and come 
more fully under the influence of those princi- 
ples, which I am not ashamed to acknowledge, 
have brought peace to my mind. I would by no 
means teach you any dogmas, or prescribe any 
forms of doctrine ; but desire you as you desire 
your souls^ salvation, to come under the influ- 
ence of that principle which brings sorrow (ox 
disobedience, but which will make you wiser 
than all your teachers ; for it will instruct you 
in the wisdom of Godliness, to worship God in 
spirit and in truth. 

For what is worship ? Is it to preach, to pray, 
or to sing outwardy? No. They form no part 
of worship. And what is preaching? The 
preaching of the gospel is experienced in every 
ereature--rit is that which baptisingly instructs 
us to determine between good and evil. It is 
preached in us baptisingly, that evil brings sor- 
row, and that what is right brings peace. This 
is a principle which we all recognize There 13 
something in man which operates immediately 
on the hearts — this is the preaching of the gos- 
pel. When men neglect this operation, ttiey 
will come to undervalue it, and call it a natural 
light; something given to us as our natural con- 
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science. We undervalue this prii)ciple~-we 
despise this light, and necessarily crucify uidxi 
ourselves, the son of God afresh, and put him 
to an opeh shame. But if preaching, the gospel 
opens the understanding, we must remember and 
attend to its manifestetions. If we do not at- 
tend unto it in its manifestations, I am convinc- 
ed that we shall build up a partition wall be- 
tween ourselves and our God. And what is 
prayer? Is it the repetition of a certain form of 
words, upon the knees ? Does God see any par^ 
ticular position of the body, with acceptance; 
or any (ocm of words? No, verily: And I am 
afraid that we often commit grievous sins by our 
b3rpocrisy, when, whether we are prepared or 
not, we, at stated times, fall down and make use 
of the words of Obrist, the words of our own 
contrivance, or of others ; and when we preach 
from books or extempore. Let us look a little 
at the prayer of Christ to his disciples — ^^^Our 
Father which art in heaven.'' We never can 
call God father, till we are begotten into his 
nature, and into the likeness of his person and 
image, his power of holiness, righteousness and 
truth. Till we come to experience this opera* 
tfon in our own minds, he is not our Father, we 
are not begotten of him. And how can we say 
"hallowed be thy name,'' when we perform and 
practice the absurdity of swearing by his name? 
"But I say unto you, swear not at idl ; neither 
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by heaTen, for it is God^s throne; nor by the 
earth, for it is his footstool: Neither by Jerusa- 
lem ; for it is the city of the great King. Neither 
shall thou swear by thy head, because thou canst 
not make one hair white or black. "^ We are not 
to swear at all^ because the law under which we 
profess to live, leads into that truth and unity 
of conduct, in possession of these virtues which 
cannot make a lie, because the spirit of God 
dwelleth in him. Hence it is an absurdity, for 
any of us who are under the influence of this 
principle, to swear by God. "But let your com- 
munication be yea, yea; nay, nay: for whatso- 
ever is more than these, cometh of evil, and 
must necessarily have the same tendency. But 
if the spirit of Grod be not operating in us, we 
shall not learn to speak the truth by all the tests 
and oaths that were ever invented — ^they never 
can do it. "Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy 
wiH be done in earth as it is done in heaven.^' 
How dan we say this, when we are opposing 
his will even in our own minds, and of course 
are not come into his kingdom. We never can 
experience it while we arc in a state of rebel- 
lion, and while we are adverse to his law99» And 
yet we hypocriticaliy adopt the language, "thy 
will be done in earth as it is done in heaven*^^ 
We pray God to "give us this day our daily 
bread ;" but instead of wanting spiritual nourish- 
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ment, we have clothed ourselves with opinions 
and dogmas, and will not receive it at his hands. 
We are righteous and wise in our own eyes; and 
will not attend to his manifestations; and yet 
we beg on our bended knees, that he will give 
us our daily bread, when we have formed a sys- 
tem, and are endeavouring to live under its re- 
quirements, instead of receiving daily wisdom 
from that unalterable, that almighty and eternal 
source of life and light. ^Forgive us our tres* 
passes as we forgive those who trespass against 
us." We never can forgive those who trespass 
against us, while in this spirit. We talk about 
forgiving, but we never can forgive ; neither are 
we forgiven ; and therefore I want us to exam- 
ine our rule of prayer, for we must alter all 
these things before we can ascribe ^Hhe kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.'' 

What is prayer? It is not a particular form 
of words ; but it is eveiy aspiration of the soul 
of man, devoted to God, with a desire to do his 
will. As every aspiration is a prayer, there is 
nothing easier than to pray to God, for he is in 
every devoted soul — ^^'I dwell in the high and 
holy place, with him also that is of a contrite 
and 4iumble spirit, that trembles at my word^ 
which will receive the spirit of the humble and 
the contrite ." Hence, however deep our contri- 
tion may be, however remote from the comforts 
of our own minds, if we draw near unto him in 



4? 

a spirit of supplication, our prayer will be ac- 
ceptable in his sight, and precious as the even- 
ing sacrifice. What an unspeakable blessing is 
it, that we can have this access to Grod the Fa- 
ther, thi-ough the spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
With respect to singing. How can we sing, 
till we have experienced a deliverance from the 
influence of those dispositions which separate 
us from God.** How can our singing avail us? 
I appeal to yourselves, whether there is a single 
psalm to be found in the whole collection, which 
a company like this could sing and not lie unto 
God? Can we for instance, begin and sing 
•'rivers of tears ran down my cheeks, because 
they keep not thy law?" When we keep not 
the laws of God, and when many of us have 
never bewailed our own backslidiugs: or can we 
even say ''as the heart panteth after the water 
bi;x)oks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God" — 
when our minds are more intent on the gratifi^ 
cation of our animal propensities, than in serv- 
ing God. In singing praises to his name I am 
renewedly convinced that Israel could not sing 
until they were delivered from bondage: when 
Pharaoh and the Egyptian host were pursuing 
them behind, and the Red Sea before them, this 
was not a time for rejoicing; for they were af- 
flicted and distressed, and therefore commanded 
to be still, and see the salvation of God. But 
when they had experienced a deliverance, and 
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had passed over the Red Sea, and their enemies 
had been destroyed — there was a time for re- 
joicing — ^they sung Psalms; they felt "the moun^ 
tains to skip like rams, and the little hills like 
lambs. What ailed thee, O thou Sea, that thou 
fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou wast driven 
back? Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams ; 
and ye little hills, like lambs? Tremble, thou 
earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the pres- 
ence of the God of Jacob; which turned the 
rock into a standing water, the flint into a foun- 
tain of waters.'** The same power which was 
gracious to Israel, and which placed him in a 
land flowing with milk and honey, is still able 
to do for us spiritually, as he did for them out- 
wardly. His arm is not shortened that he can- 
not save, nor his ears heavy that he cannot 
hear; but it is our iniquity, that has separated 
between iis and our peace: and it must be by a 
removal of this obstruction, that we can enjoy 
the light of his countenance, and that when this 
mortality shall put on immortality, and this cor- 
ruptible shall put on incorruptiqn, we shall yet 
flourish unhurt, amid the war of elements, the 
wreck of matter, and the crush of worlds. 
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"To what purpose is the mtiltitudy of font 
sacrifices uDto me? saith' the Lord: t sitn Ml bf 
the burnt oflfeHng of ratns, and the fat of fed 
beasts ; and I dfelight not in the Wbod bf bu^ 
locks, or of lambs, or of 'he-goats: bring'tio mbi^ 
Tain oblations ; ' inci^nsb is an aboiUidtitibn uilttih 
inerthe new mbons ahd s^bbatbs, the balling dl 
assemblies, I cannot, away with ; it is iiiiquitf ^ 
even th^ soliemn meeting; wash you, make you 
clean; put away ttie evil of your doings frdiaa 
before milie ej^es; cease to do evil: learn to dtt 
Well; seek* judgment, relieve the oppressed, 
judge the fatherless, |)lead for the widow^ 
Come now, and let us reason together, saith this 
Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow; though they bfe red like 
crimsbn, they stall be as wobl." ' 

Here is a plain and unequivocal distinction 
between formality and religion. One leads to 
a strict observance of external rites and cew- 
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monies; and that not only under the legal dispen-^ 
sation, but under every dispensation of Grod to 
man ; whether it leads to an observance of the 
law, or to the fulfilment of the rituals of that 
cloudy dispensation, the law of Moses — ^which 
made not the observers thereof perfect This 
we discover by the command ^^wash you, make 
you clean; put away the evil of your doings 
from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn 
to dp ^ell; seek judgment, relieve the oppress- 
•4^ ividge the fatherless, plead for tjie widow;'' 
«jid the efiejet which this was to produce, is 
described in these words, ^^Come now, and let 
us, reason together, saith the Lqrd: though your 
sins be as, scarlet, they shall be as white sa snow, 
^oug^ they b^ red like crimson, they shall be 
aswQol.'' 

And J apprehend there is as great necessiiy 
for tiiis cleansing operation, in the present day, 
as ever there was under the Jewish dispensation: 
And there is a medium appointed, whereby these 
effects can be produced, on eveiy individual of 
the human family. We are all objects of this 
{tt'ovision, for as the soul of the servant, so is 
the soul of the master; as the soul of the hand- 
maid, so with her mistress. Now the medium 
whereby these effects are produced, is within 
ourselves; and none of us need say, who shall 
ascend into heaven to bring Christ down from 
above; or who shall descend into the depths to 
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brin^ him up ; and this i& th^ word which the 
Gospel has preiached unto you. 

And what is the Gospel ? Is it mere declama- 
tion? ts it the mere acknowledgment of cei^- 
tain abstract propositions, concerning the truth ) 
or is it the teaching the doginas and opinions of 
this or that society? Is this Gospel? No, taf 
brethern, it is that which can never make per- 
fect — It is that which stands in the wisdom, of 
man, and is without the word or power of God. 
But the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
power of God unto salvation, to every one that 
believeth; but not the Scriptures^ or historical 
account of his outward appearance in that pre- 
pared body of flesh. It consists in love and 
communion of our heavenly Father, whethet* 
ihey have received the Scriptures or not; for in 
these days men have made them the foundation 
of much spurious religion. God is the same 
unto all ; and all are equally subjects qf his re« 
gard, and all may equally receive his salvatioti 
in that manner, who look unto him. ^^For the 
word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharp- 
er than any two edged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of the soul and spirit, 
and of the joints and marrow, and is a discern^ 
er of the thoughts and intents of the heart ^' 
The reason why this is not more felt is^ because 
of our disobedience — ^^it is because we have cru- 
cified into ourselves the son of. God afresh, and 
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now, in bi&i new and spiritual appearance, baye 
put him to an open shame, by offering unto him 
the blood of bullocks, burnt offerings of rams^ 
and the fat of fed beasts, and of he-goats: And 
because we have neglected to wash and cleanse^ 
and to put away the evil of our doings, to recti- 
fy our passions, and to crucify those passion9 
which separate us from the source of all purity; 
80 that darkness covers the earth, and gross 
darkness the people. And from this cause it. is, 
that when we are thus assembled, instead of 
being prepared to hear the word, and worship 
in spirit and in truth, we are prepared to hear 
what this, that or another individual may have 
to|say upon abstract propositions relative to the 
truth. 

Now, what are these abstract propositions? 
Abstract propositions may be applied to truth; 
but they can never form a part of its essence. 
They are in truth but human speculations; and 
by these abstract propositions, we may under- 
stand what is generally considered the doctrines 
of various religious societies of the present day ; 
and although they may be considered by many 
as essential in religion, I want it to be under- 
stood, and I desire to be your companion in th^ 
belief, that these abstract propositions never can 
form a part pf the vitality of the true system^ 
They may have a tendency to disguise it; but 
we have a strong consolation, that truth needs 
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no cover. It never appears more amiable, than 
when it appears in its own simplicity, as» receiv- 
ed from the great fountain of all truth and wis- 
dom. 

"Therefore, leaving the principles of the doc- 
trine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; 
not laying again the foundation of repentance, 
from dead works, and of faith towards God, of 
jibe doctrine of baptism, and of laying on of 
hands, and of the resurrection of the dead, and of 
eternal judgment And this will we do if God 
permit ^^ From this we find, that these princi- 
ples, doctrines and views, into which some have 
been led, are not a sufficient rule of faith and 
conduct: And wherefore? Because the same di- 
vine illimitable power, which led the apostles, 
and other righteous men, in former times, is still 
extended to the human family; and none need 
say to his neighbour or brother, know ye the 
Lord, for we may all know him, from the least 
to the greatest ; and may experience the declara- 
tion fulfilled in our own selves. I will forgive 
them their sins and iniquities, and remember 
them no more. How vain it is, then, to be per- 
plexied about these abstract propositions about 
truth, used in obscuring and preventing the gra- 
cious piiu*poses of Omnipotence, not only at the 
oomii)g of our Lord Jesus Christ in the body of 
flesh, but denyin<i; him in his new and spiritual 
appearance, wh^n he shall come a second time, 
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without sin; as a teacber^ preserver, minister) 
sanctifier in the true tabernacle which God has 
pitched, and not man-^a tabernacle not made 
with hands^ but by God. ''Know ye not that 
ye are the temple of God, and that the spirit 
of God d welleth in you ? If any man defile the 
temple of God; him shall God destroy: for the 
temple of God is holy, which temple ye are." 
Let no man deceive himself. ''If any man among 
you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him 
become a fool that he may be wise.^ If we come 
not to enter within the veil, which is the holiest 
of all, we can have no communication between 
€rod and our souls; we can never go further than 
to be worshippers in the outward courts: if we 
offer the blood of bullocks, and the burnt offer*- 
ings of rams and he goats, and are strict in the 
performance of all the outward rituals of the 
various professions or names in the christian 
world. Although we may be bowing our heads 
like a bulrush, and may lift up our voice like a 
trumpet ; yet if it does not emanate from the spi*- 
rit of Christ, it is nothing better, while wanting 
this, than a sounding brass, a tinkling cytnbal. 
And I am renewedly convinced, while I stand 
among you, that a great part of the religicm 
of the present day, is better calculated to con^ 
demn mankind than to save their souls. It 
leads us to place our dependence on those alh 
stract propositions, doctrines and dogmas, taught 
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iDg us on one side, that we must go into the 
water and be baptised, and on another, that we 
must heeomejpartakers of the bread and wine, 
as symbolicaf of the second coming of Christ j 
and by which^ I apprehend, we deny him in his 
first and second coming. For if we believe in 
the baptism of the holy Ghost and fire, as de* 
clared by John: ^I indeed baptise you with 
water unto repentance: but he that cometh after 
me is mightier than I ; he shall baptise you with 
the Holy Ghost, and with fire/^ If we believe 
this baptism, with these weak and beggarly ele* 
ments, and that not merely as preparatory to his 
coming, we thereby virtually deny his coming 
in the flesh, under the gospel dispensation; and 
if we are partaking of bread and wine as em- 
blematical of his second coming, in bis new and 
i^iritual appearance, do we not virtually deny 
him in these two particulars. Others have 
adopted abstract views, and dignified them with 
the name of religion, while the life, power, and 
vitality thereof, is wanting. These things ought 
not so to be. It is the operation of the power 
of God upon the spirit; it is the revelation of 
Jesus Christ, the immutable rock, on which the 
true Church is, and ever has been, and will be 
l^uilt 

I lay in Zion a foundation, a stone, a tried 
atone, a precious corner stone, a sure founda* 
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tion. He that believeth on this iStofitB, shall i^ot 
be confounded; for there is no othet* name giveil 
under heaven, whereby we can experience salr 
vation, only the name of Jesus Chrii^t, wbich is 
the power of God unto salvatidn, I veWly be- 
lieve, whether Jew or Gentile. But I appre- 
hend, that many people hsive indulged in these 
abstract propositions, which have e&tended widid 
over Christendom, and taken place ^ of expen- 
mental truth. They have taken the name of 
Jesus Christ, his outward name and outward 
body, and professed to believe in his mii^cles^ 
and those things which he performed when in 
his prepared body, in which he did hii& heavenly 
Father's will. We must believe in all these 
things, and I sincerely hope therb are none* dk^ 
posed to disbelieve them, not that this id essen* 
tial that they believe in all these historical ac* 
counts. And wherefore.^ Because these were 
under .the former dispensation ; and in some of 
these acts was that dispensation fulfilled. And 
I apprehend, that lessons of deep instruction are ' 
to be found in the miracles of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. But it is not by a mere historical know- 
ledge of them — it is not by reading them as they 
are recorded, and by bringing them down to om 
own natural powers and faculties, that we ar^ 
to be profited. But I have been ready to be^ 
lieve, that when we read them under Uie influ- 
ence of the divine spirit, by the revelcttion of 
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Christ, which is the only name by which salvtt- 
tioD can be experieaced, there is scarcely an act 
of his recorded^ which may not become a lesson 
of instruction to the mind. 

I want us to remember that it is not enough . 
to look to the Scriptures; but that it is essential 
for us to look inward, and come to a knowledge 
of God. A knowledge of the Scriptures may 
be an excellent band-maid — ^an excellent servant; 
as they are undoubtedly given for our comfort, 
reproof, correction and instruction in reghteous- 
ness; but they never "can bring us to a knowledge 
ef God, because he is inwardly revealed. 

Now when we come under the influence of 
this principle, when our understanding becomes 
Opened, by its manifestations, then, we know 
every miracle which he did, renewedly opened 
tfid performed within our own souls; then those 
which were outward, now become inward and 
spiritual; and thus opens the blind eyes and 
unstops the deaf ears, even at the present day — 
he heals us of every sickness and malady, and 
rittses us from death unto life. These ar^ the 
operations of his power; and this is a baptism 
of the Holy Ghost; which can speak, not in 
words; but in power. 

And I am r^ewedly convinced, and I am not 
aliiaid to declare it among you, that opiniilps 
are not religion, neUher is declamation Gospel. 

8 
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It is the washing which makes us clean.*-— 
^ Wash yon ; make you clean ; put away the evil 
of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to 
do evil ; learn to do well ; seek judgment, re- 
lieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead 
for the widow/^ And in order to do this, I am 
convinced, we must obey tiie Apostolic injunc- 
tion. "Therefore, leaving the principle of the 
doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection ; 
not laying again the foundation of repentance, 
from dead works, and of faith toward God, of 
the doctrine of baptism, and of laying on of 
hands, and of the resurrection of the dead, and oi 
eternal judgment. And this will we do if Ood 
permit.^^ And I apprehend there is no other me- 
dium, than that of baptism; but this is not a 
baptism with water; for you may wash from 
youth to old age, and not cleanse the soul of one 
sin or of pne lust Tou may eat bread and 
wine from youth to old age; this may serine to 
sustain the body ; but it will not suppc»*t the 
soul — it will not give life to the spirit — it will 
not unite us to God. And I apprehend it is so, 
of every other abstract proposition, with which 
we attempt to cloliie the truth. It has a tenden- 
cy to cover it, and obscure its manifestations, and 
to bring us into that gross darkness which 
c^ers the minds of the people. 

Now lei us look a little at liiis baptism, which 
is necessary to salvation. It is to be found in 
every mind, wherever there is a human being 
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cation between the souls of other beings; for as 
our bodies have intercourse together, so have J 
souls and spirits: And God is a spirit; and it is • 
said that, they who worship him, must wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth. We are not to 
build up Babels in our own will and wisdom ; 
for none of this is the worship, that I want us 
all to come into. And we never can worship 
till we have experienced this manifestation — ^till 
it has cleansed our hearts and rectified our pas- 
sions — ^for God will not dwell in impure or un- 
holy vessels. And what is it that produces 
these effects? lean remember when my soul 
was brought into a concern for its everlasting 
well being; I can remember when I mourned 
for a Saviour, almost in my infancy ; and when 
my soul was cast down in deep humility within 
me, in solitary places, when young in years; 
and this was not because I had been educated in 
a formal observance of these things ; for I never 
had been thus educated. It was from a concern 
originating in my own mind ; and I feel no hes- 
itation in believing, that every concern on your 
minds, has been impressed upon it by the finger 
of God. This is a baptism of the Holy Ghost; 
and it is a baptism essential unto salvation. 

Now if we attend to these things as they' 
pass in our own minds, they will bring us into 
a knowledge of ourselves. We shall come to ' 
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know tliat which is livingly written in everjr 
heart that is born of God ; and here we get in-* 
. struction. Now if we continue under the ope- 
* ration of these principles, we cannot commit aa 
evil action, think an evil thought, or speak an 
evil word, without feeling sorrow, trouble, and 
confusion; and this trouble and confusion, arise 
from a kind of despair and of horror; nay, from 
every feeling in which there is torment, and thus 
bringing ourselves into a hell even on this side 
the grave, and while clothed with mortality. 
There will be no joy, no hope, no consolation 
while in time, for we have crucified unto ourselves 
the son of God, and put him to open shame; but 
must continue in a place of torment, and if we 
have denied these manifestations, we shall grow 
stronger in evil propensities, and hence our tes- 
timony will grow weaker and weaker. When 
fully come under this divine influence, the more 
fully shall we be uniteii to the gospel of Christ, 
which is the power of God unto salvation — 
this is Christ in you the hope of glory. There 
are many corroborative scripture testimonies, 
which go to prove, that there is a portion of 
this manifestation given to every man to profit 
with all — a manifestation sufiicient unto salva-* 
tion. Here the gospel is preached baptisingly 
in every creature. Go ye, therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptising them into the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
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Ghost This is presented to you under the in- 
fluence of this power, and thus we come into 
a kiiowled^ of God, as many of you can bear 
testimony. And when you have been reading 
tiie scriptures, and when your minds have been 
brought into solemnity and quietude, you have 
had your understandings opened — perhaps pas- 
sages of scriptures may have appeared to you 
in a more beautiful garb. Perhaps from other 
writings, and not from the scriptures only, have 
you be^n instructed, and impressions made up- 
on your minds, furnishing evidence of the mer- 
cy, wisdom, power and other attributes of God^ 
Now when this kind of instruction is sealed 
upon the mind, we never can be moved, we 
cannot be led into doubts and fears; for it does 
not lead into, but out of perplexities. It 
builds on a foundation, against which^ all the 
powers, of death, hell, and the grave, can never 
prevail. And it has an unequivocal effect to 
produce, in our minds, the state of which John 
testified ''I am the voice of one , crying in the 
wilderness, make straight the way of the Lord ;" 
and when this is done, "every valley shall be ex- 
alted, and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low: And the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough plain: And the glory of the Lord 
thall cover the whole earth, even as the waters 
cover the sea. Now, I cannot conceive that 
the roughness and undulating surface of this 
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globe is understood to be brought under the in« 
fluence of this operative principle; every valley 
shall be exalted, and every mount^n and hill 
shall be made low, and the crooked and perverse 
dispositions shall be made straight, and the 
rough places smooth. And I apprehend, that 
according to our various dispositions will ht 
these operations. The minds may be compared 
to the mountains, lofty, high, cruel, fierce, 6^. 
If there are any of these mountains in the mind, 
which have not been brought low, this opera- 
tion will have a tendency to bring them to a 
proper level ; for all of these will have to come 
low, and be brought under this regulating pow- 
er; as many, very many, have had to mourn 
over the inequality of their own temper and 
dispositions; because they have given way to 
the ebullitions of anger, cruelty, passion and 
lust; dnd where these have been predominating 
feelings in their minds, and if willing to submit, 
feelings of sorrow, distress, judgment^ then 
come into that Godly sorrow, which worketh 
repentance not to be repented of. This is the 
ministration of condemnation, and it is glorious 
in its season, because it makes way unto the 
ministration of life. 

When our minds become alienated from our 
darling lusts, then this divine principle reproves 
for evil^ and speaks peace to the soul, and then 
we become partakers of the divine consolation, 
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and bear testimony to the joy of God's salvation . 
And this knowledge of God — ^tbis experimental 
knowledge, will grow with our growth, and in- 
crease with our strength, and we shall thus be 
brought first to be babes and children in Christy 
and our ideas will be few, and confined to our 
immediate observation; but as we grow up 
through faith, we shall experience a grovrth of 
our ideas in experimental things, and as the 
opening buds of reason, and the powers of the 
child are more fully developed, we shall become 
as young men, strong, but wanting experience. 
Here it is that we are apt to be rash and head- 
strong — ^here it is that we are liable to give way 
to vain imaginations, which lead to open rebel- 
lion. We are apt to imagine, that now we have 
attained to a knowledge of God, we may take 
our rest. Many have gone thus far, and praised 
God on the banks of deliverance, but have set 
down with the knowledge obtained, and instead 
of going on firom stature to stature, and to give 
unto babes meat in due season, we have set 
down content with what we have experienced, 
and have finally become proud, high minded and 
Pharisaical, instead of being leaders of others. 
They have been in a degree partakers of the gos* 
pel of the Lord Jesus Christ, having been edu- 
cated, nominally, in the school of Christ, and 
according to the forms of this or that religious 
society ; and their habits have led them into a 



64 

kind of morality, consistent with the views of 
the world; and they have become members of 
these churches, and from that to be denominated 
ministers of the gospeL This has been a cause 
and source of incalculable evil to the churches 
of the present day; for it is from them that the 
younger members look up for examples and ad^ 
vice — they look up to them for instructicm, when 
they have yet hardly learned the principles of 
the first oracles of God. For it is not> that 
which we have learned in this, that, or the other 
way, that can avail us, for we cannot live except 
we abide m the vine. ^^I am the vine, ye are 
the branches: he that abideth in me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without me ye can do nothing." We must con- 
tinue in his power, for if we separate ourselves 
from him, death is the inevitable consequence. 
But however high and lofty — however over 
bearing our disposition may be, if we will sub- 
mit to this instruction, it will bring us> to a pro- 
per level. There are others who are ready to 
adopt the language of the Psalmist: ^^Hath God 
forgotten to be gracious.^ Hath he in anger shut 
up his tender mercies.^ Is his mercy clean gone 
forever?" Now, this man needs nottebe re- 
proved with severity, nor the baptism of fire, but 
has become partaker of his consolation. These 
are the valleys that shall be exalted — these are 
the perverse dispositions that shall be made 
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straight — mi tiien it is that the glory of the 
Lord shall cover the earth, and all flesh shall 
see it In this it is that we experience the pow* 
er of God unto salvation ; and know that po w^ 
er revealed in man against all unrighteousness 
and ungodliness of man- And if we come un- 
der the influence of this principle, how insig- 
nificant will appear, all the principles, doctrines, 
and dogmas of men. For all the abstract pro- 
positions which have been applied to truth and 
religion, have never formed any part of its es- 
sence; but they have led the minds of thousands 
ofif, to substitute self-righteousness; for that hu- 
mili^ which leads to the peacable practice of 
heavenly virtue, which can never be obtained 
but by an obedience to the manifestations of the 
power of God ; that manifestation of the power 
of God, or operation of his spirit, spirit of 
Christ; and it is thus that some of us have not 
depended on these things which are external, 
believing that all these miracles are performed 
spiritually upon every well regulated mind, 
bringing us to see the things which are to be 
known by experience. 

It is not merely the blood of Christ, shed 
without the gates of Jerusalem that can save us; 
but when we come to know his blood to be a 
circulating medium within us, giving vitality to 
our whole system ; when we become partakers 
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of its nature, and experience its crucifying in- 
fluence in and through our whole soul, then we 
shall come to know that the blood of Jesus 
Christ.cleanses us from all sin. Then we shall be- 
come partakers of his nature, and be governed 
by the same power, by which he was governed ; 
which was the power of Grod, enabling him to 
do all these mighty works, to perform so many 
miracles, and to leave all those valuable records 
and precepts; and in short, to work out man^s 
salvation. But the salvation of man, and I am 
not afraid to repeat it, was nevep wrought out 
by any outward act of the outward body; but 
by the spirit which communes with spirit — 
which operates upon the spirit of man and 
*4eads him out of sin and corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God.^* Here, 
there is neither Jew nor Greek, Barbarian nor 
Scythian, bond nor free ; neither Baptist, Pres- 
byterian, Episcopalian, nor Quaker; who, if 
they come under the influence of this principle^ 
and are guided by its power, let their names be 
what they may, will not be equally objects of 
Divine favour. And I apprehend that these 
divisions, which have arisen among the gather- 
ed churches, so called, must cease to prevail 
among us; or they will entitle us to the name 
of antichrist: For they have arisen, not from 
union, but from separating themselves, by mak- 
ing nice philosophical distinctions and abstract 
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propositions, instead of attending |o the reveal- 
ed truth. And I apprehend, that these differ- 
ences in names and forms, if those who coun- 
tenance them come to that state in which they 
experience the glory of Ihe Lord^ to cover their 
minds as the waters cover the sea, will sink into 
their native insignijficanoe: And that power 
being substituted for the forms which now pre- 
vail, our righteousness will be complete in 
Christ. 

O my friends^ if you ever experience these 
things — if ever you come under this divine 
power, it will not proceed from what your Fa- 
thers have taught you— not from reading the 
scriptures; notwithstanding they were written, 
no doubt by inspiration from God. But as the 
same arm is stretched forth for our deliverance, 
and for our suppoit, we must individually expe- 
rience its operation — we must individually come 
under its invigorating power, under those man- 
ifestations which open our understanding for 
the reception of those truths which are essen- 
tial to our salvation. And until we experience 
these, worship in the outward courts must con- 
tinue; and this is what my soul dreads, least 
these worshippers in the outward courts be trod- 
deti down with the gentile nations. And whilst 
these worshippers in the outward courts are un- 
der the government of these affections, depending 
^n the efficacy of the outward blood of Christ 
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and the Scriptures of truth, to lead them day 
by day; they may institute family worship if 
they choose, but it will rather produce darkness 
than light. We may pray with our families, 
we may use forms of words and call it prayer, 
we may i^ad the Scriptures once, twice, or 
three times a day, and what will be its tendency 
upon the minds of our families? The tendency 
ivill be, that they will gain a name for fulfilling 
all the righteousness of the outward law; but, 
renewedly convinced I am (and I know it from 
experience) that if we adopt the practice of 
reading the Scriptures at particular hours, it 
will have a tendency to harden the young minds 
of children; because thus adhering to outward 
and sectarian . forms, they will not receive these 
divine truths; and this adherence will beget a 
spirit of enmity ; and perhaps I may appeal to 
others, who have noticed the very same thing, 
whether they have not found, that it has increase 
ed the reluctance of children to attend to such 
instruction. If we are ever made serviceable tio 
our children (and I consider the responsibility 
of parents as peculiarly awful) if we are ever 
made the instruments of instructing them in 
divine things, it must not be by imposing pecu- 
liar restrictions, nor by forcing them into a per- 
formance of duties which they cannot compre- 
hend; neither must it be by giving precept upon 
pfecept, and line upon line, day by day: Fop 
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these things will have a tendency to harden eve- 
ry tender feeling. I remember the injunction of 
a beloved parent, when I had children that were 
young: he told me to be careful and tell them 
what was right, and to see that they did it 
And I well remember when a child of mine, 
very young, asked me the meaning of some text 
of Scripture, not being able to answer the plain 
question of alittle girl, I said you are too young to 
understand such matters; it was an important les- 
son to me, which I pray I may never forget, as it 
serves to show how incapable we are of fulfil- 
ing the awful duty of parents. I apprehend 
there are others in the same situation in which 
I then was; and are we to find a remedy by 
searching the Scriptures, ourselves? No: We 
must come to a knowledge of God, in order to 
get to a knowledge of the Scriptures. Re- 
member that all wisdom is founded on a know- 
ledge of God, It is not a mere profession or 
belief, or any abstract proposition respecting his 
attributes, that will answer the purpose. But 
all the knowledge of God is predicated on 
knowledge, and that knowledge which is right 
and essential to salvation, must be obtained 
through that baptism which I have endeavoured 
to open to your view. 

I remember when our Lord and Saviour Je- 
sus Christ, had performed a miracle on the 
blind man, he said, '^Dost thou believe on the 
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son of God ?'' He replied, ^^who is he, Lord, 
th at I might believe on him ?'' He experienced 
that power which we all must experience, in or- 
der to believe. Jesus said unto him, thou hast 
both seen him, and it is he that talketh with 
thee. It was the same power which had re- 
lieved him of his outward malady: and he said, 
yea Lord, I believe; and he worshipped him. 
^^And Jesus said, for Judgment I am come into 
this world, that they which see Hot might see, 
and that they which see might be made blind. '^ 
Now, my friends, here is instruction in this ac- 
count. For if judgment come into the world^ 
they which saw not, must see, and they who are 
depending on the blood of bullocks, must be made 
conscious of the state of darkness in which they 
are placed. ^And Jesus said, for Judgment I 
am come into the world, that they which see 
not, might see, and that they which see. might 
be made blind.'' Then said the Pharisees unto 
him, "Are we blind also? Jesus said unto thena^ 
if ye were blind, ye should have no sin: and 
now ye say, we see; therefore your sin remain- 
eth." When they are willing to become blind, 
and poor, and lame, and miserable ; and to be 
taught of God, and to experience his operative 
power in them, then they will come into a state ' 
to experience consolation, and to know that de- 
claration fulfilled, that though the Lord shall 
give you the bread of adversity, and the water 
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of affliction to drink, yet shall not thy teacher be 
removed into a comer any more, but thee shall 
see thy teacher, and thine ears will, hear a voice 
behind thee, saying, this is the vsray, walk ye in 
it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye 
turn to the left; and I apprehend that it is only 
as we come to experience these things, these 
operations in our own minds, that we shall ever 
come to a right knowledge of the scriptures: for 
it is here that we can know that Michael and 
his angels fought, and the dragon fought with 
his angels, and prevailed not, neither was there 
place found any more in heaven. It is here that 
religion will not find a hope of future reward 
or a dread of future punishment A great part 
of our religion is founded on a hope of reward 
as the acting motive ; the spring of action is self- 
gratification ; being founded on a dread of hell 
for punishment, the motive is self-love; but 
this can never work righteousness ; neither can 
it teach us to worship. This righteousnt:s of 
the heart, must be brought under the divine in- 
fluence, before we can worship in spirit and in 
truth. Many look for a reward; which, I be- 
lieve, is their predominating motive and rule of 
action. But I apprehend, that that which is the 
most distinguishing attribute of God, will be- 
come a prevailing power, and will regulate our 
minds; and when we come into it, we shall 
know that there is war in heaven^ And where 
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is heaven? There are those who are looking 
away to a heaven of self-gratification, and even 
placing it at a great distance beyond the grave. 
And to escape from the pains of h^U, they have 
placed it at a great distance beyond the grave. 
But it is a declaration of him in whom ye say 
ye believe — ^^^the kingdom of heaven is within 
you,^' and it is there that the judgment is set, 
and the books are opened; and it is there that 
we must know, that there was war in heaven. 
^^M ichael and his angels fought, and the dragon 
and his angels. '^ And when we come to know 
the angel of love to have dominion over the de- 
vil of hatred ; and the angel of mercy, to pre- 
dominate over the demon of cruelty ; and the 
angel of temperance, to war with and overcome 
the demon of intemperance ; when we come to 
know the angel of hope to cast out the angel of 
despair; and every heavenly disposition, and 
every ministering angel of God to rule in us; 
then we shall not only know war in heaven, 
Michael and his angels overcoming the dragon 
and his angels ; the power of God contending 
in us, and thus, blessed be the name of Israelis 
God, the captain of our salvation is unconquer- 
ed and unconquerable. The dragon was cast 
out with his angels, neither was there place 
found any more in heaven. When these results 
are produced, and we come under the govern- 
ment of that power in which we can know all 
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the oppostn^ d^om caat out of the miiid, tlMd 

we can fulfil every injunction of Christ; love our 
enemies: we can bless them that curse us, pray 
for them that despitefully use us, and persecute 
us. And here one mountain is removed; for 
when the very root and ground of enmity is 
cast out ; when the principle of love predomi- 
nates, then we can love our neighbour as our- 
selves. And who is our neighbour? We shall 
then come to know the neighbourship which is 
spoken of in these words: And Jesus, answer- 
ing, said, a certain man went down from Jeru- 
salem to Jerico, and fell among thieves, which 
stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, 
and departed leaving him half dead. And, by 
chance, there came down a certain priest that 
way; and when he saw him, he passed by on 
the other side. And likewise a Levite, when 
he was at the place, came and looked at him, 
and, passed by on the other side. But a certain 
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he wasj 
and when he saw him, he had compassion on 
him, and went to him, and bound up his wounds, 
pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his ovm 
beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care 
of him. And on the morrow, when he depart- 
ed, he took out two pence, and gave them unto 
the host, and said unto him. Take care of him: 
and whatsoever thou spendest more, when* I 
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come again, I mU repay thee* Which now of 
these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto 
him, that fell among thieves? And he said, he 
that showed mercy on him. Then said Jesus 
unto him, go and do likewise. 

Now I apprehend this may apply to us. The 
one who showed mercy was the neighbour. 
Those christians who fulfil these works of love 
and mercy, in accordance with the min(l that 
was in Christ, which was a mind of purity, 
with a single eye to the advancement of his 
Father^s glory, will be instrumental in making 
christians of others, and doubtless enable us to 
fulfil his word ; — for he declared, greater works 
shall ye do. Therefore I want every one of us 
to be encouraged, to persevere in the good way 
cast up for the redeemed of God to walk in ; a 
way which the vulture^s eye hath not seen ; and 
it shall be called the way of holiness ; the un- 
clean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for 
those; the wayfaring men, though fools shall not 
err therein. No lion shall be there, nor any 
rancorous beast shall go up therein; it shall not 
be found there; but the redeemed shall walk 
there ; and the ransomed of the Lord shall re- 
turn, and come to Zion with songs and ever- 
lasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain 
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away. When we come under the influence 
of these heavenly dispositions, then there will 



75 

be no more wat or outrage; there is not only 
an end put to these, but unto all those perverted 
affections of mankind in the present day, andl 
no man will oppress his brother-— the bones and 
[»news of man will not be sold by their brother, 
but we shall endeavor in all things to fulfil an* 
other injunction of Christ: Do unto all men as 
you would have them do unto )rou, for this is 
tiie law and the prophets. j 

Now, my friends, look at the effects of that reli- 
^on, which stands iti external forms and rituals^ I 

and which leads the affections of carnal minds^ 
in their unconverted state, to indulge the pas- 
sions, to rove at large without a govenior; and 
into the bondage of corruption, thus bringing 
ourselves into a state of darkness, horror and 
despair. 

Now, what are evil and darkness? Dark- 
ness is the absence of light; for we can none 
of us see the sun, but by its own light; neither 
can any of us come to God, but by the light which 
he has given us; and if darkness is the absence 
of light, so in the same way, evil is the absence 
of good; in which state we are separated from 
the source of all good, and purity, and peace. 
But if we are under the influence of this heaven- 
ly principle, the light of Christ, the conse* 
quence will be, that we shall experience the joys 
of his consolation — ^that this heavenly principle 
will govern us, and also bear us up, lest we dash 
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our foot R^inst a stone ; we shall experience 
mountains of opposition, to ^^skip like rams, and 
the little hills like lambs;'' and we shall be read]f 
to say, ^^What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thoit 
fleddest? Thou Jordan, that thou watt driven 
back? Ye mountains, that ye skipped like 
rams, and ye little hills like lambs? Tremble, 
thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the 
presence of the God of Jacob ; which turned the 
Fock into a standing water, the ilint into a foun* 
tain of waters/' When this is the oase^ wi^ 
shall not only be delivered Irom wars and di&> 
sentions ; but we shall be delivered from the op^ 
pression of man by his fellow man, and from 
every species of oppression. And it is only 
this 'principle that can make those becoiBe 
righteous, who unite in this manifestation; 
while, if we pursue the opposite, it will bring 
us into darkness, horror and despair, and every 
feeling in which there is torment; surely, thee, 
our interest lies in pursuing that which will 
bring us into the kingdom of heaven here, while 
clothed with mortality^ and in which we shall 
become partakers of those joys and consolations ; 
and when we shall be unclothed of this flesh, 
we shall 

Flourish unhurt, amidst the war of elements, 
The wreck of matter, and the crush of worlds. 

And when our conversation is in heaven, de 
whatsoever we may, we shall do all to the hon- 
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our aod glopy of God ; aad when ouir a£fectioii0 
are regulated, our passions subjected* and our 
lusts subdued, and brought into obedience to 
him — tben^ when we assemble ourselves to* 
g^her, our minds will be prepared for the re^ 
ipeption, of those divine truths which I appre-^ 
hend are often communicative and instructive. 
But if we come here once, twice or three times 
a week, and remain listless while here, and re* 
turn again and become wholly engrossed by our 
fKirsuits, our merchandise, our farms, filthy 
gains, &c. — ^worshippers like th^se, are not to 
e:8:pect consolation, neither to b^ benefited by 
assembling themselves together. For God 
looks not to outward appearances ; he searcl^es 
the hearts and tries the veins — he knows the 
inmost recesses of our thoughts and imagina- 
tions. And, therefore, [want us, my friends 
and fellow professors of the Christian name, (for 
I know no distinction) to have our conversation 
In heaven. And whether our bands are engag- 
ed in labour, whether we set in the house, walk 
by the way, lie down or rise up, I want us to 
endeavor to have our minds fixed on him ; and 
thus every act of our lives will be an act of 
mercy. For worship stands not in words — ^it 
stands not in assembling ourselves together; but 
it stands in the disposition of our hearts. And 
if our hearts are right toward God, I appre- 
hend that the fruits which we bring forth will 
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be in accordance; fruits of the spirit of love^ 
meekness, temperance, brotherly kindness^ and 
a great variety of others, which the apostle enu* 
merates ; and against these there is no law ; for 
if these bring forth such fruits under the law 
of the spirit of life in Christ, and the law of the 
spirit of Christ sets us free from the law of sin 
and death, I know pf no other medium whereby 
freedom and liberty are to be obtained, but by 
coming under Ae influence of this law, which is 
riches and peac^ to every individual. Let us 
strive to come, then, into this law, and manifes- 
tation of this power, which is written in our 
hearts and minds. And I desire once more to 
recommend you to remember the declaration of 
the apostle. Finally, brethren, farewell: be 
perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live 
in peace; and the God of love and peace shall 
be with you. 



SERMON III. 

BBLIVBRED BT THOMAS WETHERALD AT FRIENDS' MEET* 
ING, OLD TOWN, BALTIMORE, ON THE FIRST OF FIRST 
MONTH,. 1826. 

It must be obvious, to every relSecting mind, 
I apprehend, that for a number of years past, 
there has been a great increase of what is term- 
ed religion in the land. We hear of revivals in 
many places; and of additions to various 
<^hurches, so called, in many places ; but it is 
equally observable, that with the increase of this 
religion, wickedness has also increased. 

Now, if I have formed a correct idea of reli- 
gion, the design of it was to make men better; 
and to correct those evils, which are, perhaps, 
intimately connected with our nature. Then, 
if wickedness increases in the same ratio with 
religion, at the time that there is a great increase 
of religion, there must necessarily, be a radical 
defect some where, jind I apprehend it is the 
duty of every individual, (for we all are, or ought 
to be, fellow heirs of salvation) to endeavour to 
examine into and investigate these causes, in 
order, if possible, to apply the proper remedy: 
For I apprehend there is not, and never has 
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beei)<« an effect, without a prodocing or corres- 
ponding cause. And I have been led to look 
a little^ into the causes which have produced 
such effects in our land, as the increase of re- 
ligion and wickedness in the same ratio. 

Now we know, that the religion, which has 
been inculcated and believed; and whose pre- 
cepts, doctrines, and principles have been obey- 
ed, is professedly the religion of the bible. 
And I apprehend, that professors generally have 
agreed in the belief, that the Scriptures were 
written by inspiration frona God; and therefor^, 
they have been considered, in some degree, as of 
divine origin. But we have also evidencei 
that these Scriptures are not able, of themselves^ 
to cause our salvation, without a faith in Christ. 
If this be wanting — this faith in Christ, Which 
emanates from Him, who is the Father of the 
whole family of mankind, our reading the Bi- 
ble, and our faith in doctrines and precepts are 
vain ; because in all the precepts of the Bible, 
there is not power contained by which we can 
gain a victory over one solitary sin. For we 
have had precept upon precept, and line upon 
line, here a little and there a little, from our 
infancy to the present day, but we have found 
that these precepts, valuable as they have been, 
have not, in themselves, power to give us the 
victory over those things which rise in opposi- 
tion to the justice, wisdom, mercy ^ and every 
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attribute of God which ought to govern ti«; 
There is nothing in words, which can convert 
the human mind, and bring it into obedience 
to God. We find from accounts recorded in the 
Scriptures, that in the outward manifestation 
of Jesus Christ, in that prepared body of flesh, 
in which he came to do his heavenly FatherV 
Will, he gave to the obdurate Jews many pre^ 
eminently valuable precepts, and these precepts 
were confirmed by miracles and sealed with his 
own Wood. But, notwithstanding, many of the 
truths which he taught, and the precepts which 
he left, were selfevident in themselves — not- 
withstanding their high coiifirmation, and theit 
itrevocable seal; yet the Jews remained in the? 
same state of obduracy, in the same state of 
alienation from God, and the wisdom of God: 
Crucifying unto themselves the son of God iir 
the outward manifestation; and crucii^ing him 
in his spiritual appearahce, and in his body— --and 
they even gloried in that act of pre emineiit 
wickedness, by which his blood has been uponr 
them and their children. They even gloried, that 
they had made void the law of God, with theif 
traditions. They put their own construction up^ 
on the legal dispensation, which came by Moses; 
And what was the consequence? It gave rise tc 
a variety of sects and opinions, which were the 
Pharisees and Saddusees, and a variety o|^ 
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other names. Now from whence arose these 
divisions and distractions? They arose not 
from the Mosaic law, but from the different 
descriptions of those who w^e appointed 
Scribes, Doctors, Elders and Teachers. They 
must have imposed their own views of the law 
upon the minds of the people. And it is very 
obvious, that the Pharisees stood pre-eminent in 
their adherence to what they viewed to be the 
precepts of the external law. They Jielieved 
in the coming of the Messiah; and in this respect 
their belief was firm; and yet when he came, 
they were the first to persecute him and deny 
him. And many of the first were the rulers 
who would not believe on him, and also those 
who laid violent hands on him at their instigar 
tion, and crucified him. Of this sort of reli- 
gion there is a striking exemplification in the 
account of the Pharisee and Publican, who 
went up to pray ; and the Pharisee gave thanks 
to God that he was not as other men, and 
enumerated a number of evils of which he was 
not guilty. ^^God, I thank thee, that I am not 
as other men are^ extortioners, unjust, adulte- 
rers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in 
the week, I give tithes of all I possess. And 
the publican standing afar off, would not lift up, 
so much as his eyes to heaven, but smote upon 
his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sin- 
ner. I tell you this man went down to his 



.83 

house justified, rather than the other." Atid 
like causes produce like effects; and they were 
split and divided, by putting their own views, 
and estimates, and opinions, or what may be 
called, a traditional construction upon the laws 
of Moses. They were split and divided, and 
hence arose a spirit of opposition; they soon 
became enemies, and of course despised and 
hated each other. And the Pharisees came un- 
der such self-righteousness, that they should 
say to others, "stand by thyself, come not near 
to me; for I am holier than thou." Now arose 
the religion of the Bible, among men — and the 
religion of the Bible has led to all these sects; 
and I have no doubt they can all prove, as many 
did from strained views of the Mosaical law, 
that their opinions are founded thereon. And 
that is not all, these societies of professing 
christians,' who profess that they can prove their 
doctrines by the Scriptures, are as opposite as 
any of the different doctrines of the Jews vtere. 
We profess, as a society, to know no sectarian 
difference. But there are others, who say, that 
none can be saved except those who come with- 
in the pale of a certain church ; and others say, 
and they are perhaps about as liberal, that they 
believe in God the Father, and Jesus Christ our 
Lord, ' who was conceived of the Holy Ghost, 
bom of the Virgin Mary, was crucified, dead 
and buried. And even those who have doubt- 



84 

ti the eorrectness and liberality of those views^ 
which are considered essential, if they would 
be saved in the Catholic faith: and after that) 
there is a kind of creed which is incomprehen'^ 
sible in itself — a creed which I have never been 
able to conaprehend or understand, and whieh 
is founded on a prediction, attributed to Athar 
nasi us; and this is the foundation of the Ro^ 
man Catholic faith, and it is a creed, which, 
as I before said, is incomprehensible ; for to say 
that we can believe what we cannot understand) 
I never rightly believed, for I never yet learn-' 
ed to believe any thing that I could not compre- 
hend. There are others who say, that it is 
necessary to be baptised with water ; but I am 
renewedly convinced, that all the waters of the 
sea, if poured upon one body, would nevet 
cleanse the soul from one stain, or spot, or sin, 
or lust. It may be said that baptism is used as a 
type or figure ; but are we still under the legal 
dispensation ? Are we under the legal dispen- 
sation, when we acknowledge that the spiritual 
power is come, which was designed to be, and 
which substantially is, the resurrection and the 
life.'^ The legal dispensation was declared to 
be at an end, when Christ had finished all the 
rituals; and whenever the Jews w^e called 
into the Gospel dispensation, if they would at- 
tend to those manifestations, which are the 
j^ieans of bringing us to a knowledge of Qod. 



They are all called into this spiritual dispensa* 
tion, but cannot enter without the sacntlce of 
an honest and lowly heart; for even under the 
dispensation which came by Moses, it is deciar^ 
•d, ^Ho this man will I look, even to him that is 
poor, and of a contrite spirit, and who trembletb 
at my word. Wherewith shall I come before 
the Lord, and bow myself before the high God? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings^ 
with calves of a year old? Will the Lord be 
pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten 
thousands rivers of oil? Shall I give my first 
bom for my transgressions, the fruit of my body 
for the sin of my soul? He hath showed thee, 
O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God.^^ 

Now we see that even under the outward 
dispensation this was a necessary qualification, 
^to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk hum- 
bly before God ;^^ yea, this was better than all 
the burnt offerings, of calves, of rams, and the 
thousands of rivers of oil ; or any such sacrifice. 
There are others who say, that a certain 
number were ordained from the foundation of 
the world, to salvation; and others to everlast- 
ing perdition. These doctrinies I have ever be- 
lieved to be little short of blasphemy; as it 
would be making God unjust And can God 
recommend us to do justly, to love mercy, and 
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to walk hutnbly before hitti^ while He is hirm 
self treading under foot the precepts which He 
has given, and trampling upon those attributes 
which we are all willing to ascribe to Him? No^ 
verily, my friends, and while I stand among yoil^ 
I am renewedly convinced, that all souls are 
equal, as they are all the works of his creating 
hands. And I believe that all are in a state, 
that they may attain unto salvation ; and expe- 
rience the joys of his consolation; of which it 
has been said, there is no joy equal to the joy 
of God's salvation* Others have been willing 
to declare that all men will be saved: And 
some believe that God is one in three^ aqd three 
in one. But I cannot reconcile myself to this ; 
for I was never yet able to comprehend God^ so 
as to worship him in trinity and unity. 

Now, where there is any thing which admits 
of division, it admits of locality ; and I cannot 
form this idea of the divinity—*! cannot place 
him in any particular location, because he fills 
all flesh and all space. And the Psalmist ap- 
peared to have this in view, when he declared, 
^^If I ascend up into heaven^ thou art there ; if I 
make my bed in bell, behold, thou art there. If 
I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in 
the utteiimost parts of the sea; even there shall 
thy hand lead me; and thy right hand shall hold 
tne.'^ And seeing therefore, that he fills all 
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space, he admits not of locality; and certainly 
admits not of a division. 

I am fully convinced that there have been 
various dispensations of providence to man. I 
am aware that he appeared at sundry times, and 
in divers manners unto the fathers and prophets: 
and I am also aware, that he appeared in the 
external manifestation of Jesus Christ in the 
flesh; and I am also aware, that he appears in 
the present day in his inward spiritual op* 
eration upon the minds of the children of 
men, by which thousands are led out of 
every evil, into every heavenly, manly, civil, 
social, and every relative virtue. And seeing 
that he admits not of a division, that he is not 
unjust, or cruel ; and notwithstanding the dec- 
laration of some, that all will be saved; yet 
is it required in these same scriptures, called 
the bible, and which is the foundation of most 
of the religions of the present day, that no- 
thing impure, or unholy, nothing which 
worketh an abomination; and whoever loveth 
and maketh a lie, can never enter into the 
kingdom, but all these doctrines, and senti- 
ments, if you please to call them so, are only 
the opinions of men. It is necessary to come 
to something eflScient, something more power- 
ful, than any thing recorded in the scriptures, 
or spoken by human tongues. It is necessary, 
in order that religion may increase, and wick- 
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edness decrease i v the same ratio, th^t we 8boul4 
come under the teachings of a power that is su- 
perior to all the powers of man — a power which 
can preserve us from all the powers of evil ; aad 
when we have gained this — ^this livings' this 
operative principle, which is not founded in the 
scriptures, and which depends not on tlie no- 
tions and doctrines of the religious societies of 
the present day, we shall see that mankind have 
mistaken the root and ground of the whole mat- 
ter. And it is necessary, as these evils have 
been produced by depending on the words^ 
writings and opinions of others, that as we all 
have the same piivileges, the same rational fa- 
culties, and actual ability to beeome acquainted 
with it, to depend on his grace assisting ui»; and 
we ought individually to depend on the operar 
tive power of his spirit, which, insteadi of bring- 
ing us into a religion founded on the bible, or 
on any external things, it wou^ld bring us into a 
dependence on the only name given under hea* 
ven among men, by which all may be saved* 
For there is no other name under heaven^ where- 
by we can be saved, but by the name of Jesus 
Christ But it is not merely by a belief in his 
name — and that he had an existence in a body 
of flesh. It is not merely by a belief, thBX he 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, bom of the 
Virgin Mary, crucified, dead and buried. 
I^either is it by a belief in tibe miracles which 
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he wrought at J^usalem, nor by the precepts 
which he left, sealing them with his blood. 
There is great dependence placed on something' 
whk^h was done without the gates^ of Jerusalenr,' 
where his blood was shed. But, my friends anif 
SbUow professors, I cannot hope for salvatioil 
through the death of Christ, but through his life^ 
and the power of his resurrection. He has ap* 
peared unto us in his outward body, to put an 
end to the 1^1 dispensation. He has now 
come in his inward and spiritual manifestation, 
without sin, and to him we must look for salva- 
tion. Thws stone was testified of, "Behold, I 
lay in Zion a foundation stone, a tried stone, a 
precious corner stone, a sure foundation. ^^ This. 
IB npt merely the name of Christ, but the power 
of God unto salvation, to every one who be- 
lieves, whether Jew or Gentile — R is an opera- 
tive power, which iMb unto salvation. We 
must become first babes, then young men, then 
strong men, then Elders fMhe church. Now, 
the reason why this kind of religion is so odious, 
is, because it strikes at the rOot of all our in- 
clinations — at the root of all our vain imagina- 
l^ns; at "pride, fulness of bread, and an abund- 
ance of idleness.^^ These abound among us at 
the present day. But if our foundation is in 
Chriirt, if his power comes among us, as w^ 
are all wiHing to attend to it, I am i#newe^ly 

12 



90 

convinced^ that he would help our infirmities ; 
for there is no evil in the world, that must not 
be counteracted. What shall we say then? 
Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound ? 
God forbid. It is like those who said, ^%t us 
do evil, that good may come ;^^ but the deter- 
mination of those, was just like those now a 
days, who are depending on the outward sacri* 
fice of Christ But unto what is the mercy of 
€rod extended? Is it extended unto our proud 
bjrpocrisy, and to our injustice? Is it extend- 
ed to our cruelties? Is it extended to our evil 
thoughts and dispositions, which separate man 
from man? Is it extended to a spirit of war- 
fare, to a spirit of oppression, or to any of these 
predominating influences? No: These must 
go to judgment. The mercy of God is over all 
bis works. It is these works which are not of 
God — ^these are the worksr which man delights 
in. He wants his own will, in opposition to 
the divine will ; butifdr this be must be brought 
into judgment, even at the present day. There 
is a judgment, I am convinced, even in this life; 
and we may, if we are disposed to come under 
its influence, experience a victory while clothed 
with mortality. I am renewedly convinced, that 
we may have a well grounded hope of an habi - 
tation which is the building of God, an house 
not madeUkvith hands, eternal in the heavens: 
Because, if the declaration be true, which I be- 
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fore quoted, that nothing impure or unholy^ or 
which worketh an abomination, can enter the 
kingdom; and seeing that we are placed here 
only for a season, this is the only time to pre^ 
pare ourselves ; and it is essential that we have 
our accounts ready, as we know not how soon 
we shall be called on to account for the deed^ 
done in the body. Now, the religion of Christ 
is the power of God unto salvation ; and if the 
gospel is preached any where, where is it 
preached? It is preached in every creature, ac- 
cording to the declaration of Christ — The Gos- 
pel shall be preached in every creature. When 
be was about to be taken away from this pro* 
bationary state, he said, ^4t is expedient for you 
that I go away, for if I go not away the Com- 
forter will not come ; but if I go I will pray the 
Father, and he will send you another Comforter, 
even the spirit of Truth, which the world cannot 
receive ; and which will lead all who receive it 
into all Truth; for it dwelleth in us." 

Here is the true place, where I want us to 
look for this Comforter which the world cannot 
receive, any more than they could when he came 
in his outward manifestation ; but if we come 
under the influence of his spirit, we shall know 
the declaration fulfilled, and shall know that he 
dwelleth with us — he shall be in you, Christ 
manifest in you, the hope of glory. This cor- 
roborates another testimony, "I will put my 
law in their inward parts, and write it in their 



92 

hearts ; and will be their Grod and they shall 
be my people." It is also written, "Ye are 
the temple of the living God; as God hath said, 
I will dwell in them; and walk in them; and I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
Know ye not that ye are the temple of the liv- 
ing God, and that the spirit of God dwelleth 
In you? If any man defile the temple of God: 
him shall God destroy: For the temple of God 
is holy; which temple ye are.'' 

Now, my friends, and fellow professors of 
tiie christian name, if we come under the in- 
fluence of this principle, we shall be willing 
to become fools, that we may be made wise. 

I have known what it was day by day, and 
month by month, to go mourning over my lost 
Estate; when I was often times ready to faint 
by the way; I even could have adopted the 
language uttered formerly, a Saviour or I die, a 
Redeemer or I perish for ever; and O whither 
shall I go? It was in one of these seasons, 
when I was mourning over my lost estate and 
sorrowful condition, that this language arose, 
** Whither shall I go?" I fainted in the an- 
guish of my oppressed soul ; and when these 
words had escaped my lips, there was a calm. 
We should know this, many of us, if we 
W6re willing to mourn over our sins, and to be 
brought into a state of quietude. When the 
fleeting passions of the world and the vanities of 
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life had passed away ; my mind was in a state 
of quietude and stillness; and it was in one 
of these seasons, which succeeded the Whirl* 
wind and the storm, that I uttered the language, 
whither wilt thou go ? and I believed in the man- 
ifestalion and the power of the spirit. 

Still, my imagination was not in a state to 
breath such language as this. Now many have 
committed great evil, when they have been 
brought under judgment, and when sorrow, 
trouble, and confusion covered their minds; and 
when they have been ready to adopt the lan- 
guage, hath the Lord forgot to be gracious; and 
though many exceedingly anxious for the wel- 
fare of their immortal souls, instead of patient- 
ly waiting, they have gone and joined them* 
selves to this or that society — ^they have adopted 
the peculiar views, and attended to the dogmas 
of this or that sect, and have become very zeal- 
ous, and ibund peace to their troubled minds. 
But, if we ever come into this dispensation 
which is glorious; for it is the ministration of 
condemnation — and so if we ever rightly come 
through this, it will lead us in the ministration 
of love. Now, if instead of joining themselves 
to these societies, they would endeavour to be 
still, and to know that God is good, they might 
experience deeper instruction, than men or 
books could give — ^they might experience truths* 
sealed unto them, which would render them 
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stable and firm under all afflictions. AU the 
dogmatical reasoning of men would never move 
them, or turn them aside ; because, this being 
the result of our own experimental knowledge 
of the power of God, we should feel that we 
were built on a rock, immutable, immovable . 

I have been often instructed, when I have 
looked at the situation of Elijah, when he had 
fled from Ahab, "and when he was in mount Ho- 
reb, the mount of God; he stood in the mouth 
of a cave; and there passed by a great and a 
strong wind, and it rent the mountains, and 
brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but 
the Lord was not in the wind: And after the 
wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in 
the earthquake: And after the earthquake a 
fire; but the Lprd was not in the fire: And af- 
ter the fire a still small voice. And the voice 
said unto him, what doest thou here, Elijah? 
And he said, I have been very jealous for the 
Lord God of hosts, because the children of 
Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down 
thine altars, and slain thy Prophets with the 
sword; and I, even f only, am left; and they 
seek my life to take it away.'' And it remains 
to be a truth at the present day, that when this 
calm comes over the mind, we can pour forth 
unto the Lord our sorrows, our afflictions, and 
our'troubles, (if I may use the expression) into 
the bosom of the Almighty Parent, It was 
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here in this state of quietude and calm, that 
Elijah received that encouraging assurance, that 
there were yet "7000 in Israel, all the knees 
which have not bowed unto Baal, and every 
mouth which hath not kissed him." 

Thus it is that we receive instruction, im- 
mediately from the source of wisdom and pow- 
er; and when it is sealed upon our minds, this 
is the preaching of the Gospel in faith and veri* 
ty: For opinions are not religion, neither is 
declamation Gospel. This is the Gospel which 
is preached baptisingly^-It is not the same as 
John's baptism, which only cleanses the earthly 
tabernacle. It is the blood, which is the spirit- 
ual life of Christ, life of purity, holiness, and 
self denial, recommended immediately from God. 
It becomes our light, and we are governed by 
the same power, led by the same precepts, in- 
fluenced by the same principles, and become 
partakers of the same nature, thus growing from 
a state of negative innocency, into a state of 
positive virtufe, and communion with God. 
And as we thus become willing to be taught, we 
become babes in Christ, willing to learn, of 
him, and to sit like Mary of old to understand 
the words of his mouth, and to experience 
daily growth in wisdom and knowledge; and 
according to the Scripture expression, we shall 
"grow in stature and in favour with God and 
men," Now will fruits be brought forth. And 
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what are the fruits brought fortii by these tvr«f 
kinds of religion— the religion of Jesus Christ, 
and the religion of the Bible? 

It is a great incontrovertable truth, that like 
begets its like throughout the creation. Sup- 
pose then we adopt it, and say, thi^ is the word 
of God, and the only rule of faith and practice, 
as many do ; what must be the effects which are 
produced by this kind of religion? There are 
many anxiously engaged to circulate the Bible; . 
smd in their zeal for the formation of Bible so- 
cieties, and missionary associations, they have 
descended so low, as to form mite societies, and 
cent societies. They have t^ecome as the daugh- 
ters of the horse leech, crying give, give ; which 
were represented as being insatiable. And 
hence every manly feeling has ceased to distin- 
guish this religion. And in the present day, 
instead of the gospel of Christ being freely giv- 
en, it has become an object of trade and barter, 
and of profitable gain to the dealers therein. 

Many of you know as well as I do, that 
there are individuals who pretend to teach, who 
are themselves denying the doctrines of the 
Gospel, by preaching for hire, and divining for 
Hioney; and ^^whose God is their belly, and 
whose glory is in their shame, who mind earth- 
ly things." But there are many of those, who 
if they had no pay, would do very little preach- 
ing — ^were it not for the gain in loaves and fish- 
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es. Many of these are anxious for the spread * 
of these bible societies^ and missionary socie* 
ties ; but remember that hke assimilates with 
like throughout the creation; and what pro- 
ceeds from the scriptures gathers into. them; 
and thus gives not a knowledge of God. There 
has been great anxiety to send bibles and mission- 
aries to the heathen, while those who are so zeal- 
ous, are themselves wallowing in wickedness, 
like the dog who returns to his vomit, and the 
sow to her wallowing in the mire. They had 
better reform themselves at home. 

Let us carry the exatfiination a little further. 
The vessels of the Liord's house are all holy; 
nothing impure can ever have admission there. 
Then can we bfelieve that any will ever be con- 
verted by these efforts? If so it must be a 
conversion to their absurdities, if not into their 
actual wickedness, fulfilling the declaration 
of . Christ, who said, wo unto you. Scribes 
and Pharisees, for ye compass sea and land, to 
make one proselyte ; and when he is made, he 
is two-fold more the child of hell than your- 
selves, because they are in a situation to sin with 
oonfidence and spiritual pride. 

Let us look a little and see whence these 
funds are drawn, to support these associations. 
Are they drawn from the pious? Are they 
drawn from those who are desirous that the 
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stakes of Jerusalem should be lengthened and 
strenghtened, and that it should become a quiet 
habitation ? No. For we see among the most 
popular members, the blood thirsty waririor, the 
slave-holding oppressor; those who have taken 
tile advantage of their honest creditors, all uni- 
ting in these popular associations. And we see 
another class even worse than these, who are 
converting the choicest temporal blessings into 
distilled ardent spirits; and the dealers in this 
poison, down to the lowest retailers, casting into 
"the Lord's treasury.'' Now can any man for a 
moment believe, that religion can be built on sucE 
a foundation as this? It may be likened unto the 
building of the "foolish man, which was found- 
ed on the sand, and the rains descended, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon 
the house; and it fell, and great* was the fall of 
it" And this must fall; every thing which 
stands not in the power of God must ^1, .be* 
fore we can come into unity of spirit, and the 
bonds of peace. Let us look a little in addition 
to this; for we see a great many rites and cere- 
monies, and ordinances; we witness a great 
deal of preaching, praying and singing. But I 
believe it is impossible for man, and for all the 
arts and sciences, and philosophy, and all the 
knowledge that can be procured from them, to 
qualify a single individual, for- a preacher of the 
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. And where- 
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fore: Because no man taketb this office, but he 
who is called of God, as Aaron was called ; and 
if he is not called as Aaron was — if he is not 
baptised under the influence of Christ^s spirit, 
if he is not taught in the school of Christ, he 
cannot be a minister of the gos^L He may be 
a minister of another gospel through the delu- 
sions of a disordered brain. Neither do I s^- 
prebend it is essential, that there should always 
be preaching. For what is worship? It is a 
disposition of the mind, in which we can draw 
nigh, to God, and pour forth all our wants, all 
our desires, all our afflictions, into the bosom 
of our almighty friend, in whom is all (visdom, 
all power, and all knowledge in heaven and in 
eaith. To this power all have access. The 
word is within us, that we may hear it and do 
it, ^4br the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
bath appeared unto all men, teaching us, that 
denying ungodliness, and worldly lusts, we 
jsbould live soberly, righteously and Godly, in 
this present world, looking for that blessed hope, 
and . the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ. ^^ If there is any 
thing in verbal communication, it must spring 
from a source different from that of a salary of 
one, two, or three thousand dollars a year. The 
qualifications must be something different from 
rhetoric, elocution, or the elements of theology; 
or any of those arts and sciences which are 
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depended on to qualify preachers of the gospel, 
at the present day. As said the Apostle: ^Yet 
in the church I had rather speak five words 
with my understanding, that by my voice I 
might teach others also, than ten thousand words 
in an unknown tongue.'' To what purpose is 
preaching? Is it to tickle the ears of men; or 
is it' by well turned periods and flowing speech 
to amuse the imagination, or reason of men ? 
No. If the gospel is properly preached, it an- 
swers to the spirit and power of God, in the 
conscience of men, what is necessary between 
God and man ; for spirits, as well as bodies, have 
intercourse with each other. So if the gospel 
is rightly preached, whether immediately or in- 
strumentally, it answers the witness for God in 
the souls, individually for which it was intend- 
ed ; as face answers face in a glass. But till 
this kind of preaching prevails more than it has 
done — the preaching of the present day, will 
only darken counsel by words without knowl- 
edge, whether in these assemblies^ or when 
separated. 

What is prayer? Is it a particular position 
of the body; or a particular form of words ad- 
dressed to the most high? No, verily; and I 
apprehend we have mistaken this whole subject, 
niore than any other. We have even adopted 
Hie language which Jesus taught his disciples; 
and we even lie to Qod, on our bended knees, 
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when we utter this language. "Our Father 
which art in heaven;" when at the same time 
we love him not, we reverence him not, as our 
Father; because we are not begotten into his 
nature, life and image. His spirit rules not in 
us, therefore he is not our Father which is in 
heaven. ''Hallowed be thy name;" when per- 
haps we swear by his name falsely, and take his 
name in vain. And yet we can bow our knees 
and adopt the language ''hallowed be thy name," 
and add, "thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
in earth as it is done in heaven " But where 
is the kingdom of heaven.^ Are we to look for 
it at a great distance beyond the grave? What 
said Jesus Christ when in that prepared body ? 
Did he not declare to the Jews; "the kingdom 
of heaven is within you." It is there we must 
experience him to come and rule and reign ia 
our hearts. It is there we must know the de- 
claration fulfilled, "a sceptre of righteousness 
is the sceptre of the kingdom; thou hast loved 
righteousness and hated iniquity; therefore God, 
even thy Grod, hath anointed thee with the oil 
qi gladness above thy fellows." And now it is 
that we can rightly pray, "thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, inearth as it is in heaven;" 
because our will is made subject to his divine 
will, and the manifestation of his spirit; and as 
he must rule and govern, then will be another 
declaration fulfilled, in which may be viewed 
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tbese things: ^Tor u»to us a chiU is bom, unto 
us a son is given: And the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: And his name shall be called 
wonderful, counsellor, the mighty God, the ever- 
lastijQg Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of lus government and peace ther^ 
shall be BO end; upon the throne of David, and 
upon his Jdngdom, to order it, and to establish 
it with judgment akid with justice, from hence- 
forth even forcver-" And of this peace there 
is no end; for if we attend to it, it will grow, 
and his dominion will be more advanced, and 
it will spread and become so oompreheni^ve ia 
us, that every thing opposed to him will b^ 
brought under the divine influence, and be regu- 
lated by his righteous spirit Then we can 
pray, because we shall know his will done in 
us, as in heaven ; and then we shall not be de- 
pending on the precepts and dogmas of men — 
we shall not be looking to others; for we can 
rightly pray: ^^Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us,^' because we are 
willing to forgive others: Then, and not till 
then, can we, with propriety say ^4ead us not 
into temptetion, but deliver us from evil; for 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever, amen.^' 

What then is prayer? It is the aspiration of 
a devoted soul to God; and, whether clothed in 
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language upon the bended knees^ whether our 
hands are engaged in labour, whether we walk 
by the way, lie down or rise up, he. whose 
power is over all, and who is not only omnipo- 
tent but omnipresent, will hear the petitions of 
bis needy servants. ''To this man will I look, 
even to him that is poor, and of a contrite 
spirit, and trembleth at my word* For I will 
not contend forever, neither will I be always 
wrath: for the spirit should fail before me, and 
the soul which I have made.^' And said the 
Apostle, and, ''likewise the spirit helpeth our 
infirmities: for we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought; but the spirit itself maketh 
intercession for us, with groanings which cannot 
be uttered. And he that searcheth the heart 
knoweth what is the mind of the spirit, because 
he maketh intercession for the saints according 
to the will of God." Here we know what it is 
to have a mediator with the Father, even Jesus 
Christ. We know that he inspires us to pray 
for those things which are needful and conve- 
nient for us i and these prayers ascend to his holy 
habitation, even in heaven — Yea; they ascend 
as an acceptable sacrifice. And thus it is, that 
we may draw nigh .unto God ; and fulfill the 
declaration of the inspired penman--^"Morning, 
noon and evening, will I pray and cry aloud, 
and he shall hear my voice." And whatever 
our situation may be, we have access to thil^ 
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fountain of light and life. I know this, for I 
have experienced it in my own native land ; and 
I have known it in a land of strangers; and I 
have experienced it upon the sea, when the bil- 
lows rolled around us, and the mariners trem- 
bled; and I can testify that we were not desert- 
ed ; neither was my mind left without comfort at 
that awful moment There was an evidence in 
me that the foaming billows were held in the 
hollow of the Almighty^s hand; and after they 
had foamed and lashed their waves there was a 
calm ; there was a quiet. And when I reflect 
on these things, I am renewedly convinced, that 
all the human family may have access to the 
same fountain of goodness ; that they may, all 
draw near to the same source. 

God looks not unto forms of words from those 
who supplicate him. I crave it for you and for 
my own soul's sake, that when you draw nigh 
unto God, you do it with singleness of heart; 
and if your knees are bowed, and you have 
been brought into a state of willingness, to be 
huibbled and humiliated, and ask not for this or 
that, which you may imagine to be best for you, 
but cast your cares upon him; then shall you 
know that he is a Father, that careth for you, 
and you will come to know, that he is your 
God. And being begotten into his likeness, 
you will daily increase in a knowledge of his 
attributes, and in the joys of his salvation. 
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Neither do I believe, that when we are thus 
assembled together we can rightly sing any of 
those psalms and hymns which are selected for 
the purpose. Can an assembly like thiis sing — 
''rivers of tears run down mine eyes," when 
we have perhaps never known what it was to 
sufficiently bewail our own deplorable condition. 
Can we say ''as the hart panteth after the wa* 
ter brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O 
God," when we never knew what it was to 
draw nigh to Grod, and to feel that hungering 
and thirsting after righteousness, which would 
enable us to sing with propriety unto him. If we 
sing, let us sing with the spirit and understand- 
ing; and also, if we pray let us pray with the 
spirit and with the understanding, that Grod 
may in all things be glorified. But I am renew- 
edly convinced, that we cannot rightly sing till 
we have experienced a deliverance from sin, 
smd a state of consolation in our minds ; because 
as, our sufferings abound, so will our consola- 
tion abound. 

I am well convinced that when the children 
of Israel were encamped between the mountain 
and the sea; and they saw Pharaoh and the 
£g]rptians behind them, and the Red Sea befcnre 
them, they were not in a situation to sing ; but, 
when the Lord had commanded that the waters 
of the Aed Sea should be divided, so that they 
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passed througti the midst of the sea on dry 
ground ; and when they saw that their pursuers 
and enemies were scattered and destroyed, then 
they could rejoice and sing upon the banks of 
deliverance. ^^I will sing unto the Lord, for 
be hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and 
his rider bath he thrown into the sea. The 
Lord is my strength and my song, and he is be- 
come my salvation — and he is my God, and I 
will exalt him." 

It is only when we have experienced the 
dispersion of our enemies, and a deliverance from 
them, that we can sing suitably to the occasion. 
I apprehend that none of those spiritual songs 
were ever designed to be placed in measured 
words; but every soul, as he hath received so 
let him occupy. But I apprehend, that in this 
company, there have been many suitably engag- 
ed, in mental supplication ; and in the quietude 
of their passions, they may have received im- 
pressions from on high, and have had deep in-* 
struction sealed unto them. And who could 
sing upon the banks of deliverance, and declare 
^^The sea saw it, and fled: Jordan was driven* 
back* The mountains skipped like rams, and 
the little hills like lambs— before the power of 
Grod.'' And, my friends^ the effects brought 
forth by the spiritual operation of this divine 
power will regulate every passion — ^pride will 
be brought into humility. Every passion and 
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every propensity; nay, every dii^>osition of 
the human mind will be brought under the 
control of this principle ; for man is a^ free agent 
We are created with an animal body, and a 
spiritual body — ^We have animal or instinctive 
propensities, as other animals have.— We are 
subject to the effects of heat, cold, hunger and 
thirst; and we have other animal faculties. 
Now, I apprehend the efficacy of the holy reli* 
gion is^ in bringing our animal faculties into 
obedience to those which are spiritual. 

If Adam and Eve had been willing, to suffer 
the law of the spirit to govern their animal 
faculties, they would have grown from a state 
of negative innocency into, a state of positive 
virtue. But choosing to become wise in their 
own way, by suffering their own affections and 
passions to have the pre-eminence, they lost 
that wisdom at which they were aiming; for 
those evil propensities gained the preeminence 
•ver them. And so it is with each individual 
of the present day. Those who have attended 
to the inward manifestation of the spirit, hav^ 
grown in grace, and in the knowledge of God ; 
but those who have suffered their animal pro- 
pensities to govern them, have sunk deeper and 
deeper into the gulf of iniquity. 

Now, with respect to this grace of God, this 
baptism of the Holy Ghost: Let us look a little 
at the effects which it produces in religipn. It 
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is a teacher of righteousness and doctrine, 
which preaches not according to the dogmas of 
men; but it is that wUch is preached in aU 
m^ yea^ in every creature; and has been most 
beaiitifallj described in an account recorded of 
the wars in heaven, and probably adopted with 
vtew9 similar to those of Homer and Milton. 

Jesus Christ tells us the kingdom of heaven 
is within us, of course, then he must govern. 
^And there was war in heaven; Michael and 
his angels fought against the dragon ; and the 
dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; 
neither was ihete place found any more in heav* 
en. Now what were these . angels that fought 
with Michael? Were they any thing more 
than heavenly dispoiriti(»is, which ought to gov- 
ern the human mind? I apprehend that God 
maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a 
flame of fire, and are they not all ministering 
spirits sent forth to minister, for those who shall 
be heirs oi salvation? What are the fruits oi 
the spirit? They are heavenly dispositions; 
such as love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentle* 
ness, goodness, together with a whole host of 
heavenly virtues; against which there is no law: 
And when we come to find the angel of love to 
cast out the devil of hatred, and the angel of 
mercy, to war against the devil of cruelty; and 
the angel of temperance, against the devil of 
intemperance ; and the angel of hope, to cast 
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out the devil of despair, and every hearenly 
minister of God to cast out its opposite, or its 
enemy; then we shall come into a state, in which 
we can testify, that there was war in . heaven — 
In which ^^Michael and his angels fought against 
the dragon; and the dragon fought and hie 
angels, and prevailed not; neither was there 
place found any more in heaven.^' This brings 
us as the Apostle spake, ^^I knew a man in Christ 
about fourteen years c^o (whether in the body I 
cannot tell ; or whether out of the body I cannot 
tell: God knoweth,) such an one caught up 
to the third heaven. And I knew such atean, 
(whether in the body, or out of the body, I 
cimnot tell: Grod knoweth,) how that he was 
caught up into Paradise, and ' heard unq)eaka« 
ble words which it is not lawful for a man to 
utter. '^ And those who thus experience this 
warfare, will hear those things which are not 
lawful to be uttered. ^^To him that overcometh 
will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and 
will give him a white stone, and in the stone 
a new name written, which no man knoweth, 
saving he that receiveth it.^' 

Now, I .apprehend that heaven is a state and 
not a place: And if our affections are fixed on 
things of a low groveling nature ; and if our an- 
imal passions are p^mitted to govern, there is 
our heaven ; for there is a first and a last hea- 
ven; and whatever our affections are placed in, 
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there is our heaven, there is our hope of enjoy- 
ment If then we are under the influence of 
our numerous passions, we* are in the first or 
lowest heaven. But Paul was trained up at 
the feet of Gramalies, and taught according to 
the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, 
and was zealous towards God — ^he had advan- 
tages above many of us ; but he actually went 
so far in attempting to persecute those called by 
llie name, by which we are called, that he came 
into a state, in which he believed he was verily 
doing Crod service — here was a second heaven. 
But Vhen he attained to that heavenly vision 
which appeared unto him, then he heard things 
which were not lawful to be uttered ; because 
thas the mysteries of heaves were revealed to 
him through the immediate communion with 
the author of his existence. And thus it is 
that we must advance from the lowest heaven 
to the highest — we must experience this war 
between the angels of God and the angels of 
the devil. And when we have experienced 
these operations — ^these eflfects — ^then when we 
stand on mount Zion, we can ^Ssing the song 
of Moses the servant of *God; and the song of 
the lamb, saying, great and marvellous are thy 
works. Lord Grod Almighty; just and true are 
thy ways, thou king of saints.^' 

And this I apprehend constitutes the true 
ground of the doctrine of election and reproba- 
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tion ; for reprobation I apprehend has been from 
the foundation of the world, a disobedience to 
the manifestations of the spirit — ^but if we at"* 
tend to them, and obey them, we come under 
the influence of the holy spirit, and know him 
to be a teacher, a preserver, and a guide; and as 
we grow in grace and strength, we become 
more and more likened unto our divine pattern 
-~we become wedded together, and are heirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Christ; for which 
cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,^ 
because they are begotten into the same power. 
But if, on the contrary, we neglect these mani- 
festations, and disobey him, we shall not have 
his power to ri^e over us; and these manifesta- 
tions will become weaker and weaker, till we 
are brought into a state, that we are not sen- 
sible of any good thoi]^bt word or work* 
This is not in consequence of smy foreordina- 
tion of Grod; but because we have hardened 
our hearts, and cast his law from us, ^for it is 
baptism that doth also now save us (not put- 
ting away the filth of the flesh, but) the answer 
of a good conscience before God/^ It is my 
desire that we may all attain unto this, let our 
name be what it may. Names are but the dis- 
tinction of things ; but Christ is one, religion is 
one ; and if we are not under the influence, and 
have not the mind of Christ, and have none of 
his light, let our names be what they may, it 



will avail us nothing. Therefore I have desir- 
ed that all may experience this, to become a 
growing principle over our minds, conduct, and 
actions ; for it will crucify every passion. For 
the Lord shall comfort Zion, he will comfort all 
her waste places; and he will make her wilder* 
ness like Eden, and her desert like the garden 
of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found 
therein, thanksgiving and the voice of melody. 
And that you may in<yvidually experience a 
foretaste of this, here below, and enjoy its full 
consummation in a future state, is the earnest de- 
sire of your poor brother, who was induced 
from these motives, to request this opportuni^. 
Feeling thankful for your attentive and quiet de* 
portment, I affectionately hid you all farewell. 
And may the grace oi the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of Grod, and the communion of the 
Hdy Ghost, be with you all henceforth. 
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Our opmions of what some tenn religion^ 
and religious truUi, arC) in a great degree, form- 
ed by the circumstances with which we are sur- 
rounded; and I apprehend, that a great part of 
the religion of the present day, Is founded in 
tradition and 'education. Now, we find, that 
causes, which are essentially different and op- 
posite^ may prodmce results, which, to tbe ca^ 
sual observer, are very similar. 

There is a variety of causes which produce a 
great appearance of religious zeal, and of great 
religious knowledge ; and to instance one: I am 
convinced, that all the powers of eloquence 
combined, have never begotten in the soul of 
man, one single, actual, real, devotional feeling. 
It may have caused ebullitions of the imagina- 
tion, and an excitement of the feelings; and 
under this excitement, from these external 
causes, the powers of eloquence, (instead of the 
spirit of God) have operated on the feelings and 
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imagination: and thence ba» arisen a great ap- 
pearance of zeal ; and many have kindled a fire, 
and warmed themselve^ with the aparks thereof, 
and brought upon themselves aH the denuncia- 
tion of the Lord. ^^Behold, all ye that kindle 
a fire, that compass yourselves about with 
sparks ; walk iii the light of your fire, and in 
the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye 
have of mine hand; ye shall lie down in sor- 
row.'' 

There is a great variety of other eauses which 
have produced this ki&d (tf superficial reUgion 
in the world, which stands in opinions, princi- 
ples and doctrines, so called, which never gain- 
ed the vict(M*y over one solitary s^petite, pas^ 
sion, or lust. And from these causes, these 
traditional and external causes, have .arisen 
those divisions, which even at the present day, 
are a disgrace to the christian name. 

Was Ihis ever the design of Omnipotence ; or 
is there any thing in the gospel dispensation, 
(hat causes these divisions.^ No. For as God 
is one, his name one; so is his design one; that 
mankind should become united in him, be 
brought into his own nature, created anew in 
Christ Jfesus, begotten in the image of the Fa- 
ther. Hence it is evident, fix)m truth positive, 
that the religion of the present day, is not the 
religion of the Lord Jesus Christ ; but it results 
from another, an inferior, an opposing source. 
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Now, if we place mankind at points which 
divci^e from each other, the Papiets, Episcopa- 
lians, I^esbyterians, Biqf^tists, Methodists and 
Q^uakers, each at the distance which they stand 
firom the gnuid truth, and place them in the 
world around it, each at the distance at which 
they stand one from another, under the preju'^ 
dice of education, and those things created by 
(Surrounding circumstances, all under the influ- 
ence of passion, opposition, and a propensity to 
rule among us, we will find these sects all gOT- 
erned, more or less, by these circumstances, 
notwithstanding the divided state into which we 
bare brought ourselves, by disobedience and 
(brgetfulness of God, and the ebullitions of the 
imagination and passions. But notwithstand«- 
ing all this, if we were willing in our own 
minds, to be led and guided by this pritaeiple, in- 
herent in all men ; and which remains a witness 
for God, set to be a light of the Gentiles; and 
tor salvation unto the ends of the earth. These 
sectarian feelings, these }H*ejudices of education, 
and these traditional views, which we have im- 
bibed, would be gradually decomposed; our 
minds would come under the illimitable power 
of divine light; and instead of divergii^ farther 
from each other, we should gradually draw into 
the same focus; into the same power, the same 
light; and that which was made to Israel (ormr 
erly, a pillar of doud by day, and a pillar of 
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fire hy night, to guide ibem in their way, wouM 
be a guide unto us, and it would continue to 
l^ad us ail, under the immediate influence of the 
spirit of truth. 

And eveiy opposing spirit would fall under 
ite influence and power; and every (^iposing 
die3>ositian, passion and propensity, would be 
overcome, crucified and slain. This ~ becomes 
the root and ground of all true religion; for it 
always has been and always will be, and it is 
in vain for these societie^s, or any society to 
boast of purity or holiness^ unless they are led 
by the spirit of truth, the light of Christ, the 
grace of God, or call it by what name you 
may : — while our minds are under the influence 
of opinions imbibed by education and tradition* 
al views, the ebullitions of the imagination, the 
excitement of feelings or passions. If we ever 
come to worship God aright, we shall know 
him to be the rule of our conduct, and the 
guide of our actions. We must be in a state 
Qpposed to and contrary to al] those things — it 
must be by a quiet crucifixion of every passion, 
and by relinquishing every such tradition and 
doctrine, that we can become acquainted with 
our Grod, and experience the exercise into 
which this will lead us, though at times it may 
seem small, yet if faithfully submitted to, will 
assuredly )ead into an acknowledgment of ^^one 
I^ord, one faith, pue baptism, one God ai»} 
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Father of all, who is ahove all, and through 
al], and in you all." And though the effect 
may be small to the view of the casual observer, 
between these and them, yet they are produced 
by different effects,|find are essentially diffibrent. 
For one proceeding from the immediate power 
and influence of the operation of the spirit of 
God, leads the heart into subjection and obe- 
dience, and thus produces devotional feelings in 
the mind ; and under the influence of these feel- 
ings we draw nigh to God, with fervent hearts, 
with pure lips and holy affections. We draw 
nigh to him with a full purpose of heart and 
spirit of prayer to the Father of lights; and 
thus we shall be led out of bondage, sin and 
corruption, into the glorious liberty of the sons 
and daughters of God. Others, under the in- 
fluence of excitement, whether caused by this, 
w any other natural feeling, may be led to the 
same devotional exercise, but may be influenced 
by very different motives and feelings. Some 
may be actuated by a desire to appear popular 
and honorable among men ; and others may be 
influenced by feelings of an interested nature, 
thinking that it is honorable to be religious; and 
there have been instances, wherein the profes- 
sion of the religion of Jesus Christ has been so 
disgraced; as individuals have been induced to 
embrace certain doctrines from corrupt and ava- 
ricious motives — they have taken the name of 
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religfcm, and worshipped God; but these things 
ought uot so to be. And to the easual observer, 
the careless, the inexperienced observer^ the differ- 
ence between these classes may appear very 
small; but God sees not a^gaaan sees. While 
man views the outward actions, God searcheth 
the hearts and trieth the reins of all men, and 
rewards us according to the works or deeds, 
done in the body. If our affections are pure; 
if our passions are regulated; if our lusts are 
crucified, and we come immediately under the 
regenerating effects of light and life, designed by 
our Grod, to lead us through every trial and 
tribulation, into the heavenly wisdom, it will 
bring us into this principle of worship accepta- 
ble unto him. Every ebullition of a sincere 
heart, will be accepted, if our affections are 
purely spiritual. Thus it will bring the whole 
human family into one point, the light of Christ 
which is the light of man in the conscience, 
soul, and spirit — Then where will be the room 
for these divisions which disgrace the christian 
ilame? Where will there be rloom for dissen- 
tion, and for these wars and fightings? They 
would vanish, they would be cast out, they 
would be taken away; and every earthly propen^^ 
sity would become purified, and all the malig*- 
nant passions would return to the regions of 
their native darkness. And I know of no other 
name under heaven among men, which can pro- 
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duce these results; neither do I know of any 
other religion, or doctrine, which will call off 
your attention from your grovelling habits, but 
the light of Christ, which operates upon your 
souls, and enables you to gain a victory over 
every opposing spirit and disposition. And it 
is inherent in all. There is not an individual 
of the whole human family, who has not a suf- 
ficiency of the light to lead him out of all the 
perplexities into which he has been drawn by 
disobedience and forgetfulness of Grod. And 
however widely we may have differed, and how- 
ever we may have been opposed to the light of 
truth ; however we may have surrounded it, at 
an immense distance; still if we come immedi^ 
ately under its influence, every traditional opin- 
ion would be removed, our prejudices would 
fall beneath its increasing light; and every pas* 
sion being subdued, we should give way to con* 
viction ; and thus we should first become babes, 
and even at this point of divergance, we should 
be favoured with so much light, as would over- 
come a little, of the many obstructions, by 
which we have been enveloped. 

The more fully we attend to these manifesta- 
tions, the stronger they will become, and the 
greater advances we shall make, till from this 
point, we shall draw nearer and our strength;, 
will increase; our knowledge of God will be 
strenghtened; and our faith will be dail^ renew- 
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ed; and through the daily opei-ative power of 
the same spirit, a continued watchfulness of 
disposition would be recommended to us, as an 
essential of Christianity, to watch and pray, 
lest ye enter into temptation. 

I am renewedly convinced; and I am not 
ashamed to acknowledge it, that I know of no 
higher state of attainment, than that of watch- 
fulness and prayer. For if we ever have this 
ground of safety, I know what will be the ef- 
fect, for I have experienced it. We are apt to 
reason thus, I will take a little more latitude 
now, I know the way, I can return to it^ at pleasr 
ure, and at leisure. I will take a little swing 
in the indulgence of imaginary gratifications — 
I will take a little swing in the pleasures of 
the world — ^I will stop a little in my religious 
career; but I shall know where I stopped, and 
of course return to my post But thou fool, 
canst thou say to the troubled sea, thus far 
shalt thou go and no farther? This disposi-* 
tion, which may have prevailed in many of our 
minds, is evil in its nature, and evil in its ten- 
dency ; as we thus choose our own ways, to walk 
under the influence of our own evil devices; 
and if we are ever able to return to the point 
from which we diverged, we may rest assured^ 
that it must be through the depths of afflic-^ 
tion — it must be ^through the power of that 
baptism, which regulates every affeotion, which 
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crucifies every passion and lust) which our 
imagination and our visionary views may have 
suggested. And I know not of a more dangerous 
state than that of those who thus attempt to 
limit the Holy one of Israel; as many of those 
who leave the path of rectitude, promising 
themselves to return, will be more and more 
entangled in the twisting and twining of the 
subtle enemy; and thus they will find to their 
soul's loss and affliction, that they are not mas- 
ters of themselves; and when they give way to 
their passions and inclinations, they cannot 
recall them to their proper subjection, to the 
light and power of God. But, by operating 
in true obedience thereto, these passions are 
subjected, and thus ever}"^ disorderly emotion is 
regulated, every unruly appetite subdued, and 
every lust crucified and staid. But when we 
pollute this power, and diverge abroad, our evil 
propensities will grow strong and powerful, and 
so in proportion as these grow and increase, the 
power of light, of knowledge, and of religious 
experience will daily decrease ; and our spirit- 
ual vision will become dim ; and we shall go 
farther and farther from the path of rectitude; 
and though at times, we may attempt to return, 
yet mountains of opposition will interpose to 
hide, from our view, the object of our desire ; 

and hills of difficulty will prQS^nt, which we. 
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cannot surmount; and oceati^ of imaginary 
troubles, which we can never pass without 
another marvellous interposition of that power, 
who has in all ages commanded the winds and 
the waves; and who has caused the mountains 
to skip like rams, and the little hills like lambs. 
O, my friends, and fellow professors 6( th6 
christian name, and fellow heirs of salvation, 
I know this ground; I have trodden in these 
desolate and thorny paths ; I have knoWn what 
it was to t^te the mercy of God, in Christ 
Jesus — I have known what it was to oome to 
this consolation. But I reasoned thus— I know 
the way to that power which passeth all un-* 
standing, I need not to be so yery cautious of 
every thought — I will give loose a little to my 
imagination, I will quickly return — I will there- 
fore give loose to conversation, contrary to the 
nature of this Grospel of Christ; and indulge 
in things, which, in the view of the world, are 
neither good nor evil— I can go thus far, and 
no man can say that I am inconsistent I have 
tried this, my friends, and I found that it led 
my mind into a state of misery, and awful 
apostacy, and into greater degeneracy from the 
power of God, than I was ever placed in be- 
fore I knew bim, or was aware of his opera- 
tions upon my spirit: In consequence of which 
^ deeper baptism was necessary. I had to rs- 
tui*n thrpugh a more awfiil dispensation of the 
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^mightjr^s judgment) in order to be replaced; 
and ^^day unto day uttereth speech, and night 
unto night sheweth knowlec^e." And if it may 
afford eneouragement to my fellow travellera 
and b^ira of eternity, I avi willing to expose 
myself stiU Airther, by a dealaration, that sinae 
that day in which I took my ^^flight on the sab- 
baili,^^ there has been a less powerful manifesta* 
tion unto me, in his love and mercy, and all his 
glorious attributes have appeared less pre^emi** 
nent, since that day in which I departed from my 
flrst love ; I have never heard and never witnessed 

a full and c(Hnplete manifestation of his ]ove. I 
have gone mcmrning over my own deviations; 
and perhaps, this is the cause, why I am this 
day separated from all that was dear and near to 
me in infancy; and, perhaps, for that very rebel- 
lion I am cast out as an abominable branch on 
this shore, where the face of none was known 
to me; distant from many of those who used 
to console me and advise me, and endeavour 
to keep me in the path of rectitude* , . 

I pray for you all, that you may avoid these 
slips, which have produced such awful results; 
which have filled my bones with poverty, till 
I have even been obliged to cry out "the treach- 
erous dealer, dealeth treacherously.^' Tea, I 
want you to remember, that whilst th6 mercy 
of God shines around you; whilst bis voice is 
heard, attend to its manifestations, that you 
may experience the power of its preservation 
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testead of going a mourning wanderer, oeea- 
dionally calling others to repentance, when iiie 
has been with you ; and craving that your mind« 
may be preserved in calmness and love, that 
you niay continue to enjoy all the social affec- 
tions, from which I am cut oflF. O, my young 
friends, my soul has often- yearned over you 
with feelings of aflfection? I well remember 
when i was a youth, and surrounded by my 
brethren and sisters, and with one of these I 
could ask counsel and experience comfort — with 
one of these I could interchange sentiments — I 
could reap instruction. But these privile^s 
are lost to me for ever. Now, I want you frona 
all these circumstances, and your own expe- 
rience of the knowledge of God, and the ope- 
ration of his spirit upon your own minds, te 
avoid these slips. I want you to be willing to 
enter "in at the strait gate. "For wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to des- 
tructioii, and many there be that go in thereat: 
Because, strait is the gate, and narrow is the 
way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it." "And verily I say unto you, many 
shall strive to enter in, and shall not be able.^ 
And wherefore.^ because they are striving to 
enter in a); the strait gate, and to take with them 
all their lusts, passions, and unsubdued affec- 
tions. vain attempt! O hopeless enterprise! 
If ever you enter in at the strait gate, you must 
•give up all these- — ^you must be stripped nak- 



123 

ed and becoine destitute. We must know the 
leaven of regeneration of (he Holy Ghost td 
punfy our souls and rectify every affection, and 
crucify every passion, and subdue every lust: 
and then we can enter in at the strait gate. 
But every ravenous disposition must be' exclud- 
ed—every imaginary power must be withdrawn^ 
and we must walk in the light of the law. 
^In a path which no fowl knoweth, and which 
the vulture's eye hath not seen: The lion's 
whelps have not trodden it, nor the fierce lion 
passed by it: For the Lord shall dwell there— 
the redeemed of the Lord shall walk there." 
-The language of invitation, is "Come with me 
from Lebanon, my spouse, with me from Leb- 
anon ; look firom the top of Abana ; from the 
top of Shenir and Hermon; from the Lions'' 
dens ; from the mountains of the leopards — from 
all the pinnacles of pride; from all the high and 
lofty places; from all those places which are 
above the natural level of that divine prin- 
ciple which is designed to cover the mind. 
Come with me from Lebanon, mygspouse, look 
from the top of Shenir, and from the lions' dens, 
and fix)ip the mountains of the leopards, and 
from All ravenous dispositions — from all those 
lion-like dispositions, into that daily watchful- 
ness, which I have recommended; and where 
alone we can walk in the light of the Lord, 
•and know him to be our counsellor. Thus 
shall we be preserved in every affiotioa ; and om* 
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the divine natate, we shall be endued with tha^ 
wiadom, which is first piire, then peaeeable, gen* 
tie, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality and without bypocra- 
cy.^' This will enable us, not only to calm 
Jhose passions, which disgrace human nature j 
but it will enable us to fulfil every civil, every 
social, every virtuous, and every religious duty. 

my beloved friends, how precious is this 
privilege, these fruits how amiable, when they 
become inhabitants of the mind, and when com- 
pared with those of an opposite, go: evil tenden* 
cy. And I want it to be renewedly impressed 
on your minds, that there is no other medium 
than by that light given unto all, and which is a 
portion of the same light, the same power, 
wher^'.by the worlds were made ; and which, to the 
Israelites, was a pillar of cloud by day, and a 
pillar of fire by night. We may rest assured, 
having this guide, that every propensity of our 
corrupt nature, must bow to its power. 

1 want to^rect you to this living and eternal 
principle, which will enable you to ov^come 
every enemy, which you may be called to en- 
counter. It will enable you to come froift Leb- 
anon ; come with me from Lebanon my spouse, 
with me from Lebanon; look from the top of 
Abana; from the top of Shenir and Hermon, 
from the mountains of the Leopards, and from 
the Lions' dens. 
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affections are placed on things above, great and 
unspeakable will be our pleasure and our rest 
And we come to this state of enjoyment ;^^I 
knew a man in Christ, above fourteen years ago, 
whether in the body, I cannot tell, or whether 
out of the body, I cannot tell, God kno weth ; 
such an one caught up into the third heaven, 
where he heard things not lawful to be uttered," 
Whilst Paul continued in his corrupt affections, 
he was in the first and lowest heaven, grovelling 
in those animal propensities, and those passions 
which are a disgrace to human nature. No 
doubt, PauPs rigid education brought him into 
a kind of systematic morality, consisting of ex* 
ternal observances, outward principles, and doc- 
trines in which he profited above many of his 
equals, and in which he was alive once: I was 
alive once without the law, but when the law 
came, sin revived, and I died. Thousands are 
in this situation, making a proffsssion of exter- 
nal rites, according to the systematic morality of 
the world, and thus are brought into the second 
heaven. Their peace and enjoyment is placed 
in this: I am a good neighbour, an honest trades- 
man ; I am a member of the church ; I ,have a 
well grounded hope of heaven ; this is the second 
heaven. The mind continues cold; the evil is 
not taken away; our affections are unchanged^ 
our paggions are unsubdued; our lusts uneub 
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jected. But wfaen we come under the in- 
fluence of the law of the spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus, which sets us free from the law 
of sin and death, we are enabled to say, O 
wretched man that I am— ^ who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death? Here is a state 
attainable by every individual of this assembly; 
yea, every individual of the whole human family 
ean attain unto this third heaven, and hear 
things not lawful to be uttered; and thus we 
ehsJl experience the mysteries of the kingdom 
to be opened to our view, and we shall find mat- 
ter of thankfulness, according to the declaration 
of Christ, I thank thee. Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and the prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes ; even so Father, for so it 
seemed good in thy sight And thus we come 
unto the law of the spirit of Christ, and by its 
influence and operations, it opens the blind eyes^ 
unstops the deaf ears, and heals every malady, 
even unto leprosy, raised from the dead. It 
brings us into a state in which we can say, a 
mighty angel stood, having one foot upon the 
sea, and one foot upon the earth, and lifted up 
his right hand unto heaven, and sware by him 
that liveth for ever and ever, that there should 
be time no longer. Our minds will be raised 
by these considerations, and time will be lost in 
hope and faith. We shall be led into the prac- 
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tjce of every religious, every social, and every 
manly virtue. These operations will bring us 
into an immortal state, a state in which we shall 
become kings and priests unto God. We shall 
reign upon the earth, and our dominion will be 
over all those discordant passions, over discord 
which opens the way to all those overbearing 
lusts, which drown us in perdition. All these 
glorious effects will be produced, and we shall be 
brought into the third heaven, and comprehend 
the mysteries thereof. We shal^ know these 
things; and in our meetings, we shall be pre- 
pared by the immediate operation of the spirit, 
for the preaching of the gospel, and we shall 
know an angel to fly through the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach: 
and what is the gospel ? It is not contained in 
the systems of men: it does not consist in a 
belief in notions, in«doctrines, and in dogmas, 
which we can neither understand nor compre- 
hend; this is not the gospel. This is not the 
gospel which was preached by the angel who 
cried, fear God and give glory unto him, for the 
hour of bis judgment is come, and worship him 
that made heaven and earth, the seas and foun- 
tains of waters. And where is his judgment, 
and when shall the hour of judgment come? 
Are we to look for it at a great distance and 
beyond the grave? Are we to look for them in 
terror, or dread, or despair, the usual concom- 
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itante of hell? No, verily; my beloved fellow 
professors of this narae, this holy name by 
which we are called; even in the present day^ 
at the present moment, the judgments are set 
and the books are opened. In the present mo- 
ment, the inmost recesses of our hearts, (for the 
kingdom of heaven is within) the inmost re-- 
cesses of our hearts are opened before God. 
There is not an individual present, who cannot 
testify, that he has experienced often times, the 
spirit of judgment and of burning to rest upon 
Tiim. 

John said, I indeed baptise you with water 
unto repentance, but he that cometh after me is 
mightier than I, the latchet of whose shoes I 
am not worthy to stoop down and unloose ; he 
shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire. The baptism of the gospel dispensation 
is a baptism which is thuif represented: Whose 
fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge 
bis floor, and gather his wheat into his garner, 
but he will burn up the chaff with unquench- 
able fire. These are the operations of this 
baptism which operates on our individual na- 
tures. Each soul may be saved : to each soul 
are the means of salvation brought ; for I believe 
that we are all equally the objects of the 
divine regard. Baptism is essential to sal- 
vation. Not indeed the going through the 
water, which is an emblem of the cleansing* 
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operation, of the spirit. Baptism was a rite of 
the Jewish law. But all the waters of the sea 
will not purge us fronti one single, solitary lust 
or passion, but the baptism of Jesus Christ is 
essential, cleansing^ operative and saving. There 
is no other baptism ; for it is declared there is 
one Lord, one faith, and one baptism; one God 
and Father of all, who is over all, and through 
all, and in you all. 

Thus, by its divine influence on our minds, 
we are instructed in wisdom; by the baptism of 
the Holy Ghost, we are purified from all unho- 
liness, and unrighteousness of men, our affec- 
tions are crucified by the reproofs for sin, and 
by degrees, we become willing to bow before 
its influence, and by its purifying operations, 
it burns up all evil within us. But when we 
feel those operations, instead of waiting patient- 
ly to come under their influence, we go from 
them into company, and by reading books in 
themselves not valuable and foolish, we endeav* 
our to divert our minds from these feelings, 
which would have brought us into judgment. 
If we attend to its manifestations, it grows stron* 
ger and stronger, and works repentance, not to 
be repented of. My beloved, this is the gospel, 
this is the gospel preached in every creature. 
As we attend unto this gospel, to the immediate 
manifestations of its power, though they may 
-appear small often times, they will grow and 
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overtop, and overcome every evil disposition, 
every natural passion and propensity; and we 
shall experience the declaration fulfilled, the law ' 
of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, has set us 
free from the law of sin and death. These ef- 
fects may be produced without the necessity of 
administering the outward elements; without the 
necessity of going back again to a decreased 
dispensation, which was only a preparatory dis- 
pensation ; for John testified, he niust increase, 
and I must decrease. I feel little hesitation in 
saying, that by believing in the baptism of wa- 
ter, we are really and virtually denying the 
coming of Christ in his internal manifestation: 
this oujtward baptism, hath neither the power 
nor the efficacy attributed to it; according to the 
declaration of the prophet Isaias, Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make straight his paths. Every 
valley shall be exalted, aha every mountain and 
hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be 
made straight, and the rough places plain, and 
the glory of the Lord shall cover the earth, as 
the waters cover the sea, and all flesh shall see 
it Now I apprehend that this is a direct al- 
lus^ion to the different dispositions of men. 
Some are rash and lofty; some are fierce and 
cruel: these are the mountains which shall be 
brought into subjection by the spirit. Sorrow 
and trouble shall fall upon them because they 
indulge in these dispositions; for my friends, 
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guilt alone can bring these feelings on the mind; 
whilst our hearts are cofnscious of innocency, 
we jcannot experience these feelings. 

If we are under the influence of these dis- 
positions, let our name be what it may, we 
fihall necessarily be subject to despair and trou- 
ble ; and this state will continue, until we shall 
be washed and purged from sin. I know of no 
other power or influence which is able to pro-' 
duce these effects; but the purifying baptism, 
which I have endeavoured to bring a little be- 
fore your view. 

The blood of Christ is his life; not merely 
that blood which was shed without the gates of 
Jerusalem; we must place our dependence on 
nothing outward. The blood of bulls, and th6 
ashes of goats, will never take away sin ; neither 
do I believe that the outward blood will ever 
cleanse my soul from my guilt, or from the 
guilt of Adam. I have considered this a strong 
figure. It was the fulfilment of the law ; neither 
do I believe that that act of malignity in the 
Jews, in crucifying the righteous Jesus, will 
ever enable us to work the righteousness of 
God. I want it to be impressed on our minds, 
that this last act was yet under the Jewish dis- 
pensation, which was a figurative dispensation ; 
but as the consummation of all figures, the con- 
tract, if I may use the expression, was broken.. 
But the blood is the life; it is the circulating 
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medium, whieh gives vitality to the whole sys- 
tem. We are thus brought into its own divine 
nature and holiness, and into obedience to the 
manifestations of God, into the life of Christ, 
who will not be ashamed to call us his brethren. 
Then we shall be begotten into the same light, 
and walk by the same rule, and mind the same 
thing; we shall become perfect in him; branches 
of the true and living vine. We shall experi- 
ence the enjoyments of heaven, for the kingdom 
of heaven is within. 

Others again are ready to despond, and to 
adopt the language, Has the Lord forgotten to 
be gracious? Is his mercy clean gone over me 
for ever? I apprehend that these, instead of 
condemnation and reproof, receive the consola- 
tions of the Lord^s table, and are comforted by 
his spirit 

Whoever endures these operations, will come 
into the true faith, and know that this is a vital 
and an operative principle ; that it overcomes the 
world; it does not consist in a nominal belief in 
opinions and dogmas, or in the authenticity of 
the scriptures. 

Faith works by love, and we must become 
subject to the obedience of Christ; for faith is 
an essential result of this obedience to the mani- 
festations of the spirit of God. Thus we will 
be increasing and growing in knowledge and re- 
ligious experience ; and opinions and sentiments 
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would be indelibly sealed in the line of our ex* 
perience. By these internal operations, we 
should be brought into the third heaven, and 
hear things not lawful to be uttered. I want 
it to be understood, that when we come io feel 
and to experience these things, we come to be 
partakers also of their divine and blessed efkcts. 
This kind of religion brings us into an experi- 
mental knowledge of the life of Christ, who will 
govern and rule in his kingdom, according to tisiB 
declaration already quoted^ — the kingdom of 
heaven is within. I want this kind of vital and 
practical religion, to spread and in(»*ease, and 
thus we shall not see those divisions which ex- 
ist among professing christians, whether Pa- 
pists, or Episcopalians, or Presbjrterians, or 
Methodists, or Swedenborgians, or Quakers. 
The numerous divisions which arise, are not 
necessarily the result of the gospel. They arise 
from the setting up systems and beliefs, which 
bring us into Babylonish darkness, and a oonfu-- 
sion of languages. It is thus that we^are brought 
into divisions, strife, and dissentions, and come 
into a state in which we say one unto another: 
stand by thyself, come not near unto me; for I 
am holier than thou. 

' We must be brought down to the same level; 
we must be brought into a state of humiliation. 
Then we shall know the glory of the Lord to 
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cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 
This is the millenial state, which is not attached 
to times; but when we come into this state, we 
shall know that a mighty angel stood with one 
foot upon the sea, and one foot upon the earth ; 
upon our affections, our corrupt passions and 
lusts; and lifted up his right hand unto heaven^ 
and aware by him that liveth forever and ever, 
tiiat there should be time no longer. Our af- 
fections will be removed from sublunary things; 
days, months, years, names, and all eiitemal 
things will sink into their native insignificancy: 
all that is combustible in us, will be burnt up 
by the spirit of judgment and of burning. When 
we come into this pure and holy state, we shall 
stand, having harps of God in our hands, and 
sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and 
ihe song of the Lamb, saying. Great and mar- 
vellous are all thy works. Lord God Almighty ; 
just and true are all thy ways, thou king of 
saints. 

Assuredly the design of the Gospel is, to 
bring us into a heavenly state, to purify us by 
the operation of the spirit of God; and thus 
it brings us to know that there was war in hea- 
ven; Michael and his angels fought, the dragon 
also and his angels, and prevailed not; neither 
was there place found any more in heaven. 
And what are angels? They are the ministers 
of God for good: He maketh his angels spirits. 
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^tad his ministers a flame of fire. Theie atf-* 
gels are not what they are generally considered^ 
jOnr views of angels and of heaven are taken 
from education and tradition; we do not rest 
our belief on our own experimental knowledge 
of the truth, nor even on the accounts of the 
Scriptures themselves; they are derived from* 
fabulous stories; from Homer and from Milton. 
But that heaven is within, according to the say* 
ing of Christ himself, in whom I believe most 
assuredly as the Redeemer, the Saviour, and the 
Mediator, not merely in his outward manifesta- 
tion of flesh, but in his internal manifestion in 
the heart. The angel of love will cast otit the 
demon of hatred; the angel of hope will cast 
out the demon of despair; the angel of temper- 
ance will cast out the demon of intemperance. 

It was written under the Jewish dispensa- 
tion, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind, and with all thy strength,^ which 
is the first and greatest commandment And 
the second is like unto it; Hhou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself;'^ on these two hang all 
the law and the prophets. On these hangs also 
the fulfilment of the Gospel dispensation: 
wherever we f\ilfil this, all wars and dissen- 
sions, all squabblings are banished to the regions 
of eternal darkness. When we come under 
iSiis divine dispensation, it leads us out of the 
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iadulgenee of our natural affections and pro- 
pensities. The Lord hath overcome the world; 
and the divine word begets us into its own di-^ 
vine nature; it regards not the changes of time; 
it overcomes every evil passion: and then the 
an^el of love casts out the den;ion of hatred; 
the ;ai)gel qf mercy casts out the demon of 
crudity; jthe angel of temperance casts out the 
d^mpn of intemperance; the angel of hope casta 
out thi^, devil of despair; the angel of a living 
ffiith c^stsk.out the demon of infidelity; and every 
ministering angel casts out its opposite, its ad^ 
versary, and its enemy. And thus our noinds 
become .pure . and we can bear this testimony ; 
there was .war in heaven, Michael and his an- 
gels fought} the dragon also and his angels, 
and prevailed not, neither was there place found 
any more , in heaven. Now, here is a state 
clearly attainable by all ; the means afforded are 
fully adequate ; they do not consist in a belief 
in dogmaa, and sentiioents, and opinions, and 
doctrines, so called, which s^re imbibed by tra- 
dition and education, but in the baptising 
Qperatiofi of the Holy Ghost, bringing us into 
an obedience to tfee word of God, the rule of 
taith and practice. This name has been attri* 
buted to the Scriptures, but po name is worthy 
of this, but the name of Christ alone, who is 
the power of God. I apprehend that by this, 
yve make the bible, which was intended to be 
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one of the choicest blessings of heaven, into a 
grievous curse. If we make the Scriptures the 
word of God, and only rule of faith and prac- 
tice, and endeavour to shape our opinions whol- 
ly by its precepts, we shall become Bible Ghris« 
tians; and there is a great diiference between 
Bible Christians, and Spiritual Christians. 
Bible * Christians are contending for precepts 
and doctrines, while yet under the influence 
of their carnal propensities; but Spiritual Chris- 
tians by daily attending to the Spirit or Word 
of God, come to worship the Father in spirit 
and in truth. And as the spirit, or grace of 
Grod, -or word, or wisdom of God, call it by 
what name you may, is an operative principle, 
it has the chief agency in all religious instruc- 
tion. 

Then we experience the fulfilment of those 
mighty miracles, which are recorded, and which 
remain to be operated even at the present day. 
When by its operative power on our minds, 
we receive the Gospel dispensation, and we at- 
tend thereto, it opens the blind eyes of the un- 
derstanding, unstops the deaf ears, and heals 
every malady, even unto l^rosy; it raises the 
dead, smd casts out devils, even though we were 
possessed of a legion. 

My beloved friends, our religion may not on- 
ly direct us in youth, and in the strength of 
manhood; it will also be a support to us in 
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prosperity tmd in adversity, in sorrow and in 
sickness. Then we shall be enabled to adopt 
the language, O death, where is thy sting, O 
grave, where is thy victory* The sting of death 
is sin. We shall know that the law of the spi- 
rit of life, in Christ Jesns, has set us free from 
the^law of sin and death. Every sting wilt be 
removed, and we shall come into that holy con- 
fidence which casts out all dread and sorrow. 
We shall have that evidence which cannot be 
removed) having the light of God t6 direct us 
day by day, and thus we shall come to know that 
the little stone was cut out of the mountain 
without hands, without the aid of human learn* 
ing, or of literaiy education, but only by an 
obedience to the grace of God ; we know that 
the little stone overcame the mighty image which 
Nebuchadnezzar saw, and smote the image^ 
whose feet and toes were made partly of iron, 
and partly of potter^s clay, those strong mate- 
rials partially built on the truth, and partially 
on the clay of human invention ; the little stone 
smote upon the feet and the toes, and brake 
them in pieces. 

When we come into this state, the scriptures 
will be opened to our understanding, and we 
shall knowii and be able to acknowledge, the 
experience of the same spirit which dictated 
them to the holy men, and shall be able to de- 
dare, bis^ arm i« not shortened, that he cannot 
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i|ave; aeiifaer is his ear grown heavy, that he 
eannot hear. But our iniquities and our sins 
have withheld these good things from us. The 
indulgence of our sinful natures raises an insu- 
perable barrier to the salvation of our souls, 
and brings us into darkness and confusion, yea, 
darkness that can be felt, and for these punish- 
ments, we need not look at a great distance, and 
beyond the grave. Many there are, who expe- 
rience the torments of hell, and the righteous 
experience the joys of heaven even in this life, and 
feel the joys and blessings of his salvation. And 
if we experience these things whilst clothed 
with mortality, whilst we receive them through 
this veil of flesh, what shall we not receive 
when we appear before him as spirits. 

If, on the contrary, we are separated from 
this body, whilst we are in a state of alienation 
from him, whilst we are obstructing his divine 
power, we shall continue in the darkness which 
we have chosen. There is no i*epentauce in the 
grave; as the tree falleth, so it lieth: the dead 
cannot praise the Lord, neither can they that 
are buried celebrate his name. The truth 
of many of these things, is consid^ed as no- 
thing in the morality of the world, and there 
are few of the greatest evils, that do not abound 
in an eminent degree. 1 am not accusing you of 
these evils ; I wish to caution you against them ; 
there may be som^ present, who are wavertiog 
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the choiceet blessii^ of keaven into a grievous 
curse. The grain and the fruits of the eartia, 
are transformed into a liquor, ^hich is a very 
poison. P^rhs^s, there is in this ai^mbl^, 
some widowed mother, or a son weeping over 
the uirtimely end of a father, lost to the feelings 
of virtue, who has shortened the days which 
were allotted to him, aild rusli^d uncalled into 
the prei^nce of his Judge. Now let us look 
at the condition of the drunkard, his hungry and 
almost naked children, his desponding wife, 
whom he had vowed to love and cherish, and he 
himself a most disconsolate object, with a bloat- 
ed countenance, and haggs^d mien, his ideas 
confiised, either full of cursing or full of folly 
and nonsense, full of every thing that is evil, 
every thing that can break the heart, the des- 
ponding heart of his once beloved companion. 
And thus he leaves his destitute widow, in the 
very depths of pov^y, with a helpless family 
of children; totally neglecting the indispensible 
duty of parents to provide for their children, 
food and rainaent, a good and suitable education ; 
and he leaves the forlorn mother charged with 
care for th^n, and unable to provide them bread, 
and they are brought tp tread in the steps of 
their father. And thus they are not only liter- 
ally pests to society; but these are they that fill 
our penitentiaries, and who are in this manner 
brought to an untimely end. I have often con- 
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sidered wliat an awful thing it wonM be for toe^ 
if the blood of my children should rise up in 
judgment against me^ and condemn me with an. 
overwhelming condemnation. 

This is a sin of a deeper die than common^^ 
and which deserves the punishment of righteous^ 
judgment ; but we have learned to look upon it 
as nothing, or something common which we 
overlook^; our minds are hardened, our affections 
grown callous, Wehave nothing to do but to 
retrace o«r steps and to return to the power of 
^vine love, which is able fo remove mountains. 
But if we comA not under the influence of 
living faith by giving way to the manifestations 
of God, we shall be given over to a state of re^ 
probation; but the doctrine of unconditional 
election and reprobation is inconsistent with 
all the attributes of the divinity, and I believQ 
it to be little better than blasphemy. We 
muisit come unto the power, and attend to the 
manifestations of divine light, of that light 
^hich was in the beginning with God, and 
was God ; we must know him to govern, and 
to wield his righteous sceptre in our hearts ; and 
then we shall know him to sit upon the throne 
of David, and over his kingdom to order it, and 
^tablish it with judgment and with justice, tot 
ever and ever; and we shall be elected heirs of 
Ood, and joint heirs with Christy in his kingdom, 

19 • 
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But if we say, we will not have tbis mmi to 
rule over us; and if we follow our own ways, 
and our own judgments, and rebel against the 
light, and attend not to the manifestations of 
fhe gospel, in faith and verity, which came by 
Jesus Christ, the ministerof the sanctuary, and 
of the true tabernacle which God hath pitched, 
and not man, they will gradually be withdrawn, 
and become weaker and weaker, and we shall 
lose the state we once had, for ever* 

These views are not the sickly dreams of an 
enthusiast: I had nothing prepared when I came 
here ; but according as I have known the tenters 
of judgment for sin, therefore I have endeavour*, 
ed to persuade men to be reconciled to €rod ; for 
I have known what it was to mourn, and to be 
, afflicted for my transgressions ; I have known what 
it was to separate myself from the source of puri* 
ty ; I have known what it was to grovel under 
the influence of perverted affections and propen- 
sities. But until we come under the influence 
of heavenly dispositions, we can never worship 
in spirit and in truth. Then it is, that we can 
tome into the true Sabbath. And what is the 
Sabbath? Is it one day set apart in seven? No, 
verily ;' it is the rest prepared for the righteous* 
When our affections and our minds are puri* 
fied, we are brought into a state of internal 
worship; and then we can worship the Father 
iji spirit and in truth. Then every day will be 
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a iSabbath ; we shall know our works td be fin- 
ished ; then we can proclaim a fast, and call a 
solemn assembly. Thus we shall con^e into the 
Sabbath of eveiiasting duration, and be enabled 
to pray, and not to faint; and be able to fulfil' 
the declaration of the Apostle: pray without 
ceasing, not merely by a form oif words, and 
bowing tile head as a bulrush, and raiinng 
the Yoice as a trumpet. I appeal to somie of 
you; have you not felt condemnation, sorrow, 
and dread^ in the very act of this prayer, which, 
cannot be acceptable? But when we come un- 
der the influence of the spirit of prayer, every 
aspiration of the soul, though, perhaps^ not 
clothed in language, is acceptaUe as the even^^ 
ing sacrijfice. Our minds will be stayed on him ; 
as it is written, thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee. Then 
we shall receive from him that wisdom which is 
essential to salvation. What a difference is 
there between this spiritual and mental prayer, 
and those outward forms of prayer which we 
even an abomination in the sight of heaven, 
even that prayer which Christ taught his disci- 
ples — Our Father, who art in heaven. Now, 
are there not some of us, who, on our bended 
knees, call him father, who are not begotten in 
purity and holiness: but like begets its like, and 
God begets his like, into a state of purity. But 
we attend not, and consider not, how deep is 
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the language, Our father, who airt ipbet^^^eh^ 
hallowed be thy Qamie. Are there not some 
who are swearing by his oame, on the most 
Gpmmon occasioQs, contrary to th^ e:spress 
qo^cnancl of Christ and hia Apostles, S^ear not 
at all^ neitherby heaven, for it istGod-s throne^ 
qor by the.eartb, for it is his footataol; neither* 
by Jerusalejtn^.for it i$ the oHy of the. great king; 
neither shalt thou swear by thy head^ for thou 
cai^st not make gne hair white or^black: but let 
your . communication . be, yea, yeaj jiay, nay: 
t]^at is, spepk the truth in all things. Our &- 
ther, ,who art in heaven, hallowed h^ tfa{y <iame; 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done: we pray 
for his kingdom to come, without reniiembering 
that the kingdom of heaven is within^ and that 
we cannot pray for the coming of his, kii^gdom, 
until we know him to rule in us ; until we come 
into the obedience of the law of his spirit, and 
obtain the victory ovor our natural propensities ; 
and, therefore, we cannot pray, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven^ whilst our ajQfections 
are no); purified ; whilst we are under the influ- 
.ence of the religion which we have derived from 
laaen and books. Neither can we < sing praises 
to hi& name, until we have experienced deliver- 
ance from our souls^ enemies* We cannot 
adopt singing and prayers to God, until our 
minds are purified ; until our affections are regu- 
lated, and we are brought into a willingness to 
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obey the^diyine law; then, and not till then, siiall 
We be able ta^sing with th^ spirit, and with thd 
understanding also. And i am not ashamed to 
acknowledge, that there have bc^en raised secret 
aspirations to God in my soul ; and I have been 
led at times to pour forth thanks to God, to 
take courage, and to ascribe praises to his holy 
name. 

This religion enables us to perform and to 
fulfil all those duties which we owe to our 
great Maker, and all the duties which we owe 
to each other. It will enable husbands to love 
their wives, and wives to be obedient to their 
husbands. This will lead thism into a fulfil- 
ment of those duties which they owe to their 
offspring. Thus they will be enabled to keep 
the minds of their children tender, prepared to 
receive the manifestations of God, the good 
shepherd and husbandman, who sows the seed 
of the kingdom in their hearts. And so also 
they will bring forth fruit, some thirty, some 
sixty, some an hundred fold, to the praise and 
honour of God. 

And now, under those feelings which indue** 
ed me to request your company, I may say I 
have found it to be a relief to my mind ; and by 
whatever name to religion you may be called, 
(for God is no respecter of persons, but in every 
nation he that feareth him and worketh righ- 
teousness is accepted of him,) under those 
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the present day may become very relipous, very 
zealous, in the cause of religion, and do much 
for its support; and yet indulge in all the pro- 
pensities of his carnal mind. And if his mis- 
conduct goes not so far, that he receives the lash 
of the civil power, he passes on very well. 

But is this the kind of religion, that will en- 
able us to meet God with acceptance ? 

No, It is not the religion of experience, or 
of revelation ; it is not the religion of our own 
reflection. It is that religion which is the re*- 
suit of education, prejudice and habit; and 
therefore it must follow, that while under the 
influence of these causes, proceeding from thii^ 
corrupt source, we must be split and divided. 
And here we see, ^^'Mystery Babylon^ the great, 
the mother of harlots, and abominations of thi 
earth." That which is out of the truth, stands 
not in the power of God, which is in this day, 
as fully revealed, as ever it was of old. 

Whilst we stand not in this power, wie stancl 
in a power of our own creation, which power 
is not of God. 

Since we have been sitting together, my mind 
has been led to look at a vfery ancient record; 
by which we are informed, that in the works of 
creation, God placed in this firmament two 
lights ; the greater to rule the day, and the less- 
er to rule the night And he made the stars 
also. Now we believe this record;— ^we be^ 
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lieve that the sun was pkced in the .firmiiment, 
and that it gives light But why do we be- 
lieve it? Because we feel its vivifying influ- 
ence; the evidence is indubitable, and this af- 
fords a beautiful type of that medium, through 
which we receive a knowledge of Grod. ^^Folr 
this is life eternal, to know thee, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.^^ 
He has given us a light, which is the life of 
men. This light operates upon every mind; — 
there is not an individual, who has arrived to 
the years of manhood, without feeling its influ- 
ence, however he may be bound, under the dog- 
mas of those preceptors, unto human nature, 
who never received this cotamand from God. — 
Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptising 
them into the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 

But what will that religion do for us, in that 
day, when this mortal must put on immortality, 
and this corruptible must put on incorruption? 

Is there an individual, who ha^ not expe- 
rienced the operation of the spirit in his own 
mind, and who has not, at times, felt a concern 
for his everlasting welfare? Are there any, who 
cannot testify that they have, when on their 
pillows, had serious reflections ; and in their, 
solitary hours been led or induced to aspire, 
unto the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, for knowledge an4 wisdom ? 

20 
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is this the result of education ? No. It iis 
the operative power of God upon our spirits, 
that medium, through which knowledge is as 
certainly received, as light from the sun. 

This is the first moving of that embryo, which 
is begotten in us, arid as it is written, ''shall 
rule the nations with a rod of iron.'' 

I remember the record of the beloved apostle. 
Who was commanded to take, the little book out 
of the angel's hand, who stood upon the earth 
and the sea, having the dominion over the 
earthly or animal propensities, and the fluctuat- 
ing imaginations of the mind, and eat it up: 
''And it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey, 
but it shall make thy belly bitter'' 

I have been instructed by these words ; — They 
are analogous to this expression. "I will al- 
lure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and 
speak comfortably unto her.'' The little book, 
which is in the mouth sweet as honey, is a 
beautiful type, through which, I have been led 
often to look at the beauty and excellence of 
holiness, of which we all have similar prospects, 
altho' we may attain not the possession thereof. 

Are there any who have not experienced these 
feelings? No. For God remains from everlast- 
ing to everlasting, as a light unto the good and 
the evil; in himself unchangeable, he sends his 
rain on the just and the unjust; and therefore, 
while ill this probationary state, this medium 
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will be continued to us. We shall sc^e the 
beauty of holiness, and desire to draw nigh to 
God, as a being purp, holy, harmless, undefiled 
and separate from. sin. When we come to walk 
under the influence of this divine ligbt^ that 
law of the spirit of life, which operates upoi^ 
the man of sin, then it becomes bitter — when 
thousands who have experienced the first mov- 
ings of the embryo, have strangled it in its 
binh ; here they have lost the benefit of its ex- 
istence. That light, which is the life of men, 
becomes dim and cloudy, and they are envel- 
oped in darkness; — their sun goes down at 
noon. 

But we can become religious without the aid 
of this light, this judge of quick ai^d dead, wk) 
reproves ev^ry o^e of sin and transgression j 
we can fulfil all the rituals of the outwaid law 
of that society, of which we are men^bers, un* 
der the influence of those early imbibed {n^eju- 
dices which fill the mind. Wie can oondem|i a 
portion of our fellow creatures to everlasting 
perdition; — we can profess to bejieve that a 
part will be doomed to everlasting happiness, 
and the rest to misery; — ^we can form systems 
for ourselves, and even give laws to Grod. We 
can become righteous in our owq eyes, as did 
the Jews, when deeply degenerated; saying, 
"Come not near me, stand by thyself, for I am 
holier than thou." 
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This religion will do for us, when we ha\re 
slain the witness for God in our souls; but it 
will not do to die by. If we attend to the 
monitions of this divine birth, in its first ap- 
pearances — if we submit to its influence, whe- 
ther it is sweet or bitter, the knowledge of God 
increases. We may remember the declaration 
of the Apostle: "When I was a child, I spake 
as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as 
a child ; but when I became a man, I put away 
childish things.'' So certain as is this progress, 
in the opening of the rational powers of man, 
50 certain is the progress^ in spiritual discern- 
ment: and a growth in grace, and a knowledge 
of the truth. If we begin not at the beginning, 
and submit not unto that teacher which never 
was removed into a comer, we never can receive 
subsequent lessons, to fit us for an habitation in 
that ei<y whose walls are salvation, and whose 
gates are prabe. 

We may boast of our reason, and of being 
the noble work of God; but if we disobey hioi, 
we become most ignoble, and by separating our* 
selves from him, we become aliens from the com- 
monwealth of Israel, enemies to the covenant 
of promise, having no hope, and are without 
God in the world. This is beautifully exem- 
plified in the declaration of an eminent Pro* 
phet, when he compared man to the helpless 
ipfant, cast out in the open field, in its blood 
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- — It was neither salted at all, I'Or swaddled at 
all ; neither was it washed in water, to supple 
it: yet in this situation, passing by us, he hath 
said unto us, live ye. He hath said unto us, 
when we were in our blood, live*; and he hath 
waited for us, according to this beautiful sym- 
bol, "until thy breasts are fashioned, and thine 
hair is grown, whereas thou was naked and 
bare. Then I saw thy time was the time of 
love, and I spread my skirt over thee — I made 
a covenant with thee, and clothed thee also 
with broidered work, and shod thee with Bad- 
ger's skins. I adorned thee also with gold and 
with jewels, and thou becamest mine," Has 
he not made this Covenant with us.^ Has he 
not borne with our infirmities, cast his skirt 
over us, and said unto us, when in our blood, 
live? And as we have attended to his admoni- 
tions, he has clothed us with broidered work, 
and shod us with Badger's skins, and adorned us 
with his gold and his jewels, whereas we were 
naked and bare. But we have broken our cov- 
enant upon every high mountain ; we have wan- 
dered from him, choosing other lovers. In this 
we have dealt treacherously with him, not be- 
cause there was not a sufficiency of his excel- 
lency to make us superlatively comely ; but be- 
cause we have indulged our vain propensities, 
and hence separated ourselves from him, and 
wasted his gold and jewels on others. We have 
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becot9e religiafi^without rigbteoustiesS) placing 
opinions for religion^ and declamations for gos- 
pel ; but opinions are not religion, nor declama^ 
lion gospel, for t^ese stand in the reasoning 
jpowers of man. But man, by the aid of rea- 
son, the arts, sciences, and philosophy, can nev- 
^r come to a knowledge of 60^. 

Wbat is man? He is a coippound beiug; hQ 
has an animal body, and animal or instinctiy^ 
faculties, by. the aid of which be can perform all 
the anin^al function^. The race of manlcind are 
propagated as- other animals are, and we die as 
they die. We are sensible pf heat and cold, 
hunger and thirst, and every other feeling to 
which the lowest animal is liable: But, there i^ 
also in man something of the nature of Deity, 
a spirit, which is an emanation from God. It 
is this alone that can comprehend God. It j^ 
by the combination of these faculties that reason 
is produced, by the exercise of which, man re- 
ceives the power of speech, and is enabled t^ 
compare ideas, to dive into arts, sciences, and 
philosophy; to fulfil the social, civil, and rela- 
tive duties which we owe to each other; — in 
short, to do all that is temporally required of 
us, if we pervert not this reason, and make it 
not subservient to our animal passions. But 
this compound, which we call reason, can never 
give a knowledge of God, because he is a ^pirit 
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These views are cohfirtned by the apostolic 
declaration, ^the things of a man are known 
only by the spirit of a man, which is in him; 
but the things of God knoweth no man but by 
the Spirit of God.'' 

How necessary it is, then, that we learn to 
distinguish between the light of the Spirit of 
God, manifesting spiritual truths, and this light 
of reason, which is nothing more than the light 
of the spirit of God shining upon the instinct- 
ive faculties. These may be compared to a 
body which is, in itself, opaque, and without 
light. But when that light which proceeds 
from Heaven shines upon it, the reflected rays 
may be compared to the light of the moon, 
which is a borrowed light; but this is not the 
light whereby we feel that invigorating influencCi 
which is produced by the rays of the sun shin- 
ing immediately on ourselves, and which cause 
vegetation and warmth. It is of aii inferior 
nature; but when abstracted from these animal 
propensities, when the soul soars into the arms 
of Divinity, it is lost to all lower enjoyments; 
the spirit is united to him in the bonds of peace, 
purity and perfection ; and herein is the declar- 
ation of the Lord Jesus , fulfilled. ^The king- 
dom of. Heaven is within you.'' For whatever 
our situation on earth may be — whether in sick- 
ness or in health, in riches or poverty, in pros- 
perity or adversity, or upon the bed of death— 
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if the mind is fixed in heaven, it will be to Uie 
soul an anchor, sure and steadfast, over all the 
powers of death, hell, and the grave. 

And yet we are commuting all this, for what? 
For tlie indulgence of our passions, propensi- 
ties, apd feelings, which are natural, and which 
will stand only for a limited period, perhaps but 
for a moment. 

We indulge them at the expense of our pre- 
sent enjoyment, and future prospect of heaven, 
when we shall be unclothed of mortality. How 
blind must we be, to hate a religion which will 
support the mind under every affliction, which 
regulates every inordinate passion and propen- 
sity, wl^ich would again make our wilderness an 
Eden, our desert like the garden of the Lord. 
Joy and gladness should be laid therein ; thanks- 
giving and the voice of melody: oot of that tu- 
multuous joy, nor the delights of music, pro- 
ceeding from the sons and daughters of the 
children of men. 

When the mind is prepared for the. reception 
of thia holy principle, tiiere is a calm, a quiet, 
which many of you have felt, but which can 
never be described by words. 

Have not many of the ^ons and daughters of 
men been partakers of these joys.'^ 

When our hands have been engaged in our 
labours, when walking by the way, when we 
lie down or when we rise up, haye we not been 
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ready to adopt the langaage of the apostle? ^It 
is good for us to be here ; and let us make three 
tabernacles: one for Thee^ and one for Moses, 
and one for Elias.^^ But alas! have we brought 
these feeliogd, prtotically into our daily walk in 
^fe? I fear we have not And hence it is, that 
we have been turned back again, into a state of 
suffering and deep affliction. 

Many are willing to follow Christ to the 
mdunt of transfiguration, but few are willing to 
follow him to the mount of crucifixion. But 
we never can become partakers of his life, till 
we have experienced that declaration of the 
apostle fulfilled: ^^1 am crucified with Christ, 
nevertheless I live, yet not I but Christ liveth 
in me ; and the life that I now live^ in the flesh, 
is by the faith of the Son of God, who loved ma 
and gave himself for me.^^ 

But there is a vain and fruitless hope, and a 
nominal belief entertained, that something was 
done for us centuries before we had an existence, 
which will wipe away our transgressions. But 
can a spiritual effect be produced, by an out* 
wsord cause? This sacrifice was a beautiful 
type and consummation of all which had gone 
before ; and in this type was fulfilled all obe* 
dience to the outward and legal dispensations, 
and another more glorious opened; which was 
not to depend on any of these things, but upon 
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our wiDingness to be crucified with Christ, and 
to know our natural passions and propensities^ 
brought into subjection and obedience. 

Thus an important lesson was designed to be 
inculcated, by this act of malevolence in the 
Jews: and convinced I am, that that sacrifice, 
without the gates of Jerusalem, will never have 
the effect that many are ascribing to it For if 
through his sufferings, in his outward manifes- 
tation, the work is done; and if, through his 
act merely, he became the propitiatory sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole worlds why are we yet 
partaking of bread and wine? Why are we in 
subjection to another lex scriptum (or written 
law) which preachers and teachers have impos* 
ed upon us? Why then this great variety and 
multifarious round of ceremony, if the work is 
done ? 

But the work is yet to do, and that indivi- 
dually, until we experience an overcoming of 
evil propensities, and give up our natural lives 
upon the cross. Until we are crucified with 
Christ, w& can never be made partakers of his 
resurrection. For until we have experienced 
this, we have not a victory over him, who hath 
the power of death, that is the devil. 

Here it is that men run into errors, by build- 
ing their hope of salvation, on an act perform- ^ 
ed by another, and their hope of happiness be- 
yond the grave. They have placed hell and 
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Ae devil there also. But if we ever enter hea- 
ven, we must experience the fulfilment of that 
declaration, ^Hhe kingdom of heaven is within 
yoxx.^ We must know this truth, on this side the 
grave. We must know its power to command 
every fluctuating imagination, and bring them 
into a stdte of stillness and quiet: For a state 
of happiness is a state of quietude, ^^ Jerusalem 
remains to be a quiet habitation ; — ^not one of 
the stakes thereof, can be removed, neither 
shall any of the cords thereof be broken. There 
the glorious Lord shall be unto us, a place of 
broad rivers and streams, wherein shrill go, no 
galley with oars, none of the superb inventions 
of men, neither shall gallant ships pass thereby; 
because the Lord is our Judge and our Law* 
giver, and not those ordinances which men 
have chosen. He is our King and will save 
us.'^ Here the tacklings, with which we have 
been bound, are loosed; — ^^'here they could not 
strengthen their masts and spread their sails,'^ 
and build up systems, in which they have sought 
something for themselves. "Then is the prey 
of the great spoil divided, the lai!ne take the 
prey." But many then are ready to cry out, 
I have no doubt at times, in the anguish of 
their souls, when they feel the crucifying ope- 
ration of this spirit. "Who among us, shall 
dwell with the devouring fire? Who shall 
dwell with everlasting burnings,^" 



/ 



164 

. H^e, my friends, ^ there is encouragemeiit in 
words like these: ^He that walketh righteous* 
ly and speaketh uprightly, he that despiseth the 
gain of oppression, that shutteth his hand from 
holding bribes, that stoppeth his ear from 
hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from 
seeing evil; he shall dwell on high: His place 
of defence shall be the munitions of rocks: 
Bread shall be given him, his waters shall be 
sure. Thine eye shall see the king in his beau- 
ty: They shall behold the land that is very far 
off." 

Here is a kind of religion, which brings the 
mind into a state of purity, a state of holiness 
and harmlessness ; a state of undefiledness, and 
consequent communion with God, in which we 
experience another declaration, of Jesus fufiUed, 
when he was supplicating for his followers: ^^I 
in them, and thou in me, that they also may 
become one in us,**^ wherefore, he is not asham- 
ed to call us brethren. 

These brethren have, as he did, overcome the 
world: Their n^inds are not depending on the 
dogmas of men; — their hope is in him; they 
feel his supporting power, and experience him 
to be,, to them, wisdom, righteousness, sanctifi- 
cation and redemption. And how plain it is, 
how simple is true religion, and undefiled, be- 
fore God the Father. It needs not much 
illustration by words. All may know it. The 



lot of eveiy^man is cast on the plain simple path ; 
but we never can experience this power, till we 
know the ministration of condemnation ; till we 
are willing to have reproved every thought, 
word and action; till we are willing to be, to do, 
or to suffer what is required at our hands. 

It is, therefore, an individual work. As the 
sun shines on the just and unjust, the thank* 
ful and the evil ; so the ministration of condem* 
nation must be experienced by all. 

If we attend to it, it will prove a savor of 
life unto life; — If we neglect it, a savor of 
death unto death. What are all these vain 
substitutes and subterfuges? They are what 
man has chosen, they are natural, they are out* 
ward. Let us look to the sacrament, so called, 
and when we have used it, can it nourish the 
soul? It may nourish the body, but the soul is 
spiritual, it cannot be nourished thereby. It 
may be used as a type or symbol; but are we 
yet under the legal dispensation ? No. We are 
not under types, or legal shadows and ceremo- 
nies. The substance is come ; the power of 
God is experimentally known, even that power, 
which is the resurrection and the life. 

To eat the bread and drink the wine, to say 
the least of it, is a work of supererogation, and 
those who practise it, bring themselvies under, 
the reproof of the prophet, ^'who hath required 
tiiis at ycHir bands ?^^ Neither can all the wa- 
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Iters of the sea cleanse the soul from one solitary 
. sin or lust. But when we come under the in- 
fluence of the baptism of the Holy Ghost; when 
knowing what it is, to lie under the judgments 
of God, which are revealed from heaven against 
sin and disobedience, then shall we be cleansed. 
And there are none, who have not experienced 
something of these judgments. Have we not 
been brought into the depths of hell? Are 
there not seasons, when we have been ready to 
cry out in the anguish of our soul, a Saviour 
or I die; a Redeemer, or I perish forever: Are 
there not seasons when all are sensible, that they 
have been doing wrong, and when sorrow fills 
their hearts.^ 

Here is the ministration of condemnationi 
which is glorious in its season ; and if we are 
willing to abide under its influence, it will make 
way for the ministration of life. As we attend 
daily to what passes in our minds, we may ex-' 
perience many things made known to us as evils, 
which we have been led to undervalue, because 
they accord with the maxims and customs of 
the day, and with the fashionable religion of the 
world: For religion, and pride, and vanity are 
now connected together; but when we come 
under the influence of these divine feelings, the 
latter will be banished from our souls for ever, 
and that spirit which condemns for every evilj 
will also spe^ peace to the soul for every act 
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of obedience. Then we shall know what is 
meant by the declaration of the forerunner of 
Jesus: ^^But he that cometh after me is mightier 
than I, whose shoes latchet I am not worthy to 
unloose: He shall baptise you with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire. This is the grace of God, 
wherein ye ought to stand: For the grace of 
God that bringeth salvation, hath appeared to 
all men, teaching us, that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world; 
looking for that blessed hope and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Je- 
sus Christ." 

And where are we to look for this glorious 
appearing, if not in ourselves.^ 

It is written, "Behold he cometh in the 
clouds ; and every eye shall see him, and they 
also that pierced him. And how black are the 
clouds in which he appears, to those who have 
pierced him by their transgressions, and neglect- 
ed him in his manifestations. But as we at- 
tend to this baptism of the Holy Ghost; it has 
an elBfect to cast out devils; to remove the pro- 
pensities, which haive brought these dark clouds 
aver us. 

What are these devils.'^ Are they not those 
propensities in which we indulge; and which 
separate us from God, the source of all purity? 
There is a warfare between the angels of life in 
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we come to htkQW them set in array, in our 
minds, then we experience their power. When 
we see the angel of love, opposed to the devil 
of hatred ; the angel of mercy to the devil of 
cruelty ; every heavenly disposition opposing: its 
opposite,^ or adversary; then we shall come to 
Imow that declaration fulfilled: ^And there was 
war in heaven ; Michael and bis angels fought 
s^ainst the dragon; and the dragon fought 
and his angels, and prevailed not; neither 
was there place found any more in heaVen: 
And the great dragon was cast out.'' 

Herein is fulfilled that declaration: — ^''Strong- 
er is he that is in you, than he that is in the 
world; and the weapons of this warfare are not 
carnal, nor mortal, they are spiritual ; mighty 
through God even to the pulling down of strong 
holds; casting down imaginations and every 
high thing that opposeth itself to the knowl- 
edge of the truth > And they will put to flight 
the armies of the aliens, having our feet shod 
with the preparation of the gospel of peacei 
our loins girded about with truth, the helmet 
of salvation upon our head. Take also thq 
shield of faith, whereby to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked ; and above all things, take 
the sword of the spirit, whieh is the word of 
God. 
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As this armour is all of a heavenly nature, se^ 

nothing earthly or corruptible can ever affect 
it. But what is this faith? Is it a mere nomi'- 
nal belief? No, verily: But when we have ex- 
perienced the terrors of the Lord, in baptism, 
for sin and disobedience, and have als(j felt, that 
in the niidst of judgment, God has also remem- 
bered mercy, and spoke peace to the soul, season 
after season, there is begotten in us a living faith 
and holy confidence, which stands not in a 
knowledge of the Scriptures or of systematic 
religion. It results from our own experience 
of the operative power of God. This is that 
faith once delivered to the saints, that living 
faith, which supports all those who become par- 
takers of the joys of heaven^ and is the life of 
all them which are sanctified. Faith stands not 
in opinions; — it is not bounded by time or out- 
ward circumstances, but it stands in the power 
of God. It unites the true believers to him; 
and in this, is that declaration fulfilled: ^^I in 
them, and thou in me, that they also may be- 
come one in us; and these he is not ashamed to 
call brethren." 

This is a shield which will qClench all 
the fiery darts from the enemy of souls. This 
is that sword of the spirit which is the word 
of God. It is the same whereby the worlds 
were spoken into existence, whi<;h "took flesh 

and dwelt among us, and we behold his glory, 

22' 
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tile glory as of the only batten of tibe Fa&er^ 
fill of grace and truth. ^' It is he who was iu 
the church in the wilderness ; who did mighty 
miracles in Egypt, and wonders in the field of 
Zoar; who divided the Red Sea and brought 
Israel forth like a flock. And in this exercise of 
his power, he commanded them not, concerning 
burnt oiSerings and sacrifices; but this thing he 
eommanded them, saying, "Obey my voice." 

This is the end of all righteousness ; the der- 
sign of all true^ of all pure and undefiled reli- 
gion; and as we come to this, we learn to han- 
dle the weapons of our warfare, until every 
enemy is cast out, and every adversary brought 
into subjection to the angel of God: And Mi- 
chael, the prince of angels, will rule, and the 
power of God reign predominant But if our 
own will governs and rules any part, and not 
ihe power of God, he wUl not have dominioa 
pver us; for he will not dwell in a moted tem- 
ple. It is essential, therefore, that we serve 
bim in the beaisity of holiness and in newness 
of life. When we eome to attend to his spi- 
ritual admonitions, then we shall know another 
declaration fulfilled: ^^Unto us a child is bprn ; 
unto us a son is given, and his name shall « be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the noighty God, 
the everlasting Father, the Prince o£ Peace." 

While clothed with this armour, there will 
be no end to the increase of jiis righteousness 
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and peace, upon the throne of David, the tlm)n6 
of the Lord^8 elect and chosen, to order it and 
to establish it, throughout all generations. This 
operative pov^er of God is what I want us dl 
to come to . As to the baptism with water, it id 
obviously inefficient; it never cleansed the soul 
of man from sin. if we look to the situation 
of Simon Magus, we find it recorded, that 
through the instrumentality of Philip, the 8am- 
•aritan, he believed on Christ with one accord, 
and when baptised he was baptised also, but 
continued a sorcerer. He offered money, the 
love of which, is the root of all evil ; and which 
is the root of a great part of the religion of the 
present day. For, convinced I am, that these 
self-styled ministers, if they had no pay, would 
do but little preaching. 

Here is an example of Simon Magus^ religi- 
on. He went with the apostles, and when he 
saw that the Holy Ghost was received, by the 
laying on of hands, his natural thirst for gain 
was excited, and he offered them money, desir- 
ing that they wou*Id give him this power; that 
on whom he should lay his hands, they should 
receive the Holy Ghost. But "Peter said unto 
him, thy money perish with thee, because thou 
hast thought that the gift of God may be pur- 
chased with money; thou hast neither part nor 
lot in this matter, for thy heart is not right in 
the sight of God.^' And the bre^d and wine« 
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that relic of the old Jewish passover, has wt 
effect to nourish the soiil up to everlastiBg life. 
This is proved by the account recorded of Ju- 
das, who was a partaker of the last passover, 
which was shortly before the crucifixion, and 
yet it did not preserve him: But the record 
says, that with the sop satan entered into him. I 
do not wish to undervalue any thing that is called 
religjbn, or support any thing ceremonious, or 
which is made the object of interest more than 
the object of righteousness. 

Simon was baptised, but remained a sorcerer: 
Judas partook of the last supper, even in the 
. presence of his divine Master; and yet Judas 
was a devil. 

But when we come to be partakers of that 
Heavenly gift, and live under the influence of 
the divine requirements: it strikes at the root of 
every evil and brings the mind into harmony, 
unity and love. It unites us to God, erects in 
us a new heart, and begets a right spirit; and 
we can thankfully acknowledge, that the Lord 
is our righteousness. 

Has it been from an attendance to this divine 
gift, that there are so many sects and parties 
now in Christendom? No. It has been from a 
neglect of it. And do we not find those who 
not only neglect, but who deny the existence of 
revelation to man in the present day? 



173 

• 

They say that all revelation is contained iu 
the Scriptures of truth ; when it requires a rev- 
elation immediately from heaven to give us an 
understanding of the Scriptures. We shall 
never be benefitted by them, except they are 
opened to us, by the same divine spirit which 
first dictated them. They are not the word of God, 
nor the only rule of faith and practice. Parts 
of them, no doubt, are the words of holy men, 
who were infiuenced by the Holy Ghost. They 
testify of that which is justly entitled to the word 
of life: And when we are brought to the same 
3tate, and are influenced by the same feelings, 
which they experienced, these scriptures will be 
precious to us: They will be corroborative tes- 
timony ; they will answer, as face answers face 
in a glass ; they will come home into our souls 
and govern our minds. All this governing prin* 
ciple is love. It is not found in splendid church- 
es, so called. It will not be found in pompous 
eeremonies and declamations. It operates in 
our own minds, where it will regulate the 
springs and motives of our conduct, and cast out 
the enemies by which it is assailed; and thus 
bring the mind under the influence of that hea- 
venly virtue, in which we can testify; ''He 
maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a 
flame of fire." And they are all ministering 
spirits sent forth^ to minister to them that shall 
be heirs of salvation. 
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Thus it will be brought into our miuds, into 
our conversation, into our houses and families; 
ai)d as we dwell under its influence, it will shine 
through our conduct, and we shall become 
preachers of the everlasting gospel in the world 
and governed by the angels of God. This is 
loud preaching, compared with the preaching of 
those, who preach for hire and divine for money. 
For here we deelatre what our eyes have seen, 
our ears heard, and our hands handled, of the 
good word of life, and of the powers of the 
world to come. 

Therefore I have desired, for our own souls^ 
sakes, that we turn into that volume of the book, 
and read and search our own hearts, and ascer- 
tain from what motives we act — from what kind 
of spirits, whether from evil angels, or the angels 
of the dragon, or MichaePs angels, which are the 
power of God. Therefore, unto this light, 
which is the life of men, which maketh manifest 
all things, whether right or wrong; to this new 
covenant placed in your hearts and mouths, that 
you may hear it and do it; unto this divine and 
living principle, I desire to recommend you indi- 
vidually: For if attended to, it will make you 
wiser than all your teachers. It will teach your 
hands to war, and your fingers to fight against 
your souls' enemies ; and it will sustain youi- 
spirits under every trial and afSiction. And 
when time here shall be no more, I am not afraid 
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to leave it with you as my testimony, it will 
prepare for each of you ; whether in the opinions 
of men, you may be partakers of heavenly joy 
or eternal reprobation ; it will prepare, for all, 
in every situation, Scjrthian or barbarian, bond 
or free, an habitation in that city, whose 
walls are salvation, and whose gates are praise, 
and where ^^none of the inhabitants can say, I 
am sick.'' 



SERMON VII. 

1)£L1VERED BY THOMAS W£TflERALD, AT THE FRlKNDd^ 
MESTIKO, WASHINGTON OITT, THIAO MONTH 27, 18^. 

^FoR to him that is joined to all the living 
there is hope:^ for a living dog is better than a 
dead lion. For the living know that they shall 
die ; but the dead know not any thing, neither 
have they any more a reward ; for the memory 
of them is forgotten.^^ For the living, there is 
cause of hope and fear; and however the dead 
may have an appearance of strength, yet they 
are inanimate,, and hastening to corruption; but 
the dog, though despised when living, is abl^ to 
perform all the duties of which he is capable ; 
and hence, tiie only natural division, whether in 
man or in the inferior part of creation^ is be- 
tween the living and the dead. For ^^a living 
dog is better than a dead lion.'' 

I have never yet learned to discover the dif- 
ference, or to make a distinction, except between 
righteousness and unrighteousness, godliness 
and ungodliness, and acts of wickedness amongst 
the various sects of professing christians. I 
have never learned to distinguish between Ca- 
tholics^ Presbyterians, Episcopalians^ Baptists*. 
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Methodists, or Quakers. In all these societies 
I have no doubt there are living members of the 
Church of Christ, and in all these societies, 
there are probably dead members, or members 
of the Church of Antichrist. And also am I 
convinced, that the dead members are as much 
more conspicuous among men, as the dead lion 
is in appearance ower the dog. They are often 
in their societies the most active members, and 
often received into them from motives impure 
and unholy; and often introduced into the most 
solemn station into which man can be called, the 
ministry of the gospel, so called. And notwitJi- 
standing their formidable appearance, they are 
nothing better, if wanting life, than the dead 
lion. 

Let us look a little into the fruits produced 
by this death, .or by the performance of these 
dead members of tiie nominal church. 

There are but two Churches in the world) 
the CJ>ureb of Christ, and the Church of Anti- 
christ; however, they may be separated into di- 
visions and sub-divisions: and if we are not of 
Christ, assured I am, tliat Antichrist is among 
us. For God is one, and his name one, and he 
has all power in Heaven and Earth; as the earth 
is his and its fulness. 

So the Church is his own, also, united to him 
in holy fellowship and spiritual uniop; bat in- 

2S 



178 

dtead of having this holy, united, indivisible ap-^ 
pearance, at the present day, what does it look 
like? What are the views of men respecting 
religion? Nothing better than the impressed 
views of Job's miserable comforter. ''Then a 
spirit passed before my face ; the hair of my flesh 
stood up. . It stood still, but I could not discern 
the form thereof: An image was before mine 
eyes ; there was silence, and I heard a voice, 
saying, shall mortal man be more just than God? 
Shall man be more pure than his Maker? Be- 
hold he put ho trust in his servants, and his 
angels he charged with folly. , But this was seen 
by Eliphaz, one of Job's friends, and they were 
reproved, and he justified; and they were re- 
quired to bring oflferings unto Job, the offer for 
them, before they could be accepted, because 
they had not spoken right as he did. 

The religion of the present day is formidable 
in appearance, like the spirit which Eliphaz 
saw, but it is not understood among the various 
societies of professing christians, and they are 
too inuch afraid to investigate the subject; and 
hence the maxim, that mysteries which we can- 
not comprehend we must believe, even things 
which we cannot understand. Is it possible, 
is it not contrary to every thing that we can 
have an idea of — is it not contrary to human 
reason, th^t a man must believe that which he 
cannot comprehend, or understand? It is an 
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absurdity; — it had its origin iii the night deas6n, 
when darkness covered the mind. Many have 
had visions, which they could not comprehend, 
like Eliphaz: he imagined something, and the 
hair of his head stood up ; and under this ex- 
citement, he heard a voice saying. Shall mor- 
tal man be more just than Grod? And from a 
view thus imperfect, many have concluded we 
must continue in sin all the days of our lives. 
Are we then to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? — (Jod forbid. Neither was it design- 
ed that we should inculcate any thing, or be- 
lieve any thing, which is not manifested, which 
our own eyes have not seen, our ears heard, 
or our hands handled, of the good word of 
life, and the powers of the world to come. It 
never was designed that man, as a rational 
being, partaking of the divine nature, should 
be subject to the dogmas of man; that the 
mind should be under the control of min** 
isters and preceptors, who profess to lead us in 
the way of truth and righteousness, when they, 
themselves, notwithstanding all their learning, 
all their knowledge and wisdom, have, many of 
them, yet to learn which are the first princi- 
ples of the oracles of God. 

Here we see that divided state, which is ty- 
pified by the beast of many heads and many 
horns, which smite one against another. Here 
we see Lucifer, the son of the morning, that 
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aerial spirit, with his many spangled head. 
True, there is another source of confusion, and 
of the corruption which rules in our land: 
Here we see something over which our souls 
have long mourned. We see an abundance of 
rites, ceremonies, carnal ordinances, pompous 
parade, and self*righteousness, among the va- 
rious professors of Christianity; but in whom 
does that spirit abound, rule, reign, and predom- 
inate, which produces love, joy, and peace on 
earth? By whom are all the heavenly dispo- 
sitions cultivated? Alas! man does not par- 
take of the divine fellowship. Every power 
is not subject to God, in the human mind ; and 
yet he makes a profession of religion. It is 
that mysterious religion, which cannot be defin- 
ed nor understood, neither can it be practised. 
It is a burthen which, said the Apostles, 
neither we, nor our fathers, could bare. Not 
many practical virtues proceed therefrom, but 
these are the fruits: Bible societies and mis- 
sionary societies, (I can almost remember their 
origin in the reformed churches, so called) and 
many other benevolent societies, temporal and 
spiritual. Have not all societies, almost, except 
the one of which I am a member, united in 
these bible societies and missionary societies? 
These bibles ariB printed under their authority, 
and sent forth to the world, without note or 
comment. They boast of not endeavouring to 
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build up one sect or another. But who has the 
distribution of these works? By whom are 
they sent abroad? They are sent abroad by 
another branch of the same family of horse- 
leeches, whose cry is, give! give!! Better would 
it be, to print these scriptures with notes and 
comments, than to put them into the hands of 
those, who will comment in their own interest^ 
ed zeal and spirit, of sectarian principles. And as 
to their enlightening the heathen, they will in- 
crease the darkness, which we have reason to 
believe pervades the remotest parts of the earth. 
What is the religion that is inculcated along 
with these Scriptures of truth? The Scrip- 
tures are declared to be the word of God^ and 
the rule of faith and practice ; but they are not 
the word of God, nor are they the rule of faith 
and practice. They are the testimony of holy 
men, of old, who were inspired by the Holy 
Ghost ; but they are like the dead lion, if we do 
not come under the vivifying influence of the 
spirit of God. These Scriptures have never 
been able, of themselves, to make wise unto 
salvation. They are declared to contain all the 
revelation which we are to look for in this dis- 
pensation ; and that, which is to be known of 
God,*i3 revealed in them. This is contrary to the 
most solemn declaration of these Scriptures, 
themselves. It is written and comes from high 
authority that what is to be known of God, is to 
be made manifest in man. 
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Now by whom id this manifestation to be 
made in man ? Not by man himself, nor by 
man^s wisdom; or the utmost stretch of a know- 
ledge of the arts, sciences, and philosophy. 
Who are these man-made ministers, who pride 
themselves in being instructors? It is impossi- 
ble for them to know the inmost recesses of the 
soul, and to know every working of the heart, 
and every moving of the imagination, of their 
fellow-man. Every preceptor must be superior 
to his pupil, in order to bring him to a loiowl- 
edge of ihe subject which he teaches 9 therefore, 
man, being in spirit, part of the divinity, it must 
require for a teacher, him in whom dwells all 
the fulness of the god-head. To teach man one 
solitary truth, it requires a power superior to 
the spirit of man. Our comprehension is limited ; 
we are bounded; but in him there are no bounds. 
To his wisdom and power, there are no limits: 
And therefore, it is, that he alone is capable to 
be, the preceptor of man. For man, bounded 
as he is spiritually and intellectually, is not so, 
in the choice of the dispositions wherewith he 
is endowed. 

Bat man is a free agent, and blessed be the 
name of IsraePs God, that the power of choice 
is with him. We may choose evil and sefuse 
good; we may choose good and refuse evil. 
This is proved by the recommendation of the 
IH^ophet, to Israel formerly: ^^Choose life and 
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live, for wherefore will ye die, O house of Is* 
rael!^' But principles, opinions and dogmas, 
have no connexion with the spirit of God, nor 
that pure state in man, in which these truths 
are experienced and understood. They can rise 
no higher than their natural power, and this 
being of an inferior nature, it can neve^ arrive 
at a knowledge of God. Here is a distinction, 
my friends and fellow professors, of this holy 
name. We have been endeavouring to com- 
prehend God by the aid of these rational pow- 
ers ; these powers which depend upon the arts 
and sciences, and the learning ^nd' wisdom of 
man for their expansion ; hence it is, that our 
minds become darkened ; hence religion becomes 
mysterious; we are split and divided by opin- 
ions of God, which are not founded on the im- 
mutable rock of ages and foundation of many 
generations, against which, all the united pow- 
ers of death, hell and the grave, can never pre- 
vail. 

Can a child in the first rudiments of educa- 
tion, understand the nature of that science, which 
is the object of his study? No. Neither can 
man who is thus limited in his conceptions, de- 
termine the extent of divine truths. But when 
the unlimited power of God operates upon the 
spirits of men, then they know what truth is, in 
th^ir own experience. This is a teacher 
whi ch cannot be removed into a, corner, accord- 
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ipg to the declaration of a propbet Yet 
purely that teacher shall not be removed any 
more. ^^And though the Lord give you the 
bread of adversity, and the water of s^iction, 
yet shall not; thy teacher be removed into a cor* 
ner any more; but thine eyes shall see thy teach- 
ers ; and thine ears shall hear a voice, behind 
thee, saying, this is the way, walk ye in it.^^ 
Now; let us look a little at the effects of that 
*- man-made, and man-taught religion, which is 
extant in the earth, whether among Catholicks, 
Episcopalians, Pi^sbyterians, Baptists, Melho* 
dists, Unitarians, or Quakers; or by whatever 
name they may be called. Let us look at its 
effects upon our own minds. Has it not intro^ 
duced almost every thing, which is evil in it- 
self.'^ Do we not see "pride, fulness of bread, 
and abundance of idleness, abounding?^' These 
were Sodom^s sins. In her and in her daugh- 
ters, neither did she strenghten the hands of 
the poor and needy, therefore I took them away, 
as I saw good. And is it not obvious to every one 
of us,tbat this pride,and every abomination which 
the Lord hates, abounds in the world ? ^^These 
six things doth the Lord hate; yea, seven are an 
abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying 
tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, an 
heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet 
that be swift in running to mischief, a false wit- 
ness that speaketh lies, and him that soweth dis- 
cord among brethren." 
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ts it not evident, tlmt a proad look is the 
ptedominant look, of both ministers and people? 
Is there not a spirit, in which our various socie- 
ties consider themselves holi^ than others? 
How often do we hear also, amongst professors, 
a lying tongi^. Now this is of great extent.. 
¥(x it is in every species of deception, which 
is designed to impose on another, or to impose 
a kind of righteousness upon God, which is not 
of his own begetting in the souL Every thing 
having this appearance proceeds from this lying 
tongue. And are Acre not thousands .within 
our . recollection whose blood has been shed ^ 
I had almost said in innocency? Armies have 
been led forth, have fought and fallen in foreign 
lands, not because any hatred or enmity had 
ever passed in the minds of the multitude ; but 
m^ely to serve the interests of the one, the 
two, or the three. Even in this land of boast- 
ed liberty, which has been so wonderfully and 
mercifully favoured of heaven, you have seen 
a little of these evils. The hands that have 
shed innocent blood have visited these shores. 
These were men professing religion, and per* 
haps belonging to bible and missionary socie- 
ties. Upon what was all this founded? It was 
the love of money, the root of all evil, joined^ 
to ambition, pride and avarice ; and these are the 
grounds of a great part of the religion of the 
present day. 

2-4 
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Of whoBd tn the mettbet^ of these poplar 
afocieties composed? Are they made up of the 
tirtuoas of the several societies of professing 
ehristians ; or are they not rather composed of 
aU classes, the good and evil, the righteous and 
the wicked, the blood thirsty warrior, the cruel 
slave^holding op)»ressor, the whoremonger, the 
liar, the thief, and deceiver? These^ I have no 
doubt, are many of them engaged, in the pro-- 
motion of the work of righteousness, and m- 
ligion in the earth. These all give their mo*- 
ney and it is received, I baVe no iloubt: For I 
have never heard of any money being refused, 
by those who have the govemm^atof these so- 
((teties, befcause of the ttnworthiness of the indi- 
tiduals wJp^p majr 00^ it I verily believe, the 
hire of a harlot, or the price of a d6g, both of 
which are an abomination in the sight of heav- 
en, and were never to be brought to the Lord^s 
^asury, would never be refused, by these 
^daughters of the horse leeeh, who are crying 
give, give.'' 

^^They are like the three things that are nev- 
er satisfied, yea, four things say not it is enough^ 
The grave; and the barren womb; the earth 
that is not filled with water ; and the fire tiiat 
jsaith not, it is enough." 

Now here is something so corrupt in its ori- 
gin^ its foundation is so impure, that the super^ 
structure can never become solid and durable. 
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Can any thing on such a foundation bring 
glory to God; or unite man in the bonds of 
peace, love and joy in the holy Spirit? No. 
Sooner should wickedness produce righteous^ 
ness, and darkness produce light Sooner can 
we, ourselves, control the will of Crod, by the 
work of our own hands. 

I want these things to be indelibly impressed 
upon our minds. We have been deceiving our- 
selves with appearances long enough ; with these 
perplexing visions, which cause our hair to 
stand up, and our bones to shake. We have 
been long enough believing these lying divina- 
tions, and neglecting the angels of God. 

And yet it is declared in the name of truth, 
that they are all ministering spirits sent forth 
to minister to them that shall be heirs of salva* 
tion. And can we believe that any other effect 
will be produced, by this deeply rooted corrup* 
tion, than ^4ying tongues, and hands that shed 
innocent blood; an heart that deviseth evil 
imaginations, and feet, swift in running to mis* 
chief; a false witness that speaketh lies, and he 
that sowetb discord among brethren ?^^ A be* 
Jief in this spurious religion and gospel, stands 
not in the wisdom of God, but in the wisdom of 
man, The greatest part of the wars and fight- 
ings, and every evil which exists in the worlds 
has its origin in these perverted, leading princi* 
pies, in man^s mind. The religion that is not 
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founded in tratb, how £ur it leads us off from thef 
path of rectitude. But if we founded our re*- 
ligion on that rock which is immoveable we 
should be all united, and be enabled to with- 
stand the powers of death, hell and the grave; 
and how it would lead the mind into purity, 
holiness and love; and into the possession and 
practice of every social, every civil, every rela- 
tive and every manly virtue. 

How is it then^ my friends, that we have been 
so long building upon this impure foundation? . 
Let us look a little and see the fruits brought 
forth, by dispositions and conduct, opposed to 
this; and when evfery principle, in the mind, is 
founded in experience and the operative power 
of God. Where we are instructed immediately 
by and from God, we learn, that that which can 
be known of God, is to be made manifest in man. . 
And what is it that maketh it manifest? It is 
that grace of God which appeareth unto all 
men. Not those, alone, who are educated to be 
ministers of the gospel. Not only to two or 
three in the community; %ut the grace of God,^ 
which bringeth salvation, hath appeared unto all 
men.^^ Herein is fulfilled that declaration. ^^Be- 
hold the day cometh, saith the Lord, that I will 
make a new covenant, with the house of Israel, 
and with the house of Judah: Not according to 
the covenant that I made with their fathers in the 
day that I tool^ them by the hand, to bring theni * 
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out of the land of Egypt: But this shall be th^ 
covenant, that I will make with the house of Is- 
rael; I will put my law in their.inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts; and they shall teach no 
more every man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother, saying, know the Lord, for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them unto 
the greatest'' There is another testimony res- 
pecting preaching of the gospel. "After these 
days, saitb the Lord, I will pour out my spirit 
«pon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophecy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
your young men shall see visions: and also upon 
the servants and upon the hand maidens I will 
pour forth my spirit, and they shall prophecy.'' 
Now what is prophecy? Is it merely to declare 
things which are to come? No. There is another 
definition of it The testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy. It is also called the grace of 
God ; and if attended to it will guide us into all 
truth: as it guiijed all the Patriarchs and Apos- 
tles in every age of the world. It was that 
which gave Abraham an evidence, that in his 
seed all the children of the earth should be 
blessed. This was confirmed to Isaac and Jacob 
repeatedly. By this, Jacob saw far into futurity 
and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his 
staff. By this, he pronounced appropriate bless- 
ings to his children which were eminently ful- 
iUled. It was this divine power which led 
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IVIoses to the deliverance of Israel, and caused 
hitn to bring them forth as a flock. • The same 
spirit enabled him to declare: "The Lord thy 
God will raise up unto thee, a prophet from the 
midst of thee; a prophet from the midst of thy 
brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken 
in all things," 

It was the same divine spirit, the same spirit 
of prophecy, the operative power of God, which 
moved Noah, and commanded him to build an 
ark of salvation for himself and family; iromi 
that flood which destroyed the wicked- It is 
the same which enabled another prophet, to tes* 
llfy concerning the coming of our Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in that prepared body. — 
Not that he then first became a Saviour of man- 
kind, for he was from everlasting to everlasting, 
and we who are descendants of the Gentiles, 
never were under any other dispensation; nev- 
er being under the law given by Moses. — Why 
then is it, that we introduce Jewish ceremonies, 
and engraft them upon the stalk of the ohristian 
religion? It was this same spirit which enabled 
the prophet to declare, when speaking of things 
yet to come, as if they were present. "Unto us 
a child is bom, unto us a son is given, and h» 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
the mighty God, the everlasting Father, and the 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of. his govern- 
ment, and peace, there shall be no end ; upon the* 
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throne of David, to order it ftnd establish it with 
justice and judgment for ever.^^ 

Here ib a great mass of Scripture testimony, 
irhich must be an evidence, of 'that manifesta- 
tion which proceeded from the power of God. 
And how precious is the view of thei^e records ; 
not because they are written, or because the 
prophets declared them ; but they only become 
precious to us, when we have seen the effects 
of the revealed will of God, making manifest the 
things belonging to our peace. Here is the pa- 
tience and faith of the saints. Here it is that 
we may experience all that is necesssuy for in^ 
iftMietion; and to support us in our pilgrimage. 
Here we can testify, that this spirit of prophecy 
Is the testimony of Jesus, given unto all; and 
whether it enables to discover things to come, or 
gives a knowledge of the dispositions of our own 
minds, making us acquainted with the motives 
trom which we act, and with the secret springs 
of the soul, it is the same spirit and power of 
God unto salvation ; to every one who believes, 
whether Jew or Gentile, male or female, bond 
01^ free, in Jesos Christ For there is no dis- 
tinction in the truth, and as we dwell in truth, 
it will make us free. This is real freedom ; not 
that freedom of Which man can boast; but it is 
that freedom from bondage which introduces vS 
into the glorious liberty of the eons of God. 
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^For ye have not received the spirit of bond- 
age again to fear, but ye have received the 
spirit of adoption, whereby ye cry, Abba, Fa- 
ther." There the communion is through God, 
by the power of his Son ; he is what he declared 
himself to be,a Saviour and a Redeemer. And we, 
as well as all others have need of this Saviour 
and Redeemer. Can we not all cry out a Sa- 
viour, or I die; a Redeemer, or I perish for 
ever.^ 

But, my friends, where ar^ we to look for 
this Redeemer, this salvation, if we look not in 
our own minds? It is there we must know him, 
to regulate our views, and bring every thoufht, 
word and action into subjection to himself. For 
there is in man, something of the nature of 
Deity, a spirit of inspiration from the Almighty, 
which gives him understanding* If this is kept 
holy, and preserved from the contaminating in- 
fluence of the spirit, and the corrupt maxims 
of the world, it will enable us to dwell in him ; 
and see him, not only at a great distance, and 
beyond the grave, but even whilst clothed with 
mortality, we shall experience him to be a stay 
and a support, a teacher and instructor in God- 
liness. 

And what are the fruits which will be brought 
forth ? — Not those things which are an abomi- 
nation unto God; — "neither a proud look, ft 
lying tongue, or hands that shed innocent blood; 
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a heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet 
that be swiil in running to mischief) a false wit* 
ness, that speaketh lies^ and him that soweth 
discord among brethren.'' None of these 
will be admitted under the influence of this 
principle; for these are the fruits of the flesh, 
and irregular passions and propensities, which 
man partakes of while in a state of death and 
darkness, and vVhile he knows not God. When 
we come to know him, then he brings forth the 
ft'uits of the spirit. Then it is, that we know 
what it is, to "add to your faith virtue ; and to vir- 
tue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; 
and to temperance patience; and to patience god- 
liness ; and to godliness brotherly kindness ; and 
to brotherly kindness charity. For if these 
things be in you, and abound, they make you 
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful, 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
In whom, as a society, we most assuredly be-^ 
lieve ; but dare not depend on that act of w^ick* 
edness in the Jews, by which he was crucified; 
but by a revelation of his will and power in 
our own hearts, bringing us into the enjoyment 
of his kingdom of heaven, through grace, ac- 
cording to his own declaration ;—^The king- 
dom of heaven is in you.'' 

This is the root and ground of all true reli- 
gion, even the bright and morning star. This 
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i» the root and offspring of David, which opens 
the mysteries of heaven, according to a decla- 
ration of the Apostle, comparing them to a 
^book with seven seals, and no .man in heaven^ 
nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able 
io open the book, neither to look thereon. And 
I wept much, because no man was found wor- 
thy to open and to read the book, neither to 
look thereon. And one of the elders saith un- 
to me, weep not; — ^''Behold, the iion of the tribe 
of Juda, the root of David, hath prevailed to 
open the booJi and to look thereon." There 
9till remains the same power, which opens the 
seals and enables us to look upon the mysteries 
contained in this volume, if properly complied 
with; and which enables to extract, that which 
is oapable of producing peace to our aouls, and 
happiness here and hereafter; and also to re- 
fuse the hitter works of darkness, which lead 
to confusion, horror, fear, dismay, and every 
feeling in which there is torment 

Now let us look a little at the effects produced 
by the adoption of these principles — ^this - opera- 
tive power of truth, spirit of Christ, grace of 
God, or baptism of the Holy Ghost; which 
separates between the joints and the marrow, 
the soul and spirit, and separates a man from his 
lusts.-^This principle would destroy the works 
of darkness; and 'for this cause came Jesus 
Xhript into the world, to destroy the works of 
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the devil. And bow is this accomplished? It 
is by the casting out of devil»/ which cometh 
Dot but by prayer and fasting, from the indulg* 
ence of every evil disposition ; controlling the 
proud heart, the lying tongue ; and hands that 
shed innocent blood: for these cannot bear its 
influence. It is the vivifying power of the lovH 
of God, operating upon the souls of men; a 
teacher which can never be removed into a cof^ 
ner. Now look at the eiieets, wUeh must be 
produced, when the mind is under the iufluened 
and government of this drrine love, which is tbe 
badge of our disciplesbip, and the bond of oat 
union. Where is there room for warfare? Wat 
there ever war begun and carried on under the 
influence of this divine principle, which is of 
God? Never. For ^^God is love; and he tb^ 
dwelleth in love, dfwelleth * in God, and God in 
him.^^ Now if we are under the influence of 
this principle, where is there roc^sn for wars aud 
fightings? They must all be banished from our 
minds and imaginations. We never commit 
violence throi^b love, but through hatred, pride, 
sonbition and all those devils which ai*e torment- 
ors of the human souk But when we are 
brought under the influence of this loTe^ it will 
produce humility, meekness,, mercy, and every 
Itteavenly disposition. Because these have no 
affinity with the works of darkness. It is de* 
signed te beeo«e a prtdomkioting ptineiplie 
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which unites us to God. And when we come 
under its influence, temperance will cast out in- 
temperance, humility will cast out pride, every 
Tirtuous, every heavenly disposition taking pos- 
session of the mind, will cast out its opposite, its 
adversary and enemy; an<i thus the mind will 
become pure. 

Good and evil cannot dwell together, any more 
than humility and pride One of them must be 
cast out; and if the love of God operating upon 
the soul, cast out all evil propensities, where will 
there be room, for the lying tongue, and the 
hands that shed innocent blood? Where will 
there be room in the mind, for wicked imagina- 
tions? Of the evil heart or feet that are swift 
in running to mischief, or the tongue that speaks 
lies, or he that sows discord among brethren." 

My friends look to these things. Is it not in 
the minds of men alone that these good or evil 
dispositions are produced? What effect would 
it produce in the moral world if mankind would 
generally refuse the evil, and choose the good? 
Would it not deliver the land from murder, adul- 
tery, fornication, lying, theft, and all which is the 
cause of staining our civil tribunals with blood, 
and which brings this mass of misery upon man- 
kind ? Every evil, whether civil or social, would 
be removed by this divine principle, which has 
its origin in heaven, and which operates upon 
every soul. Here the wilderness caused by evil 



197 

would become an Eden, the desert, like the gar* 
den of the Lord. — For wherever the mind is 
brought under the influence of this divine feel- 
ing, there is Eden; there is Paradise; there is 
Heaven ; for there is God. And this is by the 
operation of preaching ; of preaching the gospel. 
For the gospel is preached in every creature. 
And I apprehend, Ihat is not preaching alone 
which stands in declamation . For societies to 
meet together and appoint one to talk to them, 
as it is under the present system of religion, is 
more likely to lead to error, than truth. And 
wherefore.^ BeK^usis the very existence of this 
operative power of God, is denied ; and what is 
the right motive for preaching the gospel? The 
Apostle tells us, ^^A necessity is laid upon me; 
and wo is me if I preach not the gospel.'^ But 
a society who have a head over them, who 
preaches for hire and divines for money; and 
they that put not into their mouths, they are rea* 
dy even to prepare war against them, whose god 
is their belly, whose glory is their shame, who 
mind earthly things. — ^These pervert the gifts of 
Heaven, and make God an idol. They worshi p 
neither in purity, nor in the beauty of holiness^ 
They clothe him with their own particular prin- 
ciples ; they declare this is truth and that is er- 
ror. They bind men by creeds, systems, and 
articles of belief. The rules of their society are 
laws ; and by these, they give law to God. Is 
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this to be brought into the liberty of the sons 
and daughters of Grod ? No. It is to be brought 
into bondage, which neither we nor our fathers^ 
or the prophets could bear; but it is a state, in 
which, we can indulge our propensities and live 
in the spirit of the world; and in this we delight. 
My beloved young friends, whether members of 
any of these societies or not, whose minds are 
yet tender and the bud is green, my mind is con* 
cerned for you. I have no doubt the world at 
this time appears in all its beauty, the fashions 
and manners thereof are lovely in your view j 
but it is deceptive ; it is tinsel and not grdd. You 
know not much of its arts, or of its influence; 
you are ready to believe that all is gold, whick 
glitters. But experience will, to your sorrow^ 
teach you otherwise. I would to God, for your 
sakes that your souls might be brought into the 
very depths of aflliction; that you might see the 
bent of your own minds; — ^that you may expe- 
rience the renovating influence of the power of 
God, and be fitted for an habitation in the king- 
dom of heaven. For it is only in the depths of 
judgment, I am convinced, that we can learn, 
that which is to be known of God. It is not to 
be learned in the letter 

The disposition of our mind is not to be learn- 
ed, while in the indulgence of these passions 
and {propensities. I am willing to tell you a 
little if it may be instructive to you, to learn 
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the nan^ow path, in which my soul was led. I 
remember the time when I walked these slippe* 
ry paths. I remember when I was gay, giddy^ 
and young; — my mind was volatile as the air; 
when I took pleasure in every thing around me, 
whether right or wrong. My blood was brisk; 
my spirits lively. I took delight in those out- 
ward things which circumstances brought 
around me; but, alas! I knew not, that a life 
of folly, of passion, and of pleasure, was so 
severely reproveable! But blessed be the name 
of IsraiePs God! There was a time when he 
met me in a narrow place ; at a time when sick- 
ness had nearly sunk me to the grave; when I 
bad every prospect that this mortal must 
soon put on immortality! Then was my soul 
visited with the depths of judgment; my sins 
w^re set in order before me! My mind was 
filled with horror; fear and confusion were upon 
me^ and the hairs of my flesh stood up. In this aw- 
ful situation, I was continued day after day, and 
month after month; like a crane or a swallow 
did I chatter, I did mourn as a dove, dilen 
did I wander; when your eyes were sealed in 
sleep, when no one could see me, and where no 
ear could hear me pour forth my complaints, 
to him in whom I believed; but whose comforts 
were withdrawn, and as I said, I was brought 
to the brink of the grave; and in one of those 
solitary moments, when I was willing to be^ to 
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do, or to suffer any thing which should be re* 
quired at my hands — It was in one of these 
walks, that my soul was bowed, and when my 
afflictions were as great as human nature could 
bear ;, I cried out in the anguish of sbul, 
what shall I do! And' after this, suddenly, 
the waves which almost overwhelmed me, were 
calmed < into stillness. In remembering this time 
of affliction and misery, the wormwood and the 
gall, my soul hath them still in remembrance ,;^ 
and is humbled within we. 

In this calm there was a language uttered in 
the secret of my soul. (Now my friends, this 
is not the language of enthusiasm; — it is the 
language of experimental truth ;) what wilt thou 
do, I have the words of eternal life? I know it 
was impossible for me to bring these feelings 
upon my own mind ; then certainly it must be the 
operation of another power. I remembered it 
was the language of the Apostle, and it was an 
evidence sealed upon my mind — that it was an 
im]9ression from above ; and as I attended to its 
manifestations, this quiet state continued for a 
season and I rejoiced therein. 

But, alas! I forgot to rejoice with fear, and to 
serve the Lord with trembling. I was lifted up 
again. I slew the pure witness, which thus reprov- 
ed me for evil ; and sat my sins in order before me. 
I flew into the world and into its maxims; I was 
again brought to the depths of affliction; for this 
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is a power which will never look on evil with 
acceptance or allowance. 

1 have no doubt it was the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost, which reproved me for my rebel- 
lion; for it operates as fire upon every soul 
which lives in this state of ungodliness, pride 
and impiety. And while in this state, we can- 
not enjoy that peace, which is the result of obe- 
dience, and which proceeds from heaven. Nei- 
ther can we serve two masters, God and mam- 
mon. And after I had gone back, into this state, 
I had to mourn for my backsliding, season after 
season. But when I sincerely repented and for- 
sook the evil way; then, in the midst of judg- 
ment, he remembered mercy, and spake peace to 
my soul. 

It is this experience of his operations upon 
the soul, that begets a living faith, an holy con- 
fidence, an unshaken love. And here is under- 
stood, that which is written, concerning that 
faith, which works by love, and purifies the soul. 
It is not that which is received by education ; but 
by the operative power of God, upon each indi- 
vidual, who submits to its influence. 

Here it is, in this faith that we come to be of- 
tentimes favored, to know, that instruction is 
sealed upon the mind. It is the preaching of the 
gospel in faith and verity. It is the gospel that 
the Lord Jesus himself preached, baptisingly, in- 
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to the n%me of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holj Ghost. And this is knowledge^ 
which can never be shaken; and there is no 
other name which can seal these divine or spir- 
itual truths upon the mind; according to our 
several states aufl conditions. Where is the ne- 
cessity then, for adapting systems or creeds, or 
articles of belief, and baptising with water? 
They are all human contrivances ; but this bears 
a tMHw^fmj immediately against all unrighteoua- 
nesa and ungodliness of men, who hold the truth 
in unrighteousness. It never reproves any thing 
but evil ; it never speaks peace but for good. It 
is a power, which may be depended on, in every 
situation. 

Some may conclude or rather query ; is there 
any difference between this and the imagination? 
Yes. The difference is as great, as that be- 
tween light and darkness, or between hea- 
ven and earth. What does the imagination 
seek? It seeks the gratification of the natural 
mind; and will be under the influence of imag- 
inary power, as many of you have experienced. 
This also^ perhaps^ was my most easily besetting 
sin. Under this, I could build castles in the 
air; lead conquering armies; and fill every sta- 
tion with dignity and applause. The vagaries 
of the imagination, lead us to seek something for 
our popularity and emolument. We are persona- 
ting virtue, and pleasing ourselves with the pic- 
tures we have drawn. Yet the whole design 
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and end is, our own honor; and this is the end 
of all its works. For the imagination seeks not 
the glory of God, but will lead us throu{(h all 
states And conditions, among objects created and 
uncreated; and give fiieip all the ^ory, and 
place in them all our hopes of happiness; but it 
is all tinsel and. not gold. It is the baseless fa- 
brick of a vision. It leaves a visionary kind <^ 
enjoyment, to the mind, instead of Uiat solid 
comfort, which these have left, for their indul- 
gencies — The imagination which forms these 
baseless fabrieks^ is unstable ; it reproves not 
fCNT evil; it leads us to imagine many things in 
nature, and out of nature, and always indulges 
in eveiy vice, passion and lust 

But this power, which is of God, which is 
the revelation of God to man, the go^l 
preached in every creature^ reproves us for eve« 
ly wicked thought that passes in the mind; and 
if suflfered^o growi, it will assuredly operate upon 
the thoughts and the imi^inbtion, until we shall 
know that Scripture testimony fulfilled: ^^Be* 
hold the axe is laid unto the root of the tree ; 
and every tree which brings not forth good fruit, 
shall be hewn down and cast into the fire.''— 
And when the axe is laid to the root of evil in 
our mind, and we attend to it, it will cast out as 
a consequence, all that does not produce good 
fruit The leaves will wither, and the branches 
fail when we become separated therefrom: and 



S04 

the mind becomes an habitation of God, the 
temple of holiness: and herein is that declara- 
tion fulfilled, ^^ye are the temple of the living 
God. If any man defile the temple of God, 
him shall God destroy. For the temple of God 
is holy, which temple ye are." 

This baptising power which preaches the gos*- 
pel, is Christ in yoir, the hope of glory; he is 
begotten in us, brought forth in us ; and thus is 
fulfilled his declaration, when his mother and 
brethren, without, desired to speak with him. 
He said unto them, ^^whoso believeth on me or 
keepeth my commandments, the same is my 
mother, my sister and brother.^' And where" 
fore? Because he is begotten. in each of us, and 
though he is brought forth in weakness, in sor- 
row, trouble and affliction ; yet if we are careful 
not to strangle this embryo in its birth, it will 
be raised in power until it will grow and increase, 
and overcome the vagaries of the imagination; 
the fashions, habituhl propensities, and tradition- 
al views of religion and righteousness. It will 
overcome these systematic forms taught by the 
circumstances around us in education. It will 
bring the mind, the thoughts, the imaginations, 
and our whole conduct into a state of purity and 
perfection. We shall become united unto God, 
the Father, and to his son Jesus Christ; in 
whom we shall become partakers of the same 
nature begotten into the isame life. Therefore^ 
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he \¥ill not be ashamed to eall txs brethren. And 
tlierefore, I desire to leave these things with you, 
for your serious consideration, continuing in this 
power. It is this which reproves for every evil 
desire, with which we may be assailed — and it 
is this which enables us to pass through this 
life, tiiis vale of tears, not merely as mourners 
9l\ the day long ; but it will be a stay and a staff, 
a support and comfort in every affliction. It 
will open the Scriptures to our view. It will 
be to us the same revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which led the prophets and patriarchs in all ages. 
It is the same spirit, which appeared to them, 
that will give us a view of these scriptures, which 
are written for our instruction, edification, re- 
proof and comfort in righteousness; that we, 
through faith, and comfort of the Scriptures- — 
might have hope. It clouds not the divine truths 
in a mystery. The veil or outward curtain is 
rent in twain, by the operative power of the 
crucifixion of our natural passions, enabling us 
to enter into the holiest of all ; and whether ye 
will hear or whether ye will forbear. I am re- 
newedly convinced, that, however men may 
teach and we receive, these doctrines which are 
taught by the commandment of men, will never 
bring us into a state of union and communion 
with God, nor prepare us an habitation in the 
kingdom of Heaven, here or in eternity. There- 
fore how desirable it is, that each of us should 
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dalbat part of the work, whieh is allotted to iu»9 
and know that divine love brought into our daily 
walk in life, which overeomes every thing of an 
opposite nature; .that we m^y know the enjoy* 
ment of heaven here, experience a well ground- 
ed hope of everlasting happiness; and know 
tills truth fulfilled, that in whatever situation we 
may be placed — ^^^a living dog is better than a 
dead lion.'' 
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